
 

Celebration of Life - “More Than Just a Cause!” - Genesis 4:1 

 
Both sides prepared for confrontation.  Thousands 
of supporters for both Pro-life and Pro-choice 
(which is code for Pro-abortion) faced off.  Some 
were screaming at each other.  Some were silently 
holding protest signs.  Some were singing songs.  
Some were praying.  Some linked arms to keep 
women from going into the clinic.  Some formed a 
human barrier so pro-choice escorts could walk 
women into the clinic. 
 
But here’s what’s interesting.  The next week the 
crowds, on both sides, had shrunk considerably.  
And even more the week after that.  By the end of 
the 4-week protest there were only a handful of 
people who protested for maybe an hour.  What 
started off with such huge crowds and expectations 
had eventually fizzled out. 
 
That can happen with causes.  Emotions can only 
last so long.  It’s not that people stop believing or 
caring, it’s that causes, over time, can get old.  
What people are willing to put themselves through 
might not be what it was last year, or even last 
week. 
 
I’m telling you this so that we can be reminded that 
today’s Celebration of Life is “More Than Just a 
Cause!” 

• It goes beyond this worship service or an 
offering envelope. 

• It goes beyond the local WELS Lutherans for 
Life pregnancy counseling center, or Christian 
Life Resources. 

• It goes beyond pamphlets, living wills and 
power of attorney for health care. 

• It goes beyond Supreme Court justices and 
keeping track of the latest developments in 
stem cell research. 

This Is Life!  And Life is more than just a cause. 
 
Moms, remember when the doctor placed a baby, 
your baby, on you moments after delivery?  That 
bowling ball you carried around for nine months is 
now, “My son!” or “My daughter!” 
 
Dads, remember when you finally put down your 

video camera (today it would be your phone) and 
held your son or daughter, and you thought: “Boy 
am I glad I didn’t have to deliver this!”  No!  You 
thought, “What a miracle!  This is my child!” 
 
Wonder what it must have been like for the world’s 
first mom to deliver the world’s first baby?  Or, for 
the world’s first dad to watch that first birth?  Our 
Bible gives us some idea: Adam lay with his wife 
Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain.  
She said, “With the help of the Lord I have 
brought forth a man.” 
 
Can’t you just hear Eve?  “This is amazing!  This is 
unbelievable!  God has allowed me to participate in 
the creation of another human life!”  Can’t you just 
picture Eve?  Staring into the eyes of tiny Cain as 
she counts his fingers and toes. 
 
This may be old news for us, who have seen it 
before, but this was the world’s first birth.  It had 
to be breath-taking for her.  Do you see human life 
the way Eve did - as a miracle of God’s creative 
hand, as a gift from a gracious God?  And not just 
your kids or grandkids or those nearest and dearest 
to you, but every human life? 
 
Christian author Dorothy Williams, describes the 
miracle of human life in this unique way when she 
writes: 

“No two people laugh at the exact same things 
you laugh at.  They don’t sneeze the same way 
you do.  No one is loved by the same 
combination of people as you are loved by.  
Nowhere in all of history, will there be going on 
in one’s soul, mind and spirit, the same exact 
things that are going on in yours right now.  If 
you didn’t exist there would be a hole in 
creation, a gap in history, something missing 
from God’s plan.  No one can reach out to others 
the same way that you can.  No one can comfort 
with your kind of comfort.  No one can smile 
your smile.  And so dear, special, irreplaceable 
person, notice the gift you are to others.  Enjoy 
it!  Value it!  Celebrate it!  Be very thankful for 
it!” 

 



 

How do we value others?  Isn’t it based on 
personality and how it meshes with our own?  Isn’t 
it based on lifestyle and how similar it is to ours?  
Isn’t it based on relationship and how close they 
are to us? 
 
Those factors aren’t bad, but they tend to give our 
sinful nature a built-in excuse to value some, while 
not valuing others at all.  We can get so wrapped 
up in what bugs us about others that we don’t see 
them the way God sees them, the way Eve saw 
baby Cain, the way Dorothy Williams described 
them – unique, valuable, a miracle. 
 
What do you think about other people ….. at your 
work, in your family, the one driving too slow in 
front of you, your fellow members here at St. 
Paul’s?  Do you value the miracle of every life 
simply because it’s a life created by God with 
eternal importance? 
 
There’s a Hebrew word in our verse that 
translators aren’t sure how to translate.  “With the 
help of the Lord I have brought forth a man” is the 
way our translation reads.  Martin Luther, among 
others, translated it this way: “I have brought forth 
a man – the LORD.” 
 
Luther had Eve thinking she had just given birth to 
the “Head Crusher” God promised in Genesis 3.  He 
had her remembering how she and her husband 
had been tricked by the serpent.  How she hid with 
Adam in the bushes.  How sweet the fruit of that 
Tree sadly turned into the bitter taste of guilt. 
 
What ran through her mind when she found out 
that this man she called, “the LORD,” was actually 
the cold-blooded killer of Abel, her other son?  Was 
she crying at Abel’s funeral and blaming herself, 
“It’s all my fault!  It’s all my fault!”? 
 
Why is there abortion and suicide and assisted 
suicide and kids left in garbage bags and hatred 
and gossip?  It’s not just “other people’s fault.”  It’s 
my fault!  It’s your fault!  Each of us carries the 
same sinful nature that produces all that rotten 
stuff. 
 
But here’s where we see our incredible God at 

work.  Eve’s sin didn’t stop God’s activity of grace.  
Your sin, my sin can’t stop God’s activity of grace, 
either.  Jesus came to this world to forgive sins.  
Whether you’ve murdered life through your 
thoughts, your words, or your actions, the Lord of 
life points you to a cross that shouts: “It is 
finished!”  Guilt is finished!  Dealing with a hurtful 
past is finished!  Words I wish I could take back are 
finished!  Thinking the worst about those I don’t 
like - finished! 
 
Instead, a God who is responsible for every single 
human conception says in his tender voice as our 
Father: “I am he who blots out your transgressions 
and remembers your sins no more!” 
 
The more you focus on God’s activity of grace, the 
more you’ll think about what can you do to 
celebrate life in your own life?  There’s plenty, but 
here are two things: Pray and Pay. 
 
Pray.  That sounds like such a religious cliché, 
doesn’t it?  But if you believe what the Bible says 
about God’s powerful promises attached to prayer 
is there any better place to start? 

• Pray for the single mom who made the Godly 
decision to keep her baby, but is now 
struggling to make ends meet. 

• Pray for the women that bought into the 
abortion lie and now carries guilt.  Pray they 
trust that Jesus’ blood covers their sin. 

• Pray for hospice workers, those angels of 
mercy, who comfort and hold the hands of 
those at the end of life’s journey. 

• Pray for our judges whose judgments shape the 
value of life in our country. 

 
Pray and Pay.  Can you find a few dollars to support 
life agencies like Christian Life Resources?  In two 
weeks, on March 10, you’ll find their envelope in 
your offering packet.  Your dollars combined with 
other Christians support counselors who keep a 
scared teenage girl from making a life-altering 
decision.  It allows another family dealing with end-
of-life issues to make a God-pleasing decision.  It 
keeps a hurting person from pulling the trigger, or 
popping pills to end it all. 
 



 

This Is Life!  And today’s Celebration of Life is 
“More Than Just a Cause!”  You see, every life at 
every stage – like our next hymn reminds us – 
matters to God.  Shouldn’t it matter to us too? 


