
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  October 2019 
     Address Correction Requested 

 
 

 

 
Welcome Home is a synod-wide effort to encourage a kind of “the family’s all home” 

gathering at each congregation this fall.  We’ve picked November 7 and 10.  We are looking 

for 100 percent of our members (the whole family) to gather!  Let’s pack St. Paul’s! 

Worship on November 7 and 10 will focus on the blessings ….. the need ….. for the 

Christian family.  Christians simply are not wired to exist as rugged individuals.  We need 

one another.  And God promises his blessings to those who hear his Word and gather with 

fellow Christians. 

A “Chili/Soup and Sandwich“ Meal is planned right after the service so the family gather-

ing can continue!  Families love gather around delicious food.  Christian families especially 

love to gather around Jesus, the Bread of Life! 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Home Chili/Soup & Sandwich Meal at 10:30 am  

Welcome Home Worship .... Thursday, Nov. 7 ... 6:30 pm 

Welcome Home Worship .... Sunday, Nov. 10 .... 9:30 am 
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Are you afraid to fly?  Are you afraid of the dark?  Are you afraid to go to the dentist?  How 

about hospitals, afraid of them?  Are you afraid to speak in public?  Fear touches every one of 

our lives. 

Ann Landers, the advice columnist, once commented that fear is the number one theme in 

all the letters she receives.  We fear loss in our lives - loss of health, loss of control over our 

life, loss of job, loss of love, loss of independence, loss of a loved one.  We also fear that 

something from our past will come back to haunt us.  We fear what others think of us.  Many 

have a fear of death. 

Fear paralyzes us.  It grabs us and squeezes us.  That's why fear is one of the most 

powerful weapons in Satan's arsenal against us. 

What is the opposite of fear?  Isn’t faith the opposite of fear?  If ever there was a person 

who certainly had good reason to be afraid, it was Martin Luther.  In 1517, standing alone 

against the Pope and the Emperor, condemned to death, a bounty on his head, and armed 

only with the Sword of the Spirit – the Word of God – he conquered fear and started the 

Lutheran Reformation.  His answer to fear was writing “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” the 

Battle Hymn of the Reformation.  A hymn we will proudly and loudly sing as we celebrate the 

Reformation on November 3! 

Since everyone has some kind of fear, let this Reformation be a celebration of faith that 

conquers fear.  Why don’t we have to fear?  God declared peace with us by declaring war on 

sin, death and the devil which all cause fear. 

Through Jesus’ death on Calvary’s cross and his resurrection from Easter’s cave ...  

  He crushed SIN along with its guilt and damnation.  We don’t have to fear Sin! 

  He shattered DEATH, our last enemy has already lost.  We don’t have to fear Death! 

  He destroyed the DEVIL and his power over us.  We don’t have to fear the Devil! 

When we're hemmed in by troubles and overwhelmed with tragedy, we're faced with a 

choice: Fear or Faith!  That's why the Psalmist says, “Therefore we will not fear!”  Stop 

trying to figure your own way out of your problems!  Stop trying to fix things all by yourself!  

Stop trying to make yourself right with God.  You can't!  Jesus has already taken care of that 

for you.  Put your trust in the Lord – the Mighty Fortress!  If he fixed your broken relationship 

with God, he can fix anything else that goes on or going wrong in your life. 

Therefore we will not fear!  Faith over fear, not just on this Reformation Day, but every day! 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me;  

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  

No power of hell, no scheme of man Can ever pluck me from his hand;  

Till he returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

Therefore, We Will Not Fear!  (Psalm 46:2) 
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Pastor Marshall began the meeting with devotion.. 
In Attendance: Pastor Marshall, Don Kolander, Rory Vircks, Rich Winkler, Dave Hintz. 
Pastor Report:  Pastor Marshall  

Baptism ….. Veyda Snow Mueller 01-21-2019 09-22-2019 

Funerals ….. Carrie Koniar 12-05-1957 08-21-2019 

      Jacob Schwartz 07-29-1923 09-05-2019 

      Jim Hahn 07-18-1958 09-16-2019 

“Welcome Home” is planned for November 7 and 10.  (See Newsletter for more details) 
The Coordinating Council provide a Chili Lunch for the Welcome Home” Sunday Celebration. 
Branches Band will be here for our VBS celebration on July 17, 2020. 

School Report:  Don Kolander  
Audit should be finished this week. Our First Choice check for $36,000 is due this week. 
School Enrollment is at 60. 19 New students  
Accreditation is still moving forward. 
Tammy Smukowski has finished her Synod Certification.  Congratulations! Tammy 
October 9, Counselor Sara Reik from Christian Family Solutions will offer: “Loving and Leading—
Building a Strong Parent-Child Relationship from 6:30-7:30 pm.  Every church family is welcome.  
Thanks to Mark Leverence & Bill Brockman for serving on School Board.  Welcome! Hardy Dressler. 

Outreach:  Rory Vircks 
Share information about  C19 (an Outreach effort for Christmas 2019) which includes mailings in 
our community and invitations from our school kids and members for people to attend our Christ-
mas services. 

Discipleship:  Rich Winkler 
Shared information on “10-for-10” (a Stewardship emphasis) which will start in January, 2020.  
You’ll be receiving more information in the coming months. 

Building & Grounds:  Dave Hintz 
The frames around all the new church doors were painted to match the color of the doors.  Thanks 
to Don Wenner and Rich Winkler for their artistic skills. 
Fall Clean Up is set for Saturday October 26, 2019, 8:00 am to Noon (Lunch Provided.) 
Going through the contents of Ed Siegel’s House is a work in progress.  Each week more work is 
being accomplished and items are being sold. 

 

Meeting Closed with the Lord’s Prayer / Next Meeting October 27 at 6:00 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted, Dave Hintz 

  

September Coordinating Council Meeting 

Church and School Fi-
nancial Report 

September Expenses ... $ 64,737.00 
September Income ....... $ 88,053.00 
 

School costs were higher because  
many one time costs are included 

as the school year began. 

The September Income looks amazing, but looks can be de-
ceiving.  We had to borrow $10,000 from savings to cover 
our commitments during September because our offerings 
which usually increase after summer have actually de-
creased.  The Choice Program check for $36,200 arrived on 
the final day of September. 

Consider the size of the gift you are bringing to the Lord 
and how often you are returning a gift to him from the 
daily blessings he pours into your life! 
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Estate Planning Seminar 

Our sister congregation, St. John's Lutheran - Oak Creek (Howell Ave.) is hosting BE-

FORE HEAVEN, PRAY AND PLAN, a two-hour Christian Estate Planning Seminar on Satur-

day Nov. 9, from 9 am to 11 am.   Rick Kneser (WELS Christian Giving Counselor) and at-

torney Dave Grant (a St. John’s member), will cover numerous topics (some below). 

To Register: Email office@stjohnsoakcreek.org or call (414) 762-3950. 

SOME TOPICS TO BE COVERED:  

1)  Who is the real "owner" of your estate?  

2)  Does your estate demonstrate a Christian example of firstfruits giving?  

3)  Does your estate plan have all the necessary documents your need?  

4)  Have you identified the individuals who will serve as guardian, trustee or rep?  

5)  Does your estate plan consider the special needs of your beneficiaries?  

6)  Are you taking advantage of current tax laws in your planning?  

The 2019-2020 charitable workplace giving programs begin this month.  Many companies 

have a donor choice program in which you may designate a qualified 501(c)(3) agency to 

receive your donation.  Last year, Wisconsin Lutheran Child & Family Service (WLCFS) re-

ceived gifts from dozens of workplace giving programs that allow a donor choice option.  

WLCFS qualified in these programs as a 501(c)(3) non-profit social service agency.  Every 

year, WLCFS heals & helps thousands of people in need through the ministry of Jesus 

Christ through Christian counseling, in-home care, and senior services.  Please check your 

employer’s guidelines.  WLC&FS, Inc. - W175 N11120 Stonewood Dr. Germantown, WI 

53022  [Tax ID: 39-1047224] 

Workplace Giving Program 

Loving & Leading – Building a Strong Parent-Child Relationship 

Wednesday, Oct. 9 from 6:30-7:30 pm 

Counselor Sarah Reik from Christian Family Solutions (a WELS group), will offer a presen-

tation on the best was to reach your child, love them and discipline them more effective-

ly.  It will be at St. Paul’s School.  Every parent in the congregation and school in invited 

to attend.  Invite a family member or friend who would benefit from this.  No need to 

find a baby-sitter.  Child care and activities for your children during the presentation. 


