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Welcome to the season of Advent!  Advent is a 
time to preparing our homes for Christmas and our 
hearts for the birth of Christ.  For the next four 
weeks we’ll be lighting a different candle on our 
Advent Wreath.  Each week’s candle will guide our 
worship, while occupying our thoughts and 
hopefully our hearts.

Today the Prophecy Candle was lit.  The prophets 
were God’s OT writers and readers of the Word.  
God used the prophets to give constant 
information about the coming Savior.  One of the 
most famous OT prophets was Isaiah.  Isaiah has 66 
chapters of judgment and justice, of love and 
redemption.  Some of the most awe-inspiring 
words of hope and comfort ever written are found 
in Isaiah.  

Isaiah introduces a child to us in chapter 7: a virgin 
will be child and will give birth to a son and will 
call him Immanuel.  He explains him in more detail 
in today’s lesson from chapter 9: For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

In these four titles, Isaiah saw the Savior as clearly 
with his prophetic eye as if he were standing right 
at Bethlehem’s manger or Calvary’s cross, even 
though his prophetic pen wrote these words 700 
years earlier. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  It’s 
clear that God the Father wanted to give US the gift 
that will keep on giving and forgiving forever.  It’s 
also clear he was motivated to do this by an 
unconditional and unstoppable force called GRACE.  
The gift?  Not just any child, but God’s own Son.

Most children are given one name.  This child was 
given numerous titles: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Those titles roll so smoothly off our tongues.  
Those titles also help us know Christ better so our 
love for him can grow deeper and our faith in him 
can grow stronger.

Today, we’re just going to take the first title: 
“Wonderful Counselor,” and feast on it like we did 
our Thanksgiving dinner over the past couple of 
days.

Wonderful Counselor!  How appropriate is that 
title for us today!  Never before have so many been 
so confused, so discouraged, so angry, so 
depressed and so anxious.  People are searching 
everywhere for answers and advice, for direction 
and purpose.

And never before have so many claimed to have 
the answers: "Follow my 7 step program!  Read my 
book!  Watch my DVD!  Listen to my podcast!”  Lots 
of self-help books are published every year.  But we 
have something that cuts through all those voices, 
something that provides real and lasting wisdom - 
the Word of God.  The Bible uncovers for us the 
“Wonderful Counselor.”  What a fitting name!

The word translated "Wonderful" identifies 
something as so great and so amazing that it goes 
beyond description.  So, when the Bible refers to 
Jesus as "Wonderful" Counselor, it doesn’t just 
mean he’s great at giving advice.  He’s omniscient.  
He knows everything.  He knows things that only 
God can know.  He knows things that are beyond 
our limited understanding.  He’s perfectly qualified 
to guide and direct our lives.  He always knows 
exactly what to do.

How often do we think about Jesus in this way?  
Yes, he’s our Savior who lived as our perfect 
substitute, and died in our place to erase our 
mistakes.  But do we also see him as a skilled 
counselor?  As someone who knows better than 
everyone what life is all about?  Do we trust his 
promise that all things work together somehow for 
our good?

Is he our first call, when we need help with our 
marriage, our children, our job?  Or, when we need 
help in coming to grips with an illness or conflict?  
Yes, we know he’s the Son of God.  We read in the 
Bible how he takes care of our great big needs like 



forgiveness and salvation.  But do we study his 
Word for our not as big daily needs?

Is it possible to under use and underestimate 
someone called the “Wonderful Counselor?”  Who 
best to understand people and relationships than 
the one who made us in the first place?  Who best 
to give advice on how to raise children than the 
one who created the family and the gift of life?  
Who best to understand sadness and pain better 
than the one felt the weight of the world on his 
own soul?

When it comes to the questions of life, Jesus is a 
counselor who gives insight, guidance and direction 
as we read his Word and become more and more 
familiar with it.

You could open your Bible’s concordance and look 
for verses with the word “depression” in them but 
you won’t find any.  That doesn’t mean God 
doesn’t know anything about depression, or 
doesn’t care about it.  It just means you need to 
read the Psalms where David talks about “his soul 
being downcast and dejected.”  You need to read 
what the Bible has to say about discouragement 
and hope, about guilt and forgiveness.  It takes 
time, but it’s worth the effort.  People often think 
the Bible doesn’t speak to the issues they’re 
struggling with.  That’s not true.  We just don’t 
know our Bibles well enough to learn from the 
“Wonderful Counselor.”

At this time of year, so many are so busy that they 
run right past the manger and miss their Savior and 
his counsel.  Stop!  Listen to his encouraging words 
for you.

Will any of these worries weigh you down this 
Christmas?
 You’ve wandered away from the Lord and his 

wonderful blessings.
 You’re so busy that the amazement of Christmas 

is gone.
 This Christmas won’t be the same, because 

someone special won’t be there with you.
 Money is tight, and you wonder how you’ll find 

enough for gifts.

 This Christmas finds you or someone you know 
in the hospital.

Your list of worries may even be longer than a 
child’s “Christmas Wish List.”  That’s why God has 
provided us with a “Wonderful Counselor.”  His 
counsel comes in a variety of ways.

We’ve already mentioned that he counsels us as 
we read and study his Word.  How much time do 
we spend doing that each day, each week?  Find 
time to listen to your Wonderful Counselor!

His counsel also comes as we pray and then 
patiently listen for his reply and response.  How 
much time do we spend in prayer each day, each 
week?  Are we only listening for the answers we 
want to hear?  Find time to speak to your 
Wonderful Counselor and then listen.

We can also receive his counsel through our life 
experiences.  When it feels like the world is 
crashing down around you, do you listen for God’s 
counsel, or simply assume his attention is 
elsewhere?  God is always working around and 
with his followers.  He’s using these times to coach 
us.  Listen to your Wonderful Counselor!

God can also use other Christians to pass along his 
counsel to us.  He’s placed us in a Christian 
congregation so that we can counsel and 
encourage each other.  When you need help, turn 
to those who share your faith.  God relays his 
counsel through them.  Listen to your Wonderful 
Counselor!

This Christmas, your “Wonderful Counselor” 
invites you to stop by his manger and spend some 
quality time there.  He also makes house calls.  He’s 
available to come to your home and your heart.  
This Christmas, listen to your Wonderful 
Counselor!


