
Revelation 21 – “The End Is Really the Beginning!” – 9/2/2018 

 
A guy asked his friend what his plans were for the 
future.  "Well,” he said, “I plan on graduating from 
college and getting a good job."  Then what?  “I’ll 
probably find a wife, get married, settle down and 
have a family." And then what?  He continued to 
walk his friend through his life until he got to his 
retirement and finally death.  Again, his friend 
asked, then what?  There was silence.  He had no 
answer.  It was obvious his friend hadn’t thought 
THAT far ahead. 
 
Have you?  Have you thought THAT far ahead?  
God only wants us to plant temporary roots here, 
because he’s promised something permanent 
which Jesus has gone to prepare.  One day we’ll 
leave this temporary place to live in a forever 
home.  Your relationship with Jesus now 
determines whether that forever home is heaven 
or hell. 
 
Revelation 21 is Jesus’ whetting your appetite for 
the forever home he’s preparing for you as we 
speak, and for all who believe in him.  For the 
believer in Christ the end of this life isn’t an end at 
all, “The End Is Really the Beginning” in a brand 
new heaven and earth.  
 
The Security System ... If you were to plan the 
ultimate retirement home - you would need a 
security system.  Many homes have security 
systems.  Some homes are even in a gated 
community, so only certain people have access.  
You can never have too much security! 
 
In his vision, God carried John up on a mountain 
and allowed him to see what no eyes had ever 
seen.  He saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem 
coming down out of the sky.  Just so you know, any 
time the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, or the city 
of God are used in Revelation it’s referring to all 
believers.  Also, the descriptions and 
measurements aren’t to be taken literally.  They’re 
trying to show how secure and solid, how perfect 
and beautiful heavenly glory is. 
 
As John looks from his vantage point, security is 
one of the first things he notices - those huge walls 

that surround the city.  If the angel’s 
measurements of the walls are correct, the form a 
perfect cube - 1,400 miles long, wide and high – as 
well as being 200 feet thick.  If you’ll recall your OT 
history, the Holy of Holies in the Temple was a 
perfect cube.  It was just a lot smaller 30 feet by 30 
by 30.  That represented God’s presence with his 
people. 
 
John’s eyes now spot 3 gates on each side of this 
city.  Which is similar to how the OT Israelites 
camped around the tabernacle in the wilderness.  3 
tribes were on the north - 3 on the south - 3 on the 
east - and 3 on the west.  That’s security in the 
middle of the desert.   
 
Not only were there huge walls around this city, 
but there was also an angel stationed at each of 
the 12 gates - keeping any intruders out.  Our 
heavenly home will be secure! 
 
So now the question becomes - how do we get in?  
We can’t go around these long walls, or climb over 
these high walls or break through these thick walls!  
We can’t overpower the angels, either! 
 
There are 12 gates, but none of them say: “Pretty 
good people enter here,” or “Church members 
enter here.”  Sometimes we have a hard time 
understanding this.  There’s still a part of us that 
thinks that just because we’re nice people and go 
to church we deserve heaven. 
 
But there is something written on the gates: the 
names of the 12 tribes of Israel are on the 12 gates.  
So, the only way in is if you are an Israelite.  That’s 
a problem.  We’re not Jewish.  We’re Gentiles. 
 
Hold on a second.  In the book of Romans, Paul 
explains that an Israelite from God’s perspective is 
anyone who believes God’s promise of the Savior, 
just like Abraham, the founding father of Israel, did.  
Just like you didn’t choose your earthly family, so, 
you couldn’t choose to be part of God’s family.  He 
chose you at your Baptism.  There’s great security 
in knowing that by believing in Jesus you’re 



allowed into the heavily fortified mansions of 
heaven. 
 
The Foundation ..... There are many beautiful 
homes with great security systems.  But they may 
still have a problem.  If they’re built on a hillside 
with a wonderful view, heavy rains can cause mud 
slides.  Many expensive homes are destroyed or 
ruined each year when the ground they’re built on 
slides right out from under them.  A solid 
foundation is necessary.  Jesus mentioned that in a 
parable where he warned against building on sandy 
soil.  It might look OK - but when the wind and the 
waves come - it gets swept away every time. 
 
A solid foundation is what people are searching for 
in this life, too.  We want to make sure that we 
have enough money saved up for retirement.  We 
want to make sure that we have a nice house to 
live in.  People are willing to work very hard to 
achieve these goals.   
 
The problem is while we’re slaving away for our 
future, we might be losing our present foundation.  
Our marriages and families and relationships and 
health often suffer because of our work overload.   
 
When health problems persist - the foundation of 
“I can take care of myself,” crumbles.  When our 
grandparents or parents die, the foundation of 
family is gone.  When retirement and pension 
funds shrink, our financial foundation disappears.  
We need something solid, something that lasts 
forever. 
 
John sees the only forever foundation in the city.  
He sees not one foundation - not two - but 12 
foundations!  That’s earthquake and mud slide 
proof!  And written on those 12 foundations are 
the names of the 12 apostles.  If you can’t name 
them, that’s OK.  It wasn’t the men who made 
these foundations so strong.  It was their 
confession about Jesus.  Paul told the Corinthians: 
“No one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
   
How reassuring is it to know that Jesus, our 
foundation is solid and complete.  When I trust in 
myself - I’m never done working, and my work is 

never good enough, either.  But on the cross Jesus 
said: “It is finished.”  His work of living a perfect 
life - and dying an innocent death in my place was 
complete.  When he rose from the dead - my 
salvation was complete.  That’s as solid as it gets. 
 
Think about how that compares to the things of 
this world.  If someone close to you says: “I don’t 
love you anymore - I’m leaving,” Jesus won’t, ever.  
If someone close to you dies - Jesus won’t, ever. 
He’s rock solid.  He’s what makes us sing: “On 
Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is 
sinking sand.” 
 
The Inside Walls ..... Up to this point in John’s 
vision of paradise, everything’s been perfect.  
Perfect security!  A perfect foundation!  But what 
about the inside?  What did John see when he was 
able to look down into the city from the top of the 
mountain? 
 
He mentions what he didn’t see: “I did not see a 
temple in the city.”  That surprised him.  Where 
would the sacrifices be made?  Where would they 
hear God’s Word, or find fellowship with other 
believers? 
   
Did you ever think about what else won’t be in 
heaven? God’s Word tells us unbelievers won’t be 
in heaven.  So, if your spouse or children, your 
parents or friends aren’t believers, they won’t be 
there.  That makes Pastor Kruschel’s message last 
week about sharing your faith and inviting people 
to church so vital and critical. 
 
What else won’t be in heaven?  The end of this life 
is really the beginning of no more crying.  No more 
pain.  No more tears.  No more saying “it’s too 
hot!” or “it’s too cold.”  No more deadlines.  No 
more backaches.  No more headaches.  No more 
sin! 
 
At first, it bothered John that there wasn’t a temple 
in heaven.  But then he realized why: “I didn’t see 
a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”  Sacrifices 
to God are no longer necessary.  The perfect Lamb 
was right there in front of him.  The Almighty God 
himself will live right next to his believers in a way 



he never has before.  When John realized that he 
could relax. 
 
What are your plans for the future?  Knowing 
where we’re going – heaven, and how we’re 
getting there – by faith in Jesus, allows you to relax 
as well. 
 
Today’s view of heaven through John’s eyes 
promises perfect security and a solid foundation.  
It’s an amazing place to live.  Isn’t it great to know 
then, that The End Is Really the Beginning! 


