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Nahum?  Who’s Nahum?  What’s Nahum?  He’s an 
Old Testament prophet who wrote a book with 
only 3 chapters.  His name means “Comfort.”  He’s 
from Elkosh, but we aren’t sure where that was. 
 
So, "What Could Nahum from Elkosh Possibly 
Teach Us Today?"  If God wrote it and had it 
recorded, then it’s definitely worth our time.  
Today, Nahum from Elkosh teaches us: 

1) We have lots of strong enemies.  But God 
wants us to know ...  2) Jesus has destroyed our 
enemies’ power.  And that means that ... 3) We 
celebrate Jesus. 

 
Nahum prophesied to God’s people, at least what 
was left of them, in Judah and around Jerusalem.  
In 3 short chapters God expresses his anger and 
targets his judgment at Nineveh, the capital of 
Assyria. 
 
Assyria was the archenemy of God’s people.  
Nahum wrote his words to Nineveh 150 years after 
Jonah spoke his words to Nineveh.  Jonah was 
God’s reluctant missionary who eventually made it 
to Nineveh with a little help from a big fish.  After 
he preached God’s Word the whole city repented.  
But eventually, they reverted back to their ruthless, 
wicked ways.  70 years after Jonah, Assyria 
conquered the 10 northern tribes of Israel.  Assyria 
would also invade the 2 southern tribes of Judah 
several times.  But they quite conquered them 
even though they destroyed some of their cities, 
carried off some of their kings and burn some of 
their farmland. 
 
When you hear what the enemy of God’s people 
put them through, you can understand why Judah 
would be so excited to hear Nahum’s words: This is 
what the LORD says: “Although the Assyrians have 
allies and are numerous, they will be destroyed 
and pass away.” 
 
Do we have enemies like Judah had, outside our 
borders?    Assyria was where present day Iraq is.  
We’re fighting Al-Qaeda, the Taliban and ISIS in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  Our troops are stationed and 

our ships are standing watch around the world to 
protect us from attack. 
 
We’re also under attack from enemies inside our 
borders: 

 Those who promote abortion – taking the life 
of an unborn child. 

 Those who promote not letting God end life, 
but taking matters into their own hands and 
calling it mercy, or an assist. 

 Those who promote perverted lifestyles and 
changing God’s design for marriage. 

 Those who promote eliminating Christianity all 
together. 

 
Who are our enemies?  Our real enemies are the 
devil and his demons!  Does anyone else hate you 
so much that the sole purpose of their existence is 
to drag you down the path of sin, away from your 
Lord, so that hell is your final destination? 
 
That’s nothing new.  It was going on during Nahum 
from Elkosh’s time.  It was going on during a monk 
from Wittenberg’s time.  Luther wrote in his Large 
Catechism: "Now, what is the devil?  Nothing else 
than what the Scriptures call him, a liar and a 
murderer.  A liar who seduces the heart from God’s 
Word and blinds it, making you unable to feel your 
needs or to come to Christ.  A murderer who 
begrudges you every hour of your life.  If only you 
could see how many daggers, spears and arrows 
are at every moment aimed at you!" 
 
And so we wonder: will we ever win in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, or the war going on against 
Christianity?  Or, the war against Satan – that 
determines the eternal destination of our soul?  
Yes, we have lots of strong enemies.  But God 
wants us to know ... Jesus has destroyed our 
enemies’ power. 
 
God promised Judah that their enemies’ time 
would come to an end: Although I have afflicted 
you, Judah, I will afflict you no more.  I will break 
their yoke from your neck and tear your shackles 
away.”  God takes responsibility for allowing the 



Ninevites to enslave Judah.  He’s also responsible 
for unleashing a triple judgment on Judah’s enemy:  

 First ... You will have no descendants to bear 
your name.  That’s true.  No one says: “I’m an 
Assyrian,” anymore. 

 Second ... I will destroy the images and idols 
that are in the temple of your gods.  Fulfilled!  
Nobody worships – Ashur, Marduk, Nabu or 
any of the other Assyrian gods. 

 Third ... I will prepare your grave, for you are 
vile.  In less than 30 years God’s words would 
ring true.  Nineveh was so completely 
annihilated by the Babylonians that armies 
would marched right over the city of Nineveh 
and never knew the ruins of this once proud 
and powerful city were under their feet.  
Archeologists uncovered what little was left in 
1845. 

 
Wouldn’t it be reassuring to know that our nation’s 
enemies will also face defeat, just like Judah’s?  
That terrorists and those who want to do us harm 
can’t?  That the Supreme Court declare abortion 
and same sex marriage and assisted suicide 
unconstitutional? 
 
I’ve got even better news than that ... Not every 
terrorist has been captured, but Satan has been!  
Jesus sentenced him to hell!  2,000 years ago Jesus 
defeated the devil’s biggest weapons – the agony 
of death, and the suffering of hell, and then 
promised: "Because I live, you will live also!" 
 
The news gets even better ... Our earthly enemies 
may not be destroyed, but sin is!  2,000 years ago 
Jesus made envy, lust and hatred disappear when 
he forgave our envy, our lust, our hatred along with 
every other sin we committed on the cross.  “He 
canceled the written code when he took it away, 
nailing it to the cross.” 
 
Yes, we have lots of strong enemies who will 
continue to do bad things to us, our family and our 
faith.  But God wants us to know Jesus has 
destroyed our enemies’ power.  Eventually, we, 
who know Jesus by faith, are going to a place – 
prepared by Jesus – where sin and death and Satan 
won’t bother us again, ever!  But until we get there 
… let’s celebrate Jesus. 

 
God pronounced his triple judgment on Nineveh, 
now he suggests a triple reaction for Judah at the 
news of her enemy’s defeat: 

 First ... There on the mountains, the feet of one 
who brings good news, who proclaims peace!  
Every Israelite wanted to be the messenger 
who brought the news of victory from the 
battlefield. 

 Second ... Celebrate your festivals.  Celebrate 
your release from Egypt with your Feast of the 
Passover in spring.  Celebrate your temporary 
homes in the desert with your Feast of Booths 
in fall.  Celebrate your arrival in the Promised 
Land of Canaan with your Feast of the First 
fruits in summer.  This would have been a 
huge deal for them.  The constant attacks by 
their enemies forced them to set aside these 
celebration times.  

 Third ... Fulfill your vows.  Whatever you 
promised the Lord you’d do, go ahead and do 
it!  Nothing’s holding you back now.   

 
What great suggestions for us too!  If our nation’s 
enemies were gone and there were no more 
threats we’d tell people who didn’t know and we’d 
get to church to celebrate.  Wouldn’t that be even 
more true having the best news of all – we have a 
Savior, Jesus Christ? 

 First ... Bring the good news!  You know 
someone who doesn’t trust in Christ, or hasn’t 
heard about him lately.  These Sundays in Fall 
are an excellent time to show some interest in 
that family member or friend and pray for 
them.  Ask the Lord for an opening to tell them 
about Jesus and bring them to hear more. 

 Second ... Celebrate your festivals!  Our weekly 
worship is the perfect time to sing his praise 
and express our joy that he’s brought us 
together as brothers and sisters in Christ.  It’s 
the perfect time to unite our ears in hearing 
his Word and our mouths in receiving his 
Supper.   

 Third ... Fulfill your vows!  When we were 
confirmed, we promised, with God’s help, to 
use Scripture and Sacrament so we would 
remain in faith until the end.  Now’s a good 
time to renew that!  When we were married, 



we promised, with God’s help, to stand by our 
spouse until the end.  Now’s a good time to 
renew that!  When we brought our children to 
baptism, we promised, with God’s help, to 
bring them up knowing Jesus until the end.  
Now’s a good time to renew that! 

 
Wow!  That Nahum from Elkosh can really teach a 
lesson.  He taught us a lot today!  The Bible teaches 
us a lot every day.  So why not rededicate yourself, 
in these early days of Fall, to studying the Bible on 
your own or with a group.  It’s God’s Book of your 
salvation! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


