
Luke 13:22-30 - September 16, 2018 - “Jesus Corrects Some Myths about Salvation” 

 
Chances are you’ve dealt with “It.”  Someone may 
have even said “It” to you.  “It” ... is the question, 
more like the complaint — “So, what you’re saying is, 
the only people who are going to be saved are those 
who believe what you believe about Jesus?” 

 
Do they really not know?  Are they just curious?  Are 
they angry because they feel you’re being unfair and 
unloving by saying some are going to be saved and 
others aren’t? 
 
If you’ve found yourself in that situation, realize it’s 
not new.  Jesus dealt with the same questions and 
complaints.  And because of that, the Bible gives us 
his answers for dealing with “It.” 
 
Notice what Jesus didn’t do.  It wasn’t important to 
win an argument, or convince someone that the 
gospel message isn’t unfair and unloving.  He used 
the same tools he’s given us — the only tools that can 
get a soul to heaven: Law and Gospel, a message of 
sin and grace. 

 
Today, let’s listen in as ... “Jesus Corrects Some 
Myths about Salvation.”  Who will be saved and Why 
will people be saved. 
 
Churches often conduct door-to-door religious 
surveys.  We’ve done a number of them over the 
years.  One of the questions we ask is: “Do you 
believe that heaven and hell exist?”  Almost everyone 
responded: “Yes!”  That demonstrates that people 
have a natural knowledge that there’s more to life 
than our existence here on earth.  A follow up 
question was: “Where do you believe you are going?”  
Can you guess how almost everyone responded?  You 
got it ... “Heaven!”  If that’s true, that everyone who 
thinks they’re going to heaven actually makes it to 
heaven, then why was Jesus asked: “Are only a few 
people going to be saved,” in today’s lesson? 
 
Jesus answered with a description of Judgment Day.  
Many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able 
to.  Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 
the door, you will stand outside knocking and 
pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  “But he will 
answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  
Ouch!  People standing outside of heaven’s door - 
pounding and crying: “Lord, let us in!”   

 
When the trumpet blows on Judgment Day, that’s not 
the 2-minute warning.  Time’s up!  No second 
chances.  The believer and unbeliever will be 
separated.  How many will end up in heaven?  Jesus’ 
answer: “MANY will try to enter and will not be able 
to” isn’t even close to the way most responded to our 
survey.  The first myth about salvation that Jesus 
corrects is that not all, or even most will go to 
heaven.  Even if most think they’re going to heaven, 
Jesus says that many aren’t. 

 
Who makes it and who doesn’t?  See if we can pick 
up on Jesus’ answer: “There will be weeping there, 
and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but you yourselves thrown out.”  Jesus’ words 
would be especially upsetting to Jews since they 
prided themselves in being Abraham’s descendants.  
Heaven isn’t based on your race.  Paul mentioned 
that in Romans 9 where he said that just because 
Abraham’s name is on your family tree doesn’t mean 
you’re saved. 
 
Your ticket to heaven isn’t punched because you 
were confirmed and a church member.  You aren’t 
going to heaven because your relatives are Lutheran 
or you were raised in a Christian home.  You aren’t 
going to heaven because your spouse and children 
will be there.  Each must stand before God’s throne 
and answer to Him.  It doesn’t matter what your last 
name is, or whether you’re German, Norwegian or 
Hispanic. 
 

 Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute - yet God chose 
her to be an ancestor of the Savior. 

 David was a shepherd and the youngest of Jesse’s 
8 sons - yet God chose him to be the leader of 
his people. 

 Mary wasn’t a king’s daughter - yet God chose 
her to carry His Son in her womb. 

 Paul was a self-righteous persecutor of Christians 
- yet God chose him to be his mission-minded 
apostle. 

 
Different people from different cultures, and yet God 
chose all of them for his kingdom.  In today’s lesson, 
Jesus describes who will be in heaven: “People will 
come from east and west and north and south, and 



will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of 
God.”  In Revelation, John noticed: “I looked and 
there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of 
the Lamb.” 
 
Even though many will try to enter and won’t get in, 
there will still be many in heaven – too many to 
count.  That’s fantastic news for us, isn’t it?  We don’t 
have royal blood in our congregation.  We don’t have 
any with a special heritage.  I’m half English and half 
German.  Most of us are blended Americans.  But it 
doesn’t matter.  That’s great news!  It won’t matter 
where I came from or where I live when Jesus 
returns. 

 
When we conducted those surveys, we would easily 
get through the first two questions.  Do you believe in 
heaven and hell?  Where do you think you’re going?  
It was the third question: “Why ... do you think you’re 
going there?” that caused the longest hesitation.  
Most believed they were going to heaven, but they 
didn’t know why or how.  Wouldn’t that be important 
to know?  If your friend said: “I’m going to Mars,” 
and you asked “How?” and she replied, “I don’t 
know.”  You’d better know if you plan on getting 
there. 
 
Today’s lesson adds another reason why some people 
thought they were going to heaven - Then you will 
say, ‘‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in 
our streets.”  They thought Jesus should let them in 
because they ate and drank with him and knew him. 
 
There’s something else here that might go unnoticed, 
but it’s critical.  Yes, he taught IN THEIR STREETS, but 
they didn’t actually get taught BY HIM.  The 
difference?  They knew about him, they just never 
took the time to sit and listen to him and learn 
salvation’s truths from him. 
 
That’s another myth about salvation that Jesus 
corrects.  They thought they knew Jesus, but Jesus 
will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from.   
 
That’s why it’s so vital that you get taught by Jesus.  
Listen to the Gospel!  Receive his Supper!  Read your 
devotions!  Study your Bible’s with other Christians!  
Memorize your Bible passages!  Gather in God’s 

house so you can sit or stand to worship him!  Yes, 
that takes effort.  That’s why Jesus has this message 
for you: “Make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door.”   
 
Jesus has some very strong words for us: “Away from 
me, all you evildoers!’  No matter how good you 
think you are, or I think I am, God says we do evil.  
That eliminates our seat at his heavenly banquet.  So 
how do filthy dirty sinners, like us, end up in heaven?  
 
Certain cleansers can get certain stains out.  Jesus’ 
blood gets every stain out, even those tough sins that 
are ground in to our souls.  Paul’s picture in 
Ephesians 5 is so clear: Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word. 
 
If you believe the life Jesus gave on the cross washed 
your sins away, no matter how sinful you are or have 
been, then Jesus’ promise in John 10: “I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved,” is your 
ticket to heaven. 

 
What’s the most significant name in the news these 
past few days, at least on the east coast?  It’s 
Florence — the hurricane.  Think about all the people 
who were on those barrier islands along the Carolina 
coast.  They were all told: “It’s a matter of life or 
death.  There’s only one way for you to safely get off 
the island.  Make sure to follow the evacuation 
route.” 
 

 So, it would be ridiculous, wouldn’t it, for a new 
resident to say: “You can’t limit my options to 
get to safety to only one road.  That’s not fair”? 

 Or, for a visitor to say: “Back home, we’ve got lots 
of roads.  I’m sure there are lots of ways to get 
safely off this island”? 

 Or, for a long-time resident to say: “I’ve lived here 
my whole life.  I know all about hurricane 
preparations.  I’ve got plenty of time to get 
safely across the bridge”? 

 
Jesus Christ is the only way off this island so we can 
arrive safely in heaven.  The book of Acts clearly 
marks our evacuation route: Salvation is found in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved! 
 


