
September 15, 2019 – Judges 7:1-8 – “The Credit Goes to God” 
 

1)   What’s the message in the story about an 
underdog?  Is that the message God wants to teach 
us in Gideon vs. Midian? 
 
The movie Hoosiers is all about an underdog.  In 
1954, a tiny high school wins the Indiana state 
basketball tournament by beating one of the 
largest high schools in the state. 
 
ESPN just came out with a list of the top 40 stories 
in sports over the past 40 years.  Their top pick was 
about an underdog – the Miracle on Ice.  At the 
1980 Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, NY, the US 
hockey team made up of college players defeated 
the best team in the world – the Russians who 
were all professionals. 
 
We love an underdog.  People call it David vs. 
Goliath.  We could also call it Gideon vs. Midian.  
Gideon and his 300 were certainly a huge underdog 
against the army of Midian.  But there’s a big 
difference between the typical underdog story and 
the Bible’s account of David vs. Goliath, or Gideon 
vs. Midian. 
 
The typical underdog story goes something like 
this: No matter how small you are, if your heart is 
big enough and you give it all you’ve got, you’ll 
come out on top. 
 
That IS NOT the lesson the Lord taught David or 
Gideon.  And, that IS NOT what he wants to teach 
us either.  He actually teaches the opposite.  The 
credit doesn’t go to the biggest heart or the 
hardest worker.  The Credit Goes to God.  If that’s 
what the Lord taught Gideon, then that’s what he 
wants to teach us. 
 
2)   How did the Lord make it clear to Gideon that 
The Credit Goes to God?  He told Gideon: "You 
have too many men.  I can’t deliver Midian into 
their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My 
own strength has saved me.’" 
 
The credit doesn’t go to inner strength or all-out 
effort.  It doesn’t go to luck either.  The Credit 

Goes to God.  If the Lord made it humanly 
impossible for Gideon and his men to win, then 
there’d be no question who gets the credit. 
 
By the way, do you know Gideon and his situation?  
We met Gideon this summer during our Heroes of 
Faith Bible Study on Sunday Morning.  The 
Midianites were a ruthless bunch who came in 
swarms on the Israelites.  They invaded their land, 
stole their crops and cattle and burned their 
homes.  To go up against Midian, the Lord picked 
quiet and shy Gideon.  He would train him to trust 
him while leading Israel’s army. 
 
Israel’s first troop count was 32,000.  That made 
them a clear underdog to Midian’s 120,000 troops.  
At 4-to-1 the odds are not very good, but maybe 
with some skillful leadership and determination - 
those 32,000 could pull off the upset, or at least 
make the Midianites leave them alone. 
 
But instead of increasing the troop count and 
improving their odds, the Lord cut back the 
number.  He had Gideon trim the ranks by sending 
home whoever was afraid.  General Gideon’s heart 
sank and his voice stuttered when he gave the Lord 
the latest intel report: 22,000 of my men just went 
home.  I’ve only got 10,000 left.  We barely had a 
chance before.  Now we have no chance."  
 
The Lord’s answer?  "Still too many."  He whittled 
the number down to 300.  Outnumbered 400-to-1 
is right where the Lord wanted it.  Victory was 
impossible.  Just surviving was impossible, no 
matter how strong or skillfully the soldier.  The 
Lord makes it unmistakably clear: The Credit Goes 
to God. 
 
3)   How do we fail to give all the credit to God, 
even when we know better?  Each of us here 
knows that The Credit Goes to God.  And you’re 
more than willing to sing it and say it, too.  But are 
you living it?  Gideon put his life on the line by 
trusting God.  If the Lord didn’t live up to his 
promise, Gideon and those 300 would have been 
massacred. 



 
Do we live our lives convinced The Credit Goes to 
God?  If we did, we wouldn’t worry - ever, would 
we?  Does God take care of us no matter what 
problems come?  So why worry? 
 
If we were convinced that The Credit Goes to God, 
we wouldn’t complain either.  Complaining tells 
God he hasn’t done enough to take care of us.  Are 
we ready to put our lives on the line for God, like 
Gideon did?  We struggle to even put a portion of 
our time and treasures on the line for God. 
 
How many years must God provide for us before 
we're convinced that he’ll supply our needs?  Do 
we think we have to hold something back because 
we can’t trust God’s plans for our present?   
 
The present for Gideon appears hopeless.  He’s 
outnumbered and outgunned.  But the God of 
Angel Armies has a strategy?  Do you remember 
what it was?  Those 300 men would be armed with 
a trumpet, a jar and a torch.  After surrounding the 
Midianite camp at night, they would break the jars, 
hold the torch in their left hand, the trumpet in 
their right hand and shout as loud as they could. 
 
Some strategy!  That’d be like trying to win a 
football game with only the fans shouting in the 
stands and no players on the field.  As important as 
fan support is, it’s impossible to win without 
players.  How can an army win without soldiers 
fighting, or using weapons? 
 
No military academy would ever teach that 
strategy.  That tactic sounds as ridiculous as 
marching around a city 7 times to make its walls 
fall down.  The Lord, and only the Lord could make 
such a plan work.  That’s why all The Credit Goes to 
God. 
 
4)   How does the Lord train us to be more like 
Gideon?  First of all, although Gideon 
demonstrated great faith when he faced Midian 
with only the Lord’s promise of victory, he didn’t 
completely learn his lesson.  After the victory, he 
Gave Credit to God, but he was also responsible 
for making a golden religious symbol that the 

people worshiped.  He robbed God of the credit he 
deserved. 
 
Like Gideon, our life is also a constant time of 
training.  If you ever reach a point in your life 
where you say: "I will give God all the credit.  And 
from now on, he doesn’t need to train me 
anymore," you are in deep trouble.  We need God’s 
continuous training sessions.  He often does to us 
what he did to Gideon - puts us in situations where 
we can’t figure out how we’ll ever make it.  A 
health or a financial issue.  A struggle in raising 
your children, or not knowing how we’re going to 
take care of an aging parent.  Losing friends, work 
or school difficulties.  Loneliness, helplessness, 
depression.  At times, life may seem impossible, 
like we’re overmatched against the Midianites. 
 
The Lord makes it look that way, so that we stop 
trusting ourselves.  Our only option, our only hope 
is the Lord and his promises.  When he promises 
not to give us more than we can bear, that promise 
doesn’t add: more than we can bear with our own 
strength.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote: 
"God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will provide a way out so that you 
can stand up under it."  What’s the way out?  
Giving up on our own strength and relying on his 
strength and his promises.  Then The Credit Goes 
to God. 
 
5)   How can we live in a way that all the Credit 
Goes to God?  We do that when he’s our first 
choice, instead of our last resort when the difficult 
and the impossible are staring right at us. 
 
That’s something that begins in the heart.  Find 
shelter in your God, by finding security in his Word.  
When we call: “Lord, help me,” he answers our 
prayers through his Word.  His Word brings our 
Savior to us along with all his promises.  What else 
do we need? 
 
Jesus faced an enemy far worse than the 
Midianites, when he marched into Satan’s 
backyard.  He looked like an underdog.  To human 
eyes Jesus seemed powerless as he hung on the 



cross, and defeated as his lifeless body was laid in a 
tomb. 
 
But there was so much more than the eye could 
see. 

• As true God, he carried out a life of perfection 
for you, as promised. 

• As true God, he paid for your sins with his 
death, as promised. 

• As true God, he delivered victories over sin, 
death and Satan for you, as promised. 

• As true God, he provides his own body and 
blood in a meal of bread and wine for your 
forgiveness, as promised. 

 
When it comes to your eternal salvation, and your 
earthly blessings - The Credit Goes to God – all of 
it, every time! 


