
Joshua 24:14-24 – “A Terrific Christian Motto” – February 9, 2020

Last Sunday’s Super Bowl ended the pro football 
season until training camps open in August.  Guess 
what starts this week?  Spring Training in Arizona 
and Florida for Major League Baseball teams.  Are 
you a baseball fan?  Are you a die-hard Brewer fan 
or just a fair-weather fan?  Fair-weather fans don’t 
always support their team and that drives die-hard 
fans crazy, who support their team through tough 
times.

Well, according today’s lesson, there’s such a thing 
as a fair-weather fan when it comes to religion.  For 
the most part the Israelites were fair-weather fans 
of God, while Joshua, their leader, he was a die-
hard supporter of the Lord.

Today, you’ll find out why you’ll want to imitate 
Joshua and be a die-hard supporter of the Lord, 
making sure he always comes first.  In fact, you 
may even want to take his words: “As for me and 
my home we will serve the LORD,” and make them 
your words, because they make “A Terrific 
Christian Motto.” 

Joshua was nearly 110 years old when he gathered 
the Israelites at Shechem.  Shechem was a perfect 
location for Joshua’s farewell sermon.  Shechem 
was the place God met Abraham and reaffirmed his 
covenant with him.  Shechem was also the place 
Jacob had buried the idols his family brought with 
them from his Uncle Laban’s house.  Burying them 
was Jacob making a clean break with an idol 
worshiping past.

Standing where Israel’s great forefathers - 
Abraham and Jacob - once stood, Joshua addressed 
the people as they entered a new phase in their 
life.  40 years earlier, God had safely led them out 
of Egypt by parting the Red Sea and defeating the 
Egyptian army.  For the next 40 years he made sure 
they never got hungry or thirsty and their clothes 
and sandals never wore out.  God cared for them.

As they finally approached the Promised Land, the 
Lord defeated their enemies who had much larger 
armies, while collapsing the walls of Jericho.  God 
blessed his people with a beautiful land that they 

divided up among the 12 tribes.  This land had 
fields ready to harvest and homes ready to occupy.  
God continued to care for them once they made 
the Promised Land home.

And still, Joshua knew that just because all Israel 
had gathered there, didn’t mean they were all die-
hard supporters of the Lord.  40 years of wilderness 
wandering was their consequence for being fair-
weather followers.  The adults never made it to the 
Promised Land.  They all died in the desert.

The Israelites were notorious for their bad behavior 
when it came to making sure God came first by 
worshiping only him.  How long did it take for their 
minds and hearts to wander from the Lord?  Just a 
month after leaving Egypt, they stood at the foot of 
Mt. Sinai and promised that God would always 
come first.  But then Moses went and spent too 
much time on the mountain, so they had to make a 
golden calf and worship it instead of the God who 
set them free.

How long does it take for our minds and our hearts 
to wander from the Lord?  At the foot of these 
steps, everyone stands on their Confirmation Day 
and promises that God will always come first in 
their lives.  Joshua’s words are a powerful and 
painful reminder of how quickly minds and hearts 
can wander.  Statistics tell us that …
 If neither parent is in worship, there’s a 5% 

chance their children will continue to worship 
after Confirmation.

 If only mom is in worship, there’s a 30% chance 
her children will continue to worship after 
Confirmation.

 If only dad is in worship, there’s a 50% chance 
his children will continue to worship after 
Confirmation.

 When both dad and mom are in worship, 
there’s an 85% chance their children will 
continue to worship after Confirmation.

What’s the problem?  It’s no big mystery.  Joshua 
said, “Choose this day whom you will serve.”  Our 
problem is with the choices we make.  We’re 
influenced by the sinful culture we live in.  The 



amount of time we spend usually dictates our 
priorities.  Time watching TV or playing video 
games.  Time spent on our electronic devices: I-
phones, I-pads, tablets, laptops, computers.  Time 
spent on activities, hobbies, at work, in the gym.  
Where does the Lord, his Word and our worship of 
him fit into our schedule?  Do we even make time 
for him?   
  
What choices are you willing to make?  Let’s be 
clear here.  We are not talking about choosing to 
become a child of God.  God Word is clear.  That’s 
something we absolutely cannot do.  We’re talking 
about living as a child of God.  There’s a huge 
difference.  Does a baby choose to be born?  And 
we don’t choose to make ourselves God’s child.  
God does all of that.

Yes, you are called to make a choice.  Are you going 
to choose to continue living as the child of God he 
has saved you to be?

That’s why we’d better all pay close attention to 
Joshua’s words: “Now fear the LORD and serve 
him with all faithfulness.  Throw away the gods 
your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and 
in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  But if serving the 
LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your forefathers served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 
you are living.  But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the LORD.”

Did some actually bring idols with them out of 
Egypt?  Were they still hanging on to them 40 years 
later?  It sure seems that way.

What idols are you hanging on to … relying on?  
Your smarts?  Your retirement plan?  Your health?  
What is it that threatens the top spot God 
demands in your heart?  Getting good grades?  
Texting and FaceBooking your friends?  Your job?  
Your family?  There are a lot of things that God will 
put up with, but second place is not one of them.

“As for me and my home we will serve the LORD.”  
Neither Joshua nor Israel were able to serve God 
perfectly as he wants to be served, and we’re not 

able to either.  We don’t deserve to be God’s 
servants, let alone his children.  Yet that’s exactly 
what we are.

That’s because this God sent a Savior to pay for our 
sins.  Jesus is like a good Samaritan who stops to 
help when your car breaks down.  He not only 
diagnoses what’s wrong with your car, he buys the 
parts, then gets down and dirty to fix your car.  This 
all happens without any help from you.  And even 
when you try to offer him some cash when he’s 
done, he says: “No.  I have something for you.”  He 
gives you a coupon for free gas for the rest of your 
life!

That’s what Jesus did for you.  He didn’t just 
diagnose your sin problem he fixed your sin 
problem.  He lived a clean and perfect life, then got 
down and dirty and bloody on the cross to pay for 
your sins.  

“As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”  
Exactly what does that mean for me?  It means I 
will …
 Reject my idols – the things that hold me back 

from God, that cause God’s Word to take a 
back seat in my daily life.

 Confess my sins – I’ll tell God he’s right about 
the wrong I’ve done, turn away from it and 
trust his forgiveness.

 Make time for God’s Word and make worship a 
priority in my life.

 Lead by example at home.  I want to practice 
what I preach.

Joshua was a die-hard supporter of the Lord.  Die-
hards don’t care much for fair-weather fans.  God 
doesn’t care much for fair-weather Christians 
either, who say: “Yeah, I’m a Christian, but I don’t 
let it interfere with my life.” 

Joshua’s exact words were: “As for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord,” but they’re also 
words used at baptisms, confirmations, weddings 
and funerals.  They fit every stage of life.  Make 
them your words, they are “A Terrific Christian 
Motto,” for every day of your life!


