
Luke 20:27-38 – Saints Triumphant 2019 - “How Do I Know There Will Be Saints in Heaven?” 

 
 
How would you like to be part of a religion that 
believed there is no life after death - no resurrection? 
Some might say, at least you wouldn’t have to worry 
about frying eternally in hell.  But what hope would 
you have for the future?  What purpose would you 
have for this life?  That’s a miserable existence if we 
didn’t believe in life after death, if we didn’t believe 
in the resurrection. 
 
But that’s exactly what the Sadducees in today’s 
lesson believed!  They believed when the body dies 
the soul dies right along with it. 
 
These Jewish religious leaders racked their brains to 
think of a way to support their teaching that there is 
no resurrection, while making Jesus’ teaching that 
there is a resurrection from the dead look completely 
ridiculous. 
 
The direction they decided to go was based on the OT 
Levirate Marriage Law.  In the Levirate Marriage Law 
if a man died childless, his brother was required by 
law to marry his widow and have children so that the 
dead brother’s name would still live on.  They strung 
together a sequence of events in which a woman 
married seven different brothers before she died 
childless.  That then led to the question they figured 
to trap Jesus with: “Now then, at the resurrection 
whose wife will she be?” 
 
How were they hoping to make Jesus look silly? 
God’s law states one man is to be married to one 
woman.  But … if there is, in fact, a resurrection, then 
all of the brothers would be alive and she’d have 
seven husbands.  Only one brother could be married. 
Six would have to get divorced.  The Sadducees 
figured they posed the impossible question. 
 
What they hadn’t figured on was Jesus immediately 
solving the dilemma, and at the same time pointing 
out their complete lack of Bible knowledge: “The 
people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 
But those who are considered worthy of taking part 
in the age to come and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels.  They are God’s children, since they are 
children of the resurrection.” 
 

Jesus makes a distinction between two ages - “this 
present age” and “the age to come.”  In “this present 
age,” one of the purposes of marriage is to bring 
children into the world.  But in “the age to come,” 
there won’t be births or deaths.  People will be like 
the angels.  That’s another punch from Jesus in the 
Sadducees’ face - they didn’t believe angels existed. 
 
Having no marriage in heaven doesn’t mean we 
won’t know each other.  The disciples recognized 
Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration.  It 
just means we won’t be married.  For many Christian 
couples that sounds sad.  They won’t be a married 
couple there like they were here.  Instead, we’ll be 
like the angels - who don’t get married or have 
children. 
 
Since heaven is the absence of sadness, somehow, 
the Almighty God is going to make the joy and 
pleasure of heaven way more blessed and enjoyable 
than the greatest times of joy and pleasure in your 
marriage or with your children. 
 
Knowing that we tend to think first about the right 
now, Jesus wants us to look beyond the right now, to 
heaven where he points out our new relationship in 
heaven: “They are God’s children, since they are 
children of the resurrection.” 
 
Think about what it’s like being a child.  You have few 
if any responsibilities.  As a child, your job was to 
wake up, play, eat the food our parents give us, have 
fun, take a bath once-in-a-while and go to bed.  Then 
start that whole cycle all over again.  We little or no 
responsibilities.  We knew mom and dad would take 
care of us, the food, the clothes, the house.  We had 
no worries. 
 
That’s one reason heaven will be so great.  We’ll be 
like kids again.  We won’t have to deal with aging and 
aching and sickness.  There won’t be any deadlines to 
meet or funerals to attend.  Like Isaiah said with so 
much happiness in today’s first lesson: “The former 
things won’t be remembered, nor will they come to 
mind.  Triumphant saints won’t be thinking about 
what we miss on earth, because we’ll be having so 
much fun in heaven.  Jesus wants us to believe in 
heaven and the resurrection, because it is completely 
different from here. 
 



Jesus wasn’t finished the Sadducees.  He wasn’t 
content to simply answer their outrageous question. 
He now targets their unbelief by recalling God’s 
announcement to Moses at the burning bush in 
Exodus 3: But in the account of the burning bush, 
even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls 
the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.’  He is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
 
Before we get to Jesus’ words, we want to notice 
another punch Jesus threw at the Sadducees.  The 
Sadducees only accepted the first five books of the 
OT, the ones written by Moses, as truly God’s Word. 
Where does Jesus take his passage from?  He quotes 
Exodus, a book they accepted, written by Moses, a 
writer they respected … as proof of the resurrection. 
 
A quick timeline.  When Moses stood at the burning 
bush, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had already been 
dead for over 400 years.  God doesn’t say that he 
WAS their God.  He calls himself the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.  He speaks of his relationship with 
them in the present because they live with him in 
heaven.  
 
If someone said to you: “I was your dad’s friend.” 
That tells you either your dad has died, or the 
relationship has changed.  They’re not friends 
anymore.  But if someone said to you: “I am your 
dad’s friend.”  That tells you your dad’s alive and that 
he’s currently his friend.  So, Jesus used Moses’ 
words from God in Exodus to teach a resurrection. 
 
There are many people who have a really good 
knowledge of the Bible because they’ve memorized 
passages or read it from cover to cover.  But an even 
more important aspect of the Christian faith is not 
just knowing lots of doctrine and passages, but 
knowing how and when to apply it. 
 
With your knowledge of God’s Word, answer this 
question: How is it possible for you or me to go from 
terrible sinner to triumphant saint? 
● From God’s law I can easily see that I have to 

love God with all my heart, soul, mind and 
strength, while loving my neighbor too. 

● From God’s law I can honestly see that I am a 
sinner.  I make mistakes.  I am guilty of breaking 
God’s law constantly.  I have earned an eternity 
in hell. 

If God’s law condemns me as a terrible sinner, then it 
has done its job.  Paul agrees: “Through the law we 
become conscious of sin.” 
 
God’s law tells only part of the story.  God’s good 
news gospel tells the rest of the story. 
● The Gospel declares that Jesus has obeyed 

God’s law in my place, suffered in my place and 
has given me his holiness. 

● The Gospel declares Jesus took my sins on his 
shoulders at Calvary.  He washed away my sins 
at my Baptism. 

Since the Gospel tells me how my sins are thrown on 
Jesus, while Jesus takes his own righteousness and 
tosses it on me, the Gospel has done its work and 
declares me a triumphant saint, a believer who is holy 
in God’s eyes. 
 
Death is ugly.  Whether someone dies after a long 
battle with illness or peacefully in their sleep, the 
body still goes into the ground.  They are gone and 
their absence is noticed. 
 
Death would have been overwhelming if it hadn’t 
been for Jesus.  He changed death completely.  For 
those who are part of Jesus’ family by faith, death is 
not the end, it’s the beginning of a new and better 
life.  They’ve triumphed over death.  
 
When Christian loved ones die, they aren’t “lost.” 
Lost is when you don’t know where something is, or 
when you won’t see it again.  We know exactly where 
our Christian loved ones are who fall asleep in Jesus. 
We also look forward to seeing them again soon. 
 
No wonder we love to celebrate Saints Triumphant - 
those believers who have died and have been 
welcomed into heaven.  So, we thank Jesus for 
proving there is a resurrection and there are saints 
triumphant. 
 


