
“Jesus’ Amazing Grace!” – John 9:1-7,35-39 – Thanksgiving 2019

How’s your eyesight?  Have your eyes ever needed 
professional help?  Most people have to say: “Yes!”  
Over 2 million Americans have cataracts, 2 million 
more have glaucoma and another two million have 
macular degeneration.  2 million have had an eye 
injury this past year.  12 million men are color 
blind.  And on top of all that - half of all Americans 
need glasses or contacts.  That’s a lot of people 
who have eyesight issues.  Then there are those, 
who unfortunately, are blind.  3.5 million 
Americans are legally blind.  We'd all like to see any 
person who is blind cured!

And Jesus did exactly that through a miracle in 
today’s gospel.  In fact, he does it twice.  So, on this 
national day of thankfulness, let’s be personally 
thankful for: JESUS’ AMAZING GRACE: WE WERE 
BLIND, BUT NOW WE SEE … both physically and 
spiritually.

Jesus meets a man in Jerusalem whose eyes had 
never seen light or the beauty and color of God’s 
creation.  Since the disciples were aware of this 
man’s condition, they asked what everyone was 
wondering: “Why?”  Apparently, they were under 
the impression that his blindness was caused by a 
sin: "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?"  People say similar things 
today, like: “Am I being punished for a sin I 
committed?”

"Neither this man nor his parents sinned."  Jesus 
quickly lets them know their way of thinking was 
absolutely wrong.  Of course, they sinned!  We're 
all sinners.  But being blind wasn’t a punishment 
for a sin he or his parents had committed.  When 
Jesus said: "His blindness happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him, " he was 
explained to them that God allowed this blindness, 
so that God’s purpose could be served and this 
man helped.  We can have that same confidence.  
Even when we suffer or struggle, somehow God’s 

good purpose and our own good are both being 
served.

Hit pause for a moment and let’s talk about some 
life lessons.  It is true that suffering can be a 
consequence of sin.  A person drives too fast or 
recklessly and is injured in an accident.  Vaping by 
teenagers causes damage to their lungs.  Those 
who drink too much damage their liver and their 
reputation.  Each can suffer for their sins.

But there are lots of times we can't make the same 
connection.  A wife didn't cheat on her husband, 
yet she suffers the fall-out from a divorce.  Is that 
her fault?  Remember, Christ was a perfect 
husband to his bride, the church, who was often 
unfaithful to him.  That’s not Jesus’ fault!

A child becomes a drug abuser or loses interest in 
Jesus.  The parents are devastated.  Is it their fault?  
Remember, Christ was a perfect parent to his 
apostles, yet one of them betrayed him!

(1)
Back to our story.  Jesus goes to work and spits on 
the ground, makes some mud with his own saliva, 
and puts it on the man's eyes.  Why?  So that he 
can bring glory to God and healing to this blind 
man.  That’s a rather strange method to Jesus’ 
miracle.  No eye drops in any pharmacy are made 
by spitting on some dirt and then bottling it.  But 
that’s the way Jesus chose here.  At other times, he 
healed with his words either in person or from a 
distance.

With mud on his eyes, Jesus tells the man to: "Go, 
wash in the Pool of Siloam.”  The blind man 
showed his trust: “So he went and washed and 
came home seeing.”  Was it the mud?  Was it the 
pool?  It was Jesus’ Amazing Grace that the man 
who was blind can now see!



The best eye surgeons on the planet can’t instantly 
make someone see who never saw before.  When 
they are able to help, it takes long hours in surgery 
and even longer weeks of recovery.  And they 
certainly don’t use mud.  The hands, the spit, the 
power of Almighty God were responsible for this 
cure!

If you are blessed with eyes that can see, even if 
they need some help – makes sure you thank Jesus.  
It only takes a moment.  He’s given you a long list 
of blessings.  We rattled off some of them together 
in our confession of faith earlier.  Eyes were on that 
list. 

(2)
In the 26 verses in between the two sections of our 
Gospel lesson, the Pharisees interrogated the man 
and his parents.  They concluded that this man was 
in fact blind, but now he could see.  Then they tried 
to force him to deny it was Jesus who healed him.  
When he refused, they excommunicated him from 
the synagogue.

So now, our story picks up again.  After the man 
had gone to the Pool of Siloam, Jesus had some 
unfinished business with him.  Jesus is Almighty 
God who came to reverse this man’s blindness.  
But when Jesus asked: “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” he’s letting him know there’s more to it.  
Jesus also came to reverse the effects of his 
spiritual blindness.

This man had never seen Jesus.  Remember, he was 
healed at the Pool of Siloam, not in front of Jesus.  
So he never saw his face, that’s why he asks: "Who 
is he, sir?  Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

Don’t you find it interesting that this man doesn't 
know Jesus as his Savior, but he trusts the person 
who restored his sight with a miracle?  Jesus now 
lets him know it’s the same person: “You have now 
seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 
you.”  And, without even the slightest hesitation 

the man confessed: "Lord, I believe," and he 
proved it by bowing down to worship him.

That’s what makes this story our story.  Unlike this 
man, we weren’t born physically blind.  But just like 
this man, we were born spiritually blind.  We were 
blind to the God who loved this world enough to 
give up his Son for it.  We were blind to the God 
who wanted to fill our hearts with faith and 
forgiveness so we’d have a future home in heaven. 

Then, through another miracle - Baptism, he cured 
our spiritual blindness by washing away our sins.
 So, now, with the eyes of faith, we see our 

Savior Jesus and the life he lived perfectly for 
us …..

 We see that the hands that once smeared mud 
on the blind man’s eyes were the same ones 
nailed to the cross …..

 We see Jesus our Savior and the protection and 
undivided attention he gives us each day.

In today’s first lesson from Exodus, it was obvious 
that Israel was blind to God’s blessings.  But God 
was not blind to their need for his blessings.  Israel 
needed forgiveness.  God forgave them.  Israel 
needed a reassuring presence.  God provided it 
through a cloud near their camp.  Israel needed 
food.  God fed them – every morning and evening 
for the next 40 years.

Even when it’s obvious that we have been blind to 
God’s blessings, God is not blind to our need for his 
blessings.  We need forgiveness.  God forgives us.  
We need a reassuring presence.  God provides it 
through his Word and the encouragement of fellow 
Christians.  We need food.  God feeds us - 
breakfast, lunch and supper.

We can all agree, it would be scary not to see.  But 
that’s the spiritual situation we’re all in.  And yet, 
because of Jesus’ Amazing Grace: we who were 
once blind, can now see through the eyes of faith.  
And we can see some pretty dramatic colors.  Let’s 
sing about them.


