
October 20, 2019 - Luke 16:19-31 – “This Is Why You're a Christian!” 

 
 
Being a Christian is hard.  Rich people run for 
political office.  Pampered athletes complain about 
their working conditions.  Self-important celebrities 
get all the attention.  All this while we slave away 
day after day.  In a world of religious toleration, it 
seems the only faith that can’t be tolerated in the 
Christian faith. 
 
Since it is hard being a Christian, it’s good for us, 
from time to time, to get an encouraging reminder 
of why we're Christians.  God's Word does that 
today. 
 
So, “This Is Why You’re a Christian!”  1) Hell is 
terrible.  2) Heaven is terrific.  3) So, listen to the 
Scriptures.  (And encourage your loved ones to do 
the same!) 
 

(1) 
This is Jesus' story of the Rich Man and poor 
Lazarus.  Let’s start with the rich man: There was a 
rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day.  He was used to a 
life of luxury.  Purple’s a color and linen’s a cloth 
only rich people could afford.  His problem?  He 
focused on himself, instead of God. 
 
Are you like him?  “Of course not.  I struggle to 
make ends meet.  I'm not a rich politician or a 
pampered athlete.  I’m not a spoiled celebrity or a 
greedy person.”  Think again.  Not many do physical 
labor like our parents and grandparents did 
anymore.  We buy food, clothes, household items, 
electronics, almost everything, including cars from 
our couch.  And everything, even cars, gets 
delivered to our house. 
 
We have our own little paradise where the couch is 
warm, the drinks are cold, the food is filling, the 
channels are surfed and the internet is browsed. 
At that point: who really needs God? 
 
That was the rich man's attitude.  How did that 
work out for him?  The rich man died and was 
buried.  The grave is a great equalizer. 
 

It gets worse, much worse: In hell, where his soul 
was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side.  He’s terrified. 
Hell is eternal.  Even our worst day on earth has an 
escape.  Hell has no escape, ever.  Add in his regret 
as he sees Lazarus in glory, knowing that could 
have been him, too.  Jesus also died for him, but he 
rejected that.  He had no time for Jesus. 
 
In desperation he calls out: “Father Abraham, have 
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am 
in agony in this fire.”  How bad is hell?  One teeny 
tiny drop of water brings relief from the flames 
that can never be extinguished, ever.  He carries 
the eternal blame for his sins and the eternal pain 
for his sins. 
 
He hoped being a descendant of Abraham would 
help, but Abraham shoots down that request: 
“Son, remember that in your lifetime you received 
your good things, while Lazarus received bad 
things, but now he is comforted here and you are 
in agony.”  There's something fitting here: "You 
wanted to be rich on earth, and you were.  Lazarus 
wanted to be comforted in heaven, and he is." 
 
And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been set in place, so that those who 
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.  No one from 
heaven can help anyone in hell.  Hell is final.  Hell is 
separation from God forever.  Hell is terrible. 
 
People often joke: “If there’s a hell I’m not that 
worried, I’ll have plenty of company there.”  “If 
there’s a hell, it can’t be much worse than what I’ve 
had to go through in this life.” 
 
Hell is no joke.  It is not a place to party.  It’s a place 
of separation and loneliness.  On the cross, Jesus 
experienced hell and its terrible separation and 
loneliness when he cried out: “My God my God 
why have you forsaken me?”  To escape that ... 
“That’s Why You're a Christian!” 
 

(2) 



The other man, a beggar, in Jesus’ story has a name 
– Lazarus.  He was covered with sores and his 
friends laid him at the rich man’s gate, hoping, 
praying for a tiny scrap of food to fall from the 
table.  The only relief he got was from dogs licking 
his sores. 
 
In a world that pokes fun at our dependence on 
Jesus and makes fun of our commitment to his 
Word, we often feel like Lazarus.  But as miserable 
as he was and as little as he had, he still had the 
one thing, the only thing necessary: confidence 
that Jesus would deliver him to heavenly glory.  
 
We read: “The time came when the beggar died 
and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 
Although he may not have had people waiting on 
him here, God’s powerful angels waited on him by 
carrying his soul to heaven.  That will be some kind 
of honor flight!  “Abraham’s side” means Lazarus 
went to heaven.  Abraham is considered the father 
of all believers. 
 
In his faith Lazarus fell asleep in Jesus on earth.  In 
his faith he woke up with Jesus in heaven.  By faith 
in his Savior, Lazarus was welcomed into the 
comfort, care, companionship of heaven.  Heaven 
is terrific! 
 
Who will be welcoming you to glory … greeting you 
when your honor flight lands in heaven?  A 
believing spouse … believing parents … believing 
children … believers from the Bible you learned 
about? 
 
And then …. you see him – your Savior Jesus – in all 
his glory, and he wraps his arms around you and 
says welcome home.  And from your morning work 
in heaven's garden, to the evening feast around his 
table, to worship in paradise with the Lamb on his 
throne, you'll never let him out of your sight again. 
Heaven is terrific!  It was so worth it!  To acquire 
that ... “That’s Why You're a Christian!” 
 

(3) 
And there is one very specific application here. 
There is one thing that makes all this certain for 
you.  Lazarus' soul is in glory.  The rich man's soul is 
in torment.  The rich man knows his situation won’t 
change, so, he says: Then I beg you, father, send 

Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers.  Let 
him warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this place of torment. 
 
But Abraham replied: They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them listen to them.  Moses and the 
Prophets were the books of the OT.  Moses wrote 
the first 5 books and prophets wrote the rest. 
Those books contained news of sin and the Savior, 
everything his brothers needed to escape hell was 
written plainly on those pages.  They simply 
needed to hear the message of their sin and God’s 
grace. 
 
But the rich man objects: No, father Abraham.  
Unfortunately, he brought his low opinion of God’s 
Word with him to hell.  The Bible’s not enough. 
But if something spectacular and extraordinary, if 
someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
repent - that would knock some sense into them, 
and they’d have a change of heart and trust Jesus. 
 
Again, Abraham shoots down his request: If they 
do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.  How true was that?  3 months later Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead (not this one, but 
Mary and Martha’s brother).  But it only made the 
Jewish leaders plot to kill Jesus sooner.  Eventually 
they succeeded on Good Friday.  And when he rose 
on Easter - no mass conversion, they still didn't 
believe. 
 
Don't let that happen to you!  Trust Jesus!  Believe 
that you are a sinner.  Rely with all your heart and 
soul that Jesus accepted the blame along with the 
punishment for every sin of every sinner.  Trust 
that he buried death – yours and his when he rose 
again. 
 
As Christians, we have more than Moses and the 
Prophets.  We have the Gospels and the apostles. 
Believe God’s Word enough … to study it … to be 
in worship … to be in your Bible … to be at Bible 
Class. 
 
No one can cross over from heaven to hell, or from 
heaven to earth to share the gospel.  But you can! 
As long as your loved ones are alive, you can cross 
the street or pick up the phone and invite them to 



join you and us at our special Welcome Home 
worship services. 
 
There is a hell!  It’s terrible!  There is a heaven!  It’s 
terrific!  Studying the Scriptures to trust in Jesus 
makes all the difference.  So, listen to the 
Scriptures!  Encourage your loved ones to do the 
same!  There’s still time!  It’s not easy being a 
Christian.  But it sure beats the alternative. 
 


