
Advent 4 - December 22, 2019 – The Angels’ Candle

If you use the word “angel” around many people 
today, they’d respond by texting: LOL.  They laugh 
out loud about angels being real.  But if you search 
Scripture, you'll find angels are very real and rarely 
a laughing matter.  How many references do you 
think there are to angels in the Bible?  Over 300!  
Angels are real.

Today, many Christians will acknowledge there 
were angels in Bible times, (those 300 references), 
but probably not in today’s world, and certainly not 
in their daily lives.

Our final candle on the Advent wreath is the 
Angels' Candle.  We aren’t going to investigate 
each of those 300+ references, but we’ll get a really 
good picture of what angels do.

Contrary to popular belief Christians don’t become 
angels when we die.  Yes, we’ll share some 
heavenly real estate with angels, but we don’t 
become God’s special messengers.  We’re already 
his children - part of his royal family.

Compared to humans, angels have superior 
strength – but they aren’t omnipotent, like God.  
Angels have superior wisdom – but they aren’t 
omniscient, like God.  Like humans, angels can only 
occupy one space and place at a time - they aren’t 
omnipresent like God.  

Talking about angels during the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas is perfect timing.  The Gospels are 
full of angel sightings during our Christian church 
year.

We live in a communication age.  God also 
communicates, too.  Sometimes he speaks directly, 
sometimes in writing, sometimes through 
prophets, and even in dreams.  He also liked to use 
angels on special occasions.  In fact, “angel” is a 
Greek word that means “messenger.”

The very first words spoken in the New Testament 
were from one of these heavenly messengers.

 An angel, by the name of Gabriel, appeared to 
Zechariah with news that he and his wife, 
Elizabeth, would be parents.

 Six months later Gabriel appeared to Mary, a 
young virgin, with the shocking news she 
would be the mother of the Savior.  And then 
Gabriel reassured Mary’s fiancée, Joseph, in a 
dream, that she hadn’t been unfaithful.

 An angel preached the first Christmas sermon 
announcing Jesus’ birth to a group of 
shepherds: “Unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior which is Christ the 
Lord.”  Then a whole choir of angels sang: 
“Glory to God in the highest!”

 More than a year later, Joseph got another visit 
from an angel, again in a dream, warning him 
to take his family to Egypt until Herod's 
death.

Angels were also present at other milestones in 
Jesus’ life.

 Angels ministered to Jesus after his 40 days of 
fasting and temptations by the devil in the 
wilderness.

 An angel strengthened Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.

 An angel preached the first Easter Sermon 
announcing Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
to a group of women: “He is not here; he is 
risen!” 

 A pair of angels appeared to Jesus’ wide-eyed 
disciples as he was ascending back to heaven 
with this all-important piece of information: 
“This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Pay attention to these angel messengers.  Their 
words are for us too.



Have you seen religious art that pictures angels 
hovering over a child walking or playing or 
sleeping?  That’s not some dreamed up notion by a 
parent.  Those pictures teach an important truth 
about God’s care.

Along with delivering messages, carrying out 
chores and singing beautifully, Scripture assures us 
that angels care for and protect all of his believers.  
But they have a special role in the lives of children.  
Our kids have their own guardian angels.  When 
our children get baptized, God also assumes his 
responsibility as their father.  How thankful we are 
that we have help in our parenting.

This Bible truth was so comforting to Martin Luther 
that he made sure to include these words in both 
his Morning and his Evening Prayer: “Let your holy 
angel be with me that the wicked foe may have 
no power over me.”  Nice to know that they never 
go on strike.  They’ll never hold out for bigger 
contracts, either.

Angels are holy and mighty.  There’s also lots of 
them - Daniel puts their number at 10,000 x 10,000 
– which means too many for us to count.  Besides 
serving us right now, one day we’ll also see them 
and get to know their names when they 
accompany Jesus on the Final Day when he returns 
again from heaven.

Our season of Advent should increase our hunger - 
not just for home-made sweets, but for the sweet 
home Christ has prepared for us.

This season of Advent should increase our desire – 
not only to welcome and worship the new-born 
King who came from heaven above – but to wait 
for the of King of Kings who will come back from 
heaven above on the Last Day.

Judgment day will be a very busy time for God’s 
angels.  Some of them will serve as God’s bailiffs - 
arresting unbelievers to stand trial in God’s 
courtroom.

Can you imagine the regrets of those people who 
had no time for God during this lifetime and now 

realize their terrible mistake?  Can you imagine 
their terror when God’s bailiffs come for them?

We can’t predict what people will do with the 
gospel of Christ, but we can tell the story and let 
the Word do its work.

What’s the best ride you ever had?  Party bus?  
Stretch limo?  First-class on a plane?  Nothing 
you’ve ever experienced will ever compare to the 
ride you’ll get from God’s angel limos.

When a believer dies, Jesus says that the angels will 
carry the soul straight to heaven.  And then when 
Judgment Day comes, while some panic and run, 
believers will welcome their angel escort.  What a 
thrill!  These angels enjoy their work.  They’re 
rooting for us —they get excited over just one 
sinner who repents.

Until then, we can live in hope and perform our 
Christian duties faithfully.  Until then, we can live 
confidently knowing that our Lord will send his 
holy angel to be with us now and the moment we 
die.  Then they’ll be able to carry out their final role 
– escorting your soul and mine, and the souls of 
every believer to our Savior’s side in heaven.


