
Christmas Day 2019 – John 3:16

Would you say that John 3:16, the lesson we just 
heard, is the best-known verse in the Bible?  If not, 
it’s got to be top 3 with Psalm 23 and Genesis 1.

We live in a world whose biggest objection to 
Christianity is often: “How can a loving God allow 
so much suffering?”

Many don’t believe that God loves the world.  
Either they believe:

a)  “There is no God because if there was, this 
world would be a much better place,” or,

b)  “If there is a God, he isn’t loving.  So, I want 
nothing to do with him.”

When asked in an interview whether he believes 
there is a God, Geddy Lee (the lead singer of the 
band Rush) responded: “If there is, he isn’t doing a 
very good job.”

To a world that questions God’s love, John 3:16 is 
God’s logical response: If God loves the whole 
world, then he loves every person in the world.  If 
you are a person who lives in the world, then God 
must love you.

John 3:16 has the perfect message for Christmas 
Day or any day, because it makes it literally 
impossible to miss this unmistakable truth: God 
loves the world!

And while our heads may agree, our hearts still 
carry a load of guilt and a conscience that insists: 
“God couldn’t love someone like me.”  Because of 
the guilt and doubts that plague us, it can be 
difficult at times to see God’s love.

An Illness or injury, losing a job or a loved one can 
also make us wonder: “Does God really love me?”  
It can look like God has abandoned us.  It can seem 
that he doesn’t care.

But John 3:16 comes to the rescue and reassures us 
that nothing could be further from the truth.  What 
we are celebrating this morning proves it, and 
Jesus’ words promise it: “God so loved the world.”

Isn’t it shocking that he does?  Have you looked at 
this world lately?  It’s a mess!  Hate and hurt and 
abuse, lying and cheating, stealing and jealousy, 
arrogance and injustice are everywhere.  God loved 
this?

“Yes, God loved the world.”  And that includes 
you!  You?  Who could love someone with so much 
guilt from their past?  Who could love someone 
who has done those kinds of things or had those 
kinds of thoughts?  Who?  The God of this universe, 
that’s who!

You may feel that no one loves you, that no one 
cares about you.  You may even convince yourself 
that you are unlovable.  But Christmas tells you in a 
clear and simple way that God loves you.

How can you be sure?  People say: “I love you,” all 
the time.  Talk is cheap.  Just because someone 
says it doesn’t guarantee it.  So, how can you be 
sure that God loves you? 

Our certainty comes in what he did, what he gave: 
God so loved the world that he gave … What did 
God give?  A new car?  A cabin on the lake?  A 
million dollars? 

He gave his one and only Son!  If you had 4 sons or 
10 sons, you wouldn’t give one of them to save 
another person.  Imagine that your child was in the 
hospital recovering from an illness.  A doctor 
comes into the room and tells you that there is a 
child a few rooms down who is dying.  But that 
child will live if you are willing to give her your 
child’s heart.  Your child will die, but the other child 
will live.  Who would agree to that?  Who would be 
willing to make such a sacrifice?

Your God would.  Your God did.  That’s what last 
night and today are all about.
 That baby in the manger is God’s Son, his gift to 

the world and to you.
 His gift isn’t wrapped in paper but in swaddling 

clothes
 His gift wasn’t placed under a tree but in a 

manger.



No matter what you unwrapped last night, this 
morning or later today, it can’t compare.  Because 
that baby did for you what no one else could do.  
He fixed your broken relationship with God.  He 
willingly went from lying in that manger to hanging 
on a cross.

The baby whose birth we are here to celebrate 
took our place and paid our price so that God is 
now able to say: “I no longer count your sins 
against you.”

Can you believe it?  Jesus says you can: God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.  Eternal life! What could be 
better?  What could be better than knowing that 
when you leave this life of pain, sickness and 
sadness, God will welcome you into his heaven, 
where you’ll spend forever in a place with no pain, 
no sickness no sadness?

On Christmas Day we celebrate a birth 2,000 years 
ago that promises a life that has endless years.  All 
because God so loved the world, because God so 
loved you.

Christmas is much more than parties and presents.  
Christmas is proof that God loves the world, that 
he loves you.  John 3:16 says so.  The baby in the 
manger says so.

The words to our next Carol on p.5, may not seem 
as “Christmasy” as most.  The tune certainly seems 
misplaced - this is Christmas not Lent.  But the 
message is spot on.  Jesus came from heaven 
above on a mission: to die, to rise and to rescue!  
The cradle and the cross – you can’t have one 
without the other.


