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12/1 … 9:30 am — Advent One: The Angel Candle  

12/8 … 9:30 am — Advent Two: The Bethlehem Candle 

12/11 … 4:30-6:00 pm — Holiday Feast 

12/11 … 6:30 pm — Advent/Christmas Concert 

12/15 … 9:30 am — Sunday School Christmas 

12/22 … 9:30 am — Advent Four: The Angels Candle  

12/24 … 4:00 pm — Grade School Christmas 

12/25 … 9:30 am — Christmas Day Song Service 

12/29 … 9:30 am — Christmas Worship   

12/31 … 6:30 pm —  New Year’s Eve Candlelight 
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What catches your attention more than 

anything else during the Christmas season?  

Christmas Carols!  Music sets the tone for our 

celebration of Christ’s birth.  Those Christmas 

Carols that speak about our Savior Jesus, 

whether on the radio, a holiday special or in 

church, take us to the center of our Christian 

faith.  “From Heav'n Above to Earth I Come” 

is one of our favorites.  This classic and simple 

Carol was written by Martin Luther. 

Martin Luther never expected to get married.  

He had taken a vow of celibacy as an 

Augustinian monk.  As the Reformation picked 

up steam, monks and nuns began to marry.  

Luther even arranged for some of the nuns to 

be smuggled out of a convent in empty barrels.  

He managed to find husbands for all but one - 

Katherine Von Bora.  (Did he invent Christian 

Mingle, the dating service?)  Eventually, Martin 

found a husband for Katie, too.  On June 27, 

1525, she became Mrs. Martin Luther. 

Martin and Katie had six children.  Each year, 

Martin would come up with a creative way to 

help his children see the true meaning of 

Christmas.  (Many credit him with cutting down 

an evergreen tree and bringing it into the home 

as part of the Christmas celebration.)  “From 

Heav'n Above” was written in 1534, for his 

family to sing in their Christmas Eve celebration 

at home.  1534 was also the year the last of their 

six children was born.  His goal in this song was 

to lay out two great salvation truths: first, that 

God has come down to earth; and second, that 

we may now go up to heaven.  And he wanted 

to do it in such a way that even children could 

understand.  You don't have to sing what Luther 

called: "a Christmas child's song concerning the 

child Jesus," too many times to agree that he 

accomplished his goal.  No wonder it’s been 

one of the Lutheran Church’s favorite carols for 

children ….. and adults for almost 500 years. 

An angel comes to us in the first 5 verses and 

brings the announcement of the Savior's birth 

to shepherds.  And we celebrate the wonder 

that God our Creator (true God) left his throne 

in heaven to be born of woman (true man) 

when he came to earth to be our Savior. 

The last 10 verses speak of the shepherds and 

their reaction to the Good News.  They went to 

the manger, worshiped him and then shared 

that news with others.  Aren’t we going to 

Bethlehem, like the shepherds, when we sing 

and worship at the manger and then tell others? 

In verse 13, which is probably the best known 

verse, Luther won’t let us forget what Jesus 

wants most from us—our hearts given happily 

to him in faith because he saved us: 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Christ, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

God has come down to earth to rescue 

sinners.  We’re so glad he fully accomplished 

what he set out to do.  And every Christmas he 

brings the assurance that by faith in him we 

may now go up to heaven. 

It's true!  We love to hear about it.  Even 

better is to sing about it! 

PS ….. When you worship this month, open to 

Hymn 38 and read those simple, yet powerful 

words.  Or, just maybe, we’ll sing them! 

“What Is a Lutheran?” The Story Behind One of Our Favorite Christmas Carols 

“From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come” 
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This book offers hope.  It gives insight and strength to 

people as they deal with this disease and loved ones 

who are affected by it.  In this booklet, Pastor Seefeldt  

provides a starting point for understanding Alzhei-

mer's disease along with the hope and strength that 

only God's Word can give.  Moreover, he weaves in  

practical insights into how Alzheimer's affects a family, 

and more important, how family and friends can help 

those diagnosed with Alzheimer's live lives of blessing 

and contentment. While dealing with Alzheimer's is 

difficult, this booklet shows how dealing with Alzhei-

mer's provides the opportunity for family and caregiv-

ers to show the extraordinary love motivated by the 

love that God has shown us in Jesus.  He is the source 

of all love, as well as the source of eternal hope.  

Pastor Joel Gaertner, 

 Vice President of Ministry 

The Lutheran Home Association  

 

“It’s Alzheimer’s” Booklet 

 

 

 

 

What is 10 for 10? 

You’ll receive more information before 2020. 

10 for 10 begins on January 12. 

Available on the church 

entryway racks! 
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Workplace Giving Program 

Classes held at Cudahy Family Library on Mondays from Oct.28 - Dec.16 … 2-3 pm. 

An exercise specialist will lead this FREE class for people with Parkinson disease.  The class 

incorporates stretches, strength training, posture, balance and walking drills, as well as vo-

cal exercises.  Manage your Parkinson’s symptoms and improve the quality of your daily 

life while having fun! 

To register, email … maryw@wiparkinson.org  or  call (414)430-3561. 

In partnership with Cudahy Family Library. 

Movement & Music:  Parkinson Disease Exercise 

One million souls.  That’s the goal.  To share 

the gospel with one million souls prior to 

and on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  

That goal is part of the WELS C19 

(Christmas19) program around the country.  

The only way to achieve that goal is for all 

WELS members, young and old, to accept 

the privilege and responsibility of sharing 

Christ with unchurched friends, relatives and neighbors.  The simplest way to do that — 

invite them to come with you to our congregation’s Christmas services.  A recent survey 

found that 80% of unchurched adults would seriously consider accepting an invitation 

from a friend, to attend a Christmas service.  C19 encourages every member of our WELS 

family to do that.  In addition, our St. Paul’s congregation will be mailing over 1,000 

invitations in our Cudahy and St. Francis communities.  Pray for blessings on personal and 

congregation invitation efforts. 

OCT 

28 
NOV 

4 
NOV 

11 
NOV 

18 
NOV 

25 
DEC 

2 
DEC 

9 
DEC 

16 

Be Part of C19 
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Pastor Marshall began the meeting with a devotion.  Attending: Pastor Marshall, Don Kolander, 
Rich Winkler, Dave Hintz, Ruben Villa, Rory Vircks 
Minutes:  MMS&P to accept the minutes of the October 27, 2019 meeting as published. 
 
Pastor Report:  Pastor Marshall  
New Members ... by Adult Confirmation: Karen Brotherton, Megan Hedstrom, Jeff Hench; 
                        … by Profession of Faith: Linda Hintz. 
Pastor Marshall will be attending the WELS Leadership Conferenced in Chicago on January 21-23. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 C19 (Christmas 2019) Outreach … inviting friends/family/community to our Christmas services.  
 10-for-10 Stewardship Emphasis starts January 12, 2020 
 Branches Band will be here for our worship at the end of VBS Week on July 17, 2020. 
 

School Report:  Don Kolander  
 The Christmas Eve Grade School Service will be held at 4:00 pm on December 24th.  
 The Auditor (School Choice) will be here on Monday December 2. 
 We are looking into working with other schools in the area. 

 

Discipleship:  Rich Winkler 
 The “10-for-10” video was show.  It is a Stewardship emphasis that will start in January, 2020. In-

formation will be sent out between Christmas and New Year.  January 12, 19, and 26 are 
“Teaching Sundays” for 10 for 10.  Jim Ziemann and Charlie Price are assisting Rich. 

 

Building & Grounds:  Dave Hintz 
 Ed Siegel’s house is now up for sale by Nicholson Reality. 
 Looking to replace the office folding machine. 
 The Audio/Video Project that we had been targeting for completion by Thanksgiving obviously 

wasn’t.  Our contractor apologized for the delay which was due to health issues and deadlines, 
and wants to meet in January to finalize the project.   

 

The next Ministry Update will be in February.  (Date to be determined.) 
The next Council Meeting will be held January 26, 2020 at 6:00 pm. 

 

   Respectfully Submitted, Dave Hintz 
  

December Coordinating Council Meeting 

Church and School  
Financial Report 

November Expenses ….. 
$48,671.00 

November Income ….. 
$71,317.00 

 The Lord has certainly used the 2nd of 4 Choice checks (each 
$36,000) to bless our financial outlook in November.  We are 
current with all our commitments and we were  
also able to repay the $10,000 we had borrowed from  
savings in November. 

 Our weekly commitments can be covered when our weekly 
offerings are around $8,000. 

 May the “Gift” we have in God’s Son, motivate us to bring our 
regular gifts for the ministry we are privileged to do in God’s 
name here at St. Paul’s.   
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS / DECEMBER 2019 
 
Christmas Eve Service 
We hope that many of you will be able to attend the special Christmas Eve service on 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00 PM. The theme of the service will be See What Great 
Love! Students in grades K4-8 will share recitations and songs that remind us of the 
joy that is ours because of the birth of our Savior King. God’s great love for each of 
us is on display in that lowly manger in Bethlehem … come and see!  

 
Christmas Caroling 
Students in grades K4-4 will be going to Williamstown Bay Apartments in 
Cudahy on Tuesday, December 17. While there they will sing various Christmas 
songs and carols for the residents. What a wonderful opportunity to spread 
some Christmas cheer while sharing their faith in the newborn King!  

 
Basketball Update 
Congratulations go out to both of our girls’ basketball teams! The A team took third 
place in the Shoreland Kick-Off Classic. The girls defeated Faith Lutheran (Antioch, 
Illinois) to bring home the trophy. The B team finished as the runner-up of the Lamb 
of God tournament following a hard fought loss to Trinity (Waukesha) in the 
championship game. We wish both teams continued success in the rest of their 
season.  

 
Fall Festival 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Fall Family Festival and Auction. We had a 
wonderful evening of food, fun, and fellowship. The younger students enjoyed the 
games and activities that were offered. Through our auction we were able to raise 
money to support the many programs of our school. 

 
Food Drive 
A few weeks ago the students in grades 7-8 took the collected food from the 
church/school food drive over to Project Concern in Cudahy. The students 
loaded up Pastor Marshall’s vehicle with the donated items and made their way 
up the street to Project Concern. In addition to dropping the items off, the 
students spent some time unpacking the items and placing them in their 
designated areas. Thanks to everyone who donated items to help the families of 
our community! 
 
Holiday Lunch 
Each year we at St. Paul’s Lutheran School look forward to the special Holiday Lunch that is prepared 
for students, faculty, and staff. This year’s meal will be served on Wednesday, December 18. 
 

Upcoming Events 
December 11  Special Advent Service – 6:30 PM 
December 17  Christmas Caroling Grades K4-4 
December 18  Holiday Lunch 
December 20  Christmas Break Begins – 11:45 AM 
December 24  Christmas Eve Service – 4:00 PM 
January 06  Back to School / Classes Resume 
January 18-19 Lakeshore Basketball Tournament 
 

 


