
February 16, 2020 – 2 Samuel 11 – “A Man After God’s Own Heart?”

I love the Bible.  I hope that’s no surprise to you.  I 
love it for the obvious reasons.  It’s God’s errorless 
Word of sin and grace.  It’s God’s plan of salvation 
through his Son, our Savior.  It’s God’s guide for 
living lives as his children.  It’s God’s history of the 
Christian faith.

I also love it for another reason, the Bible tells it 
like it is.  It tells us about the great things that 
heroes of faith have done.  But … it also tells us 
about the not so great things they’ve done.  Noah 
got drunk.  Moses thumbed his nose at God.  
Abraham passed off his wife as his sister.  Jacob 
cheated his brother.  Jonah didn’t unbelievers to 
hear about God.  Peter caved and denied his Lord.  
Paul persecuted Christians.  Now some list of 
“heroes!”

And then we have David.  Before his 20th birthday, 
he was anointed as Israel’s king.  He defeated 
Goliath.  He loved God so much - that he spent his 
time making music for God, writing psalms about 
God, and meditating on God’s Word.  And once he 
became king, he led the armies of Israel to victory 
after victory over God’s enemies.  He expanded 
Israel’s borders.  He continued singing and praising 
and meditating.  He received this wonderful 
compliment: “A man after God’s own heart,” from 
none other than God himself.

We love the Bible.  It tells it like it is.  It gives us the 
good, and doesn’t pull any punches when it gives 
us the bad and the ugly.  Like David, who also made 
some serious mistakes.  His sins both shock us and 
make us even wonder … “David: A Man After 
God’s Own Heart?”

Our text sets the stage: It’s spring, the time when 
kings go off to war.  Kings are supposed to lead 
their troops into battle.  Where’s David, the great 
warrior king?  Not with his troops on the 
battlefield.  He stayed home in Jerusalem.  When 
you’re not doing what you’re supposed be doing, 
temptation’s door swings wide open to do 
something you’re not supposed to be doing.

Sure enough, one night, David notices a woman 
taking a bath on the roof of her house.  He finds 
out her name is Bathsheba.  Even after being told 
she was the wife of Uriah, one of his soldiers 
serving in the military, David still sent for her and 
slept with her.  She’s pretty.  Her husband is out of 
town.  Who would ever know?

There one tiny complication.  She gets pregnant!  
What does this man after God’s own heart do 
next?  Confess to her husband and his soldier?  
Nope.  They do the math.  If they wait for Uriah to 
return home when the war ends, everybody will 
know Uriah isn’t the father.  Operation: Cover-up!  
Bring Uriah home on furlough.  Get him to sleep 
with his wife, then everyone will think the child is 
his.

Good plan, except Uriah is a man of integrity and a 
dedicated soldier.  He refuses to sleep with his wife 
and tells his king why: “The ark and Israel and 
Judah are staying in tents, and my commander 
Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open 
country.  How could I go to my house to eat and 
drink and make love to my wife?  As surely as you 
live, I will not do such a thing!”

David’s Cover-Up takes a sudden and shocking 
turn.  David signs Uriah’s death sentence and has 
the nerve to make Uriah deliver it to his 
commanding officer - Joab.  Joab’s orders are to 
send Uriah into the heat of the battle, and then 
withdraw all the soldiers, except Uriah.  Uriah 
bravely dies fighting for his king and country.

With Uriah’s death, David appears to be the 
gracious king who takes care of this widow of one 
of his fallen soldiers by bringing her into the palace 
and marrying her.  All is good in David’s world.  
Nobody except Bathsheba and Joab had any idea 
what David had done.

Actually, someone else did know.  Ironically, David 
admitted that in one of his Psalms: “Where can I 
flee from your presence?  If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there!  If I make my bed in the 
depths, you are there!”  David can’t hide his sins 



from the God who is everywhere and knows 
everything.

Have there been times in your life when you’ve 
sinned and tried to hide it from everyone?  You 
even tried to hide it from God, and thought you 
pulled it off.  Except … you can’t hide your sins 
from the God who is everywhere and knows 
everything.

God knew and he was furious: The thing David had 
done displeased the LORD.  Is this one of those 
times God rains down serious punishment on 
sinner who attempted a cover-up of adultery, 
deception and murder?  As a just God, doesn’t he 
have to punish sin?  What’s going on here?  How 
could God even think of calling David, a man after 
God’s own heart?  

Obviously, something changed.  Psalm 51 has this 
heading: “A Psalm of David, when Nathan the 
prophet came to him after David had committed 
adultery with Bathsheba.”  David’s own words 
explain the change: “Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions.  
Wash away all my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin 
is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight.”

What changed?  David’s heart.  It took a while and 
it was painful.  In another one of his Psalms, David 
speaks of the Lord’s attempts to call him to 
repentance over the course of Bathsheba’s 
pregnancy: “When I kept silent, my bones wasted 
away through my groaning all day long.  For day 
and night your hand was heavy on me; my 
strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.”

It wasn’t until God has his prophet Nathan tactfully 
confront David with a story about sin that David 
finally came clean.  And when he did, he could say 
with certainty, these words from another one of his 
Psalms:  Then I acknowledged my sin to you and 
did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord.”  And you forgave 
the guilt of my sin.  When God’s Word leads us to 
repent, God Word assures us of our forgiveness.

What lessons can we learn from this man after 
God’s own heart?

1) Be careful about being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time 
It’s springtime in our text.  The right place for a king 
would have been leading his soldiers into battle.  
David stayed home.  

Satan understands how men are tempted by what 
we see.  God designed us as visual creatures.  In a 
marriage when a husband looks at his wife it’s a 
beautiful and special thing.  Satan tempts us to 
look at other woman in that same way.  How 
strong is that temptation?   Pornography is a $200 
billion industry.  Unfaithfulness is a leading cause 
for difficulty in marriage and ultimately divorce. 

David looked at Bathsheba and then invited her to 
his house.  He put himself in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.  If sweets are your weakness, don’t 
bring home cookies.  If alcohol is a problem, don’t 
bring home a case of beer.  If it’s gambling, don’t 
go to the casino.  

2) Resist the Devil and he will flee from you … 
come near to God and he will come near to you.”  
David had a choice to make on that rooftop.  He 
could have turned away and gotten off the roof.  
He could have prayed to God for strength.  He 
could have contacted a friend.  He didn’t do any of 
those things.

Satan works overtime in Christian homes and on 
Christian marriages.  He’s the Liar who whispers: 
“No one will find out.  You won’t get caught.  You 
deserve to be happy.”  It’s his favorite method of 
deception whether it’s the Garden of Eden, a 
rooftop in Jerusalem, or your workplace.

We have a choice when faced with the temptation 
to sin.  Fight Satan’s temptations with the same 
powerful Word of God Jesus used.  As you come 
near to God and his Word, he’ll come near to you 
and give you strength to resist the devil who will 
high tail it out of there.



3) For those who repent, instead of hiding their 
sins, there is forgiveness.
We all face temptation, every day.  And we don’t 
always resist the devil, or come near to God for 
help.  But God promises that when his Word 
changes our heart so we quit hiding our sin and 
repent, God forgives.  He buries our sins in the 
deepest part of the ocean.  He removes them from 
us as far as the east is from the west.  He 
remembers them no more.

To answer your question: Yes, David was a man 
after God’s own heart, not because he was 
perfect, but because he was forgiven.


