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Worship at St. Paul’s in December

12/2

… 9:30 am — Advent One: The Gift of Hope

12/9

… 9:30 am — Advent Two: The Gift of Peace

12/12 … 4:30-6:00 pm — Holiday Feast
12/12 … 6:30 am — Advent/Christmas Concert
12/16 … 9:30 am — Sunday School Christmas

12/23 … 9:30 am — Advent Four: The Gift of Love
12/24 … 4:00 pm — Grade School Christmas
12/25 … 9:30 am — Christmas Day Song Service
12/30 … 9:30 am — Christmas Worship
12/31 … 6:30 pm — New Year’s Eve Candlelight

I Want to Get Closer to God!
Can God help me get to know him better?
Steve and Keri attended the Christmas party for Steve’s company. It wasn’t much fun,
though. Even though all the other party-goers were enjoying themselves and each other’s
company, Steve and Keri were pretty much ignored. In the middle of all the festivities and
holiday cheer, they didn’t feel like they fit in.
There was a reason for that. Steve recently joined the company and didn’t know many
people at work. He knew a couple of their names, but didn’t know the people very well. And
when you’re the quiet type any way, it’s hard to jump into Christmas party conversations.
If only someone could bridge the gap and help Steve and Keri connect with those people
better!
Do you ever feel distant from your Creator? Sure, you know there’s a God, but you just
don’t feel close to him all the time. It’s a terrible feeling, even if it’s only for awhile.
Thankfully, God has bridged that gap to help us connect with him and get to know him better.
The Bible tells us, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the
Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18). And has he ever! The “One and Only” is
Jesus. He came to this world as a baby, as one of us, to help us know God better.
The birth of Jesus is a big celebration because it’s what God did for us to get us closer to
him. On the night of his birth an angel told shepherds, “Today a Savior has been born to
you” (Luke 2:11).
You see, the selfish things we’ve done, thought or said create
distance between imperfect us and our perfect Creator. God
knew that and sent Jesus to bridge the gap. He came to us, and
took our punishment for every one of those selfish words, actions
and thoughts. That way we could see and understand God’s love.
Jesus’ birth — the cradle, was the start. Jesus’ death — the cross,
was the clincher.
Do you know how Steve and Keri felt? You’ll never have to feel
that way with God because of Christmas. Jesus came so we
would know God better, so we could call him “Father!”
Do you know any Steve’s or Keri’s — people who don’t feel a connection or a closeness to
God? Christmas is a perfect time to invite them to join you, or better yet, bring them along
with you to our Christmas celebrations at St. Paul’s. 80% of unchurched people interviewed
said they would accept an invitation to come to church during Christmas. (Check out the list
of service dates and times on the front cover.)
God willing, we are going to have guests and visitors at St. Paul’s for our Christmas services.
Don’t make them feel like Steve and Keri at the company Christmas party. Greet them and
welcome them — don’t let them feel ignored. Introduce yourself to them — bridge the gap!
Your connection with them may be the way God is using to connect them to their Savior.
Christmas invitations for you to pass out are available in the church entryway. The children
in our St. Paul’s School are coloring invitations to personally hand out themselves.
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Coordinating Church Council - 11/25/2018
We began the evening with a devotion given by Pastor Marshall on the Third Commandment. The meeting
was called to order at 6:05 PM. In attendance were: Dave Hintz, Ken Trossen, Ruben Villa, Don Kolander,
Mike Fairbanks & Pastor Marshall.
Minutes: MMS&P to accept the minutes of September 30, 2018 meeting as published.
Membership Changes:
Transfers to St. Paul’s from another WELS Congregation: Lynn Schmidt from St. Andrew’s – Milwaukee, WI.
Transfers from St. Paul’s to another WELS Congregation: Denise Luke to Resurrection – Milwaukee, WI.
MMS&P to approve the membership changes as presented.
Pastors Report: Presented by Pastor Marshall:
Baptisms:
Kendra Mae Seals
11/03/2018
Weddings:
Christopher Drzewiecki & Taylor Leiske
Robert Alhrichs & Katherine Sterner
Funerals:
Edward Maurice Siegel
01/21/1942
Edward Robert Luedtke
09/09/1929
Lois Joyce Broekema
03/27/1940
Margaret Marie Gordon
10/07/1926

11/03/2018
10/20/2018
10/20/2018
10/00/2018
10/07/2018
10/21/2018
11/27/2018

10/09/2018
10/15/2018
10/24/2018
11/01/2018

Financial Report: Mr. Trossen reported total offerings for November as of 11/24/2018 were $76,163.80 and
total expenses were $84,902.93 leaving a November deficit of ($8,739.13).
School Board: Mr. Kolander reported the Fall Festival & Auction raised over $2,000 for our school, the
Christmas Eve Service will be at 4:00 pm, the 7th graders visited WLHS on 11/13/18, currently four 8th graders
are registered to attend WLHS next year, the children did a great job singing for the 125th service, and we will
soon put up a banner with information about our participation as a School Choice.
Member Ministry Board: Mr. Fairbanks reported three new computers were installed in the church office.
We thank Mr. Fairbanks for all his work on our computer system. Mr. Fairbanks is currently working on some
telephone and network system problems at church & school.
Properties Board: Mr. Hintz distributed notes showing open projects numbering 21. The Properties Group
continues to work on these open projects on a priority basis. More helping hands are needed! Contact the
church office or properties chairman Mr. Dave Hintz. Next work weekend is December 1, from 8 am to Noon.
Old Business: Mr. Trossen reported the 125th Anniversary Dinner went well. The next part of the project is to
produce an Anniversary Booklet and DVD of pictures and guest preachers. The next Thrivent Action Teams
are the Holiday Feast, the Holiday Lunch and the Lakeshore BB Tournament. We are currently contacting
men to serve on our Coordinating Church Council. At our annual planning meeting we identified three
MAJOR areas to work on this next church year: 1) Increase enrollment at our school. 2) Increase worship &
communion attendance. 3) Expand our outreach in the community.
New Business: The Fellowship Time on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month will begin again in January.
They took time off while the 125th Anniversary Committee did snacks on Sundays with our guest preachers.
Tammy Smukowski has offered to head up the 2nd Sunday, now that her daughter, Ashley Hill and Kristin
Schneider have moved to North Carolina. We thank Ashley and Kristin for their work in providing delicious
treats and starting Fellowship Time. LuAnn Gaertner and Sandy Marshall will resume their work on the 4th
Sunday. Thank You for their willingness to encourage Fellowship and Friendship. We’ll try to secure Thrivent
Action Team funds so there will be no out-of-pocket expenses. We have received a second financial gift from
a former members who want to remain anonymous! In gratitude to the Lord for their St. Paul’s family of faith
they have given $25,000. Discussion on the Edward Siegel Estate, which Mr. Siegel generously willed to St.
Paul’s Church. We’re looking to form a committee to administer the estate. Contact: Ruben Villa.
Announcements: Next CC Meeting: 1/6/2019. We adjourned at 7:40 with prayer. Recording: Ken Trossen
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS
Christmas Eve Service
We hope that many of you will be able to attend the special Christmas Eve service on
Monday, December 24 at 4:00 PM. The theme of the service will be REJOICE! Students
in grades K4-8 will share recitations and songs that remind us of the joy that is ours
because of the birth of our Savior King. That joy will lead us to REJOICE each day as we
recognize the blessings that we receive through that child born in Bethlehem!
Christmas Caroling
Students in grades K4-4 will be going to Williamstown Bay Apartments in
Cudahy on Tuesday, December 18. While there, they will sing various
Christmas songs and carols for the residents. What a wonderful opportunity to
spread some Christmas cheer while sharing their faith in the newborn King!

New Banner
A new 4x10 banner was recently purchased to share some information about our school with the
families in our neighborhood. The banner will be hung on the playground fence that runs along
Armour Ave. We hope to purchase additional banners in the future for the front of school as well as
the Layton Ave. board. If you know of anyone that might be interested in a Christian education at St.
Paul’s, please have them contact the school!
Fall Festival
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped with the Fall Festival. We had a
wonderful evening of food, fun, and fellowship. The younger students enjoyed the
games and activities that were offered. Through our auction we were able to raise
more than $2,000 in support of our school.
Holiday Lunch
Each year we at St. Paul’s Lutheran School look forward to the special
Holiday Lunch that is prepared for students, faculty, and staff. This
year’s meal will be served on Wednesday, December 19.
MLC Meet Math Update
The students in grades 5-8 are taking part in the annual MLC Math Meet competition. Schools are
divided into groups based on enrollment. There is a series of four tests that are written throughout
the school year. After two tests, the 7-8 graders are in third place. Their division includes twenty-one
teams from all over the nation including Florida, Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, and Virginia. Kyle
Leverence and Hannah Trotter are in the top 10 of the individual competition. The 5-6 grade is
currently at the top of their division. Emma Trotter and Brooklyn Dressler are also near the top of
their group’s individual competition. Good luck to all of the students on the final two tests of this
year’s competition!
Upcoming Events
December 12
December 21
December 24
January 3
January 16-20

Special Advent Service – 6:30 PM
Christmas Break Begins – 11:30 AM
Christmas Eve Service – 4:00 PM
Back to School / Classes Resume
Lakeshore Basketball Tournament
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November Church & School Income & Expenses
November Income .....................$89,302.00
November Expenses .................$63,832.00
WOW! God is good! His blessings flow! While that is true every
day and every month. November has been an especially blessed
month when we look at the resources God has provided for our St. Paul’s family.
Let’s talk expenses first. We had $12,000 in expenses “over-and-above” our usual budgeted
expenses which included $7,000 for security cameras at school, $4,100 in furnace repair and
$900 in school roof repairs.

Now let’s talk expenses. In spite of those added expenses, the Lord generously supplied us with
the gifts to cover those expenses. Then, He went “above-and-beyond” with our next School
Choice check of $24,000, along with $17,000 when we closed a Chase Bank account, and
$25,000 from former members (who want to remain anonymous) but are so thankful to the Lord
for their St. Paul’s family of faith and the faithful Gospel message they heard every week.
Thanksgiving isn’t just a holiday, it is a way of life for God’s people who have experienced His
pardon and love and look for ways to respond in appreciation! Christ’s Love does Compel Us!

Wednesday, December 12 at 6:30 pm
Advent / Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 16 at 9:30 am
Sunday School Children’s Service & Communion
Sunday, December 23 at 9:30 am
Our Christmas Celebration Begins
Monday, December 24 at 4:00 pm
Grade School Christmas Eve Service

Tuesday, December 25 at 9:30 am
Christmas Day Festival of Songs

(No Service on Thursday, December 27)
Sunday, December 30 at 9:30 am
Our Christmas Celebration Continues
Monday, December 31 at 6:30 pm
New Year’s Eve Candlelight & Communion
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Online Directory and Mobile App Instructions
Easy to download! Easy to use!
Downloading the Mobile App:
Go to your mobile app store and
search for “Guide Book Publishing”
Download the app to your mobile device
Enter your mobile privacy code
“stpaulscudahy” then click “Submit”
Enter your personal username & password
&
click “Go” (If you want your log-in information stored, select “Remember Me”)
Once you have logged into your directory’s mobile app you will see a complete list of members,
individuals, staff and also ministry groups.
Search Features:

To locate a member of family you have 2 options:
Type the name in the “Search” box and
click on the blue “finder” button
Click on the first letter of the member
or family’s last name

Write your message and hit “Send”
One Touch Emailing:

Email an Individual:

Locate the member you want to email
Click on their profile image
Click on their email address
Write your email and hit “Send”

Email a Family:

Locate the family you want to email
Click on their profile image
Click on “Email Family”
Write your email and hit “Send”

One Touch Mapping/Directions:
Locate desired member or family
Click on their street address
A map to their house will appear
Follow directions provided
Uploading a New Photo:
Go to your individual member or
family profile
Select “Change Photo”
Click Update

One Touch Texting:
Locate the member you want to message
Click on their profile image
Click on the “SMS” icon by their cell
phone number

Our Mission as St. Paul’s Congregation
Building Relationships:
Connecting with God, Connecting with Our Neighbors
God designed people for relationships. He wants us to be connected with Him
and connected with other people.
To connect us with Him - He has given us the good news of Jesus Christ
in Word and Sacraments.
To connect us with others - He has given spiritual gifts to each of us,
and prepared in advance good works for us to do.
Through Jesus, earthly relationships become eternal relationships.
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Young Family Open Gym Night
Thursday, December 13 from 6:00 – 7:00 PM(ish), is the next Open Gym for
Young Families. We had a terrific turn-out at our November “Play-Date.” While
everyone is welcome, we especially want this to be a time that our toddlers and
preschoolers can get some energy out,
meet some new friends, and have fun.
If you have any questions, please call
Daniel and Melissa Tomczyk
at 414-367-8009 or email them at
dan.mel.tomczyk@gmail.com. If you
missed November, come in December.

SUNDAY SCHOOL ... SUNDAY 8:30-9:15 AM
Ages 3-12 years old meet in the school.
BIBLE STUDY ... SUNDAY 8:30-9:15 AM, repeated MONDAY 6:30-7:45 PM
To The Ends of the Earth Video,
STARTING POINT ... WEDNESDAY 6:30-7:45 PM
Those interested in learning more about the Bible and membership at St. Paul’s.
WOMEN’S ... 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM … 1st and 3rd TUESDAY of the month
At Dorothy Schlueter’s Home: 6215 Walnut Lane #41 – Cudahy.
MEN’S BREAKFAST ... 6:15 AM … 1st and 3rd TUESDAY of the month
At Andrea’s Restaurant: 5921 S. Packard Ave. – Cudahy
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December 2 … Hope
December 9 … Peace
December 16 … Joy
December 23 … Love

Wednesday, December 12
THE HOLIDAY FEAST

A delicious meal served with all the trimmings!
4:30-6:00 pm
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Featuring: St. Paul’s Jr. and Sr. Choirs
“The Bells of Zion” Handbells
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