
Christmas Eve - “Can You See the Manger?”

Isn’t the Christmas story a wonderful story?  We 
hear it every year.  But it is more than just an old 
familiar story.  It’s a true story that impacts you 
today and your future.  The message of Christmas 
is simple: You matter to God so much that He came 
to earth, not only wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
but wrapped in a human body.

In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation 
from the Russian Department of Education to teach 
morals and ethics based on Bible principles in 
places like prisons, businesses and orphanages.  
The two Americans shared a story about their time 
at an orphanage.

It was the holiday season and time for the orphans 
to hear the story of Christmas.  They heard how 
Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem but found no 
room in the inn.  How the couple went to a stable 
and there, baby Jesus was born and placed in a 
manger.

The children sat on the edge of their stools 
listening in amazement.  When the story was 
finished, the children were given 3 small pieces of 
cardboard to make a very simple manger.  Each 
child was also given a small square of a yellow 
paper napkin that they carefully tore into strips and 
laid it as straw in the manger.  Small flannel 
squares, cut from a worn-out night gown, were 
used for the baby’s blanket.  A doll-like baby was 
cut from tan felt.

All the orphans worked on the manger project as 
the two workers walked around.  Everything was 
going well until they got to 6-year old Misha.  He 
finished his project.  But when they looked at his 
manger, they were surprised that not one, but two 
babies were in the manger.

Misha began to retell the story.  For such a young 
boy who had only heard the Christmas story once, 
he repeated things correctly ….. that is, until he 
came to the part where Mary put baby Jesus in the 
manger.

That’s when Misha made up his own ending to the 
story: “And when Mary laid the baby in the 
manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if I had a 
place to stay.  I told him I don’t have a momma or 
papa, so I don’t have a place to stay.  Then Jesus 
told me I could stay with him.  So I got into the 
manger with Jesus.”

Christmas is a wonderful time.  Families celebrate.  
We decorate our homes – inside and out with 
garland and lights.  We put up a tree and decorate 
it.  Gifts are exchanged and placed under the tree.  
Even in tough times people manage to find a way 
to give gifts.

But too often the reason for Christmas: God’s gift 
to the world, evident in the manger, is hidden or 
forgotten.  How many of you have a manger scene 
that you bring out at Christmas?  Can you see it?

Christmas is the celebration of God becoming one 
of us to save us from our sins: “God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world but 
to save it.”  The angel’s message and the 
shepherds’ eyes confirm God’s purpose 
accomplished: “The baby lying in a manger.”

The manger was God’s way of saying three things: 
One - God loves us.  Two - God is with us.  Three - 
God offers us forgiveness and eternal life.

Christmas is here.  The greatest Christmas gift is 
here, so make sure you move the presents, so you 
can you see the manger.

Tonight, the students of St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
want to share with you the good news of the birth 
of Jesus with See What Great Love as their theme.  
Through recitations, narrations and songs they’ll 
tell us about the great love our God has for us.  A 
love that we clearly see when look into the manger 
….. and you don’t even have to climb in, either.


