
Week 4 Lenten Message – March 18, 2020 – Ephesians 6:12 

 
Greetings brothers and sisters of our St. Paul’s – 
Cudahy family!  As your pastor, I want to connect 
with you personally.  And, as I do, I want to share 
some comforting words of our God with you as 
well.  Even though our Wednesday Lenten services 
may have been cancelled by the coronavirus, this 
year’s Lenten theme centering around Jesus, our 
Warrior Savior, will continue going strong. 
 
We’ll start with a few verses of Psalm 27:  
 
The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
   whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
   of whom shall I be afraid? 
For in the day of trouble 
   he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
   he will hide me in the shelter of his tent 
   and set me high upon a rock. 
Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart 
   and wait for the LORD. 
 
Now, let’s dig into our Lent 4 devotion from 
Ephesians 6: 
 
The HBO Series “Band of Brothers” followed a 
company of US soldiers during the WW II invasion 
of Europe.  A number of times, Lieutenant Winters 
lead his men on what the military call - a 
reconnaissance mission.  Reconnaissance, or 
“Recon” for short, is one of the best ways for 
soldiers to observe the enemy so they know their 
enemy.   
 
Do you recall some “Recon” missions in the Bible?  
God had Moses send 12 spies into the land of 
Canaan, to learn about Israel’s enemy who was 
currently occupying the promised land.  Then, 40 
years later Joshua, sent 2 spies into the city of 
Jericho to bring back a report on Israel’s enemy as 
the Children of Israel were ready to cross the 
Jordan River and enter Canaan. 
 
Our lesson from Ephesians 6, is another “Recon” 
mission: For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world 

and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.  That’s what our God wants us to 
know about the real war against our real enemy. 
 
If someone jumps you on the street or breaks into 
your home, you will defend yourself in whatever 
way you can.  There is a person – flesh and blood - 
to see and hit.  St. Paul’s “Recon” reports that our 
biggest battle is against an enemy who is both 
invisible and evil.  We definitely wouldn’t want to 
enter this battle without knowing the enemy we’re 
facing.   
 
The realities of evil in this world described by Paul, 
is so much different from the popular ideas of evil.  
There is a comical view of evil – picture a red suit, a 
tail and a pitch fork.  Then there’s the Hollywood 
view of evil – picture a shadowy figure dressed in 
black.  But is that a realistic picture of evil? 
 
Hardly.  The name Satan means “enemy.”  The 
name devil means “liar.”  As the commander-in-
chief of the enemy forces, he’s very good at 
deception, which is one of his favorite ways he 
introduces evil.  In the Garden of Eden, he tempted 
Adam and Eve to doubt God.  In the wilderness he 
tried to tempt Jesus to doubt God.  Today he’s 
successful in getting people to doubt God - not that 
he exists, but doubt that he cares about us and 
plays an active role in our daily lives.  Which means 
… we’re left on our own, all by ourselves, standing 
all alone on the battlefield. 
 
People today often complain: about the traffic, 
about homework, how boring their life is or they 
need more money.  Yet they have no idea what is 
really happening around them.  The Bible tells us 
that we are surrounded by a powerful army of 
spiritual enemies.  Our lack of awareness can play 
right into their hands. 
 
Here’s what our “Recon” mission turned up on our 
enemy: Our enemy is dangerous.  The demons – 
those fallen angels and their general Satan are hell-
bent on damaging or destroying your faith, your 
hope and your life.  He’s like a terrorist who is 
cornered and wants to take as many of us as 



possible with him to hell.  He’s always trying to 
separate you and other Christians from your Savior; 
while preventing unbelievers, who are already cut 
off from God, from hearing about God’s grace at 
all. 
 
Our “Recon” mission not only includes getting to 
know the enemy, but it also has a clear report on 
what God has done for us in our battle against this 
enemy.  The situation is far from hopeless.  God’s 
Son, our Warrior Savior, went to war by shining 
light in the darkness. 
 
When we enter a dark room, the first we do is 
reach for the light switch to turn on the lights.  
Light always defeats darkness!  Even a small candle 
chases the darkness out of a big cave.  Jesus’ light is 
way more powerful than any bulb that shines over 
our heads!  Jesus’ light has pushed out the 
darkness that Satan has tried to shove into your 
heart.  Jesus’ light has given you faith and hope and 
life and a future in heaven that is so bright the 
Bible describes us as no longer even needing the 
sun or a lamp for light at all for an eternity!  John is 
talking about Jesus when he says: “In him was 
life, and that life was the light of all people.  The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.” 
 
Did you catch the battle in that verse?  “Darkness 
has NOT overcome it.”  Satan used the cross and 
the darkness of Good Friday as his weapon of 
choice.  He thought he had beaten Jesus when 
Jesus died on the cross.  But we know that Jesus 
turned the tables and used the cross and the 
sunlight shining in Easter’s empty tomb as his 
ultimate weapon to defeat all the forces of 
darkness.   
 
The events of the past few days and weeks with 
the coronavirus certainly makes it seem like 
darkness, or at least a dark cloud, is hanging over 
our world, country and congregation.  The daily 
updates bring even more worries, anxiety and 
uncertainty.  We feel as though we’re fumbling 
around in the dark and can’t see anything. 
 
When you are in the dark, you don’t like it there.  
That’s why you grab a flashlight, or use your cell 

phone to chase away the darkness.  There’s only 
one light for us and it’s Jesus, the Light of the 
World. 
 
Thank God that you and I have been given the 
wonderful gift of faith in Jesus.  Through that faith 
we see Jesus as our Savior.  He promises to be our 
daily friend and helper.  He promises to be our 
never-ending source of strength and courage.  He 
promises to be the Light of our lives who defeats 
every enemy we have.  
 
 
 
Prayer: 

Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace 
now drawing to a close.  Stay with us and warm 
our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ.  
May your Word keep our faith burning brightly, 
that we may walk in the light of your presence 
through the darkness of this world.  Amen. 

 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 
that awake we may watch with Christ,  
and asleep we may rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
 
 
God be with you until we connect again at 9:30 am 
this Sunday and live stream a worship service from 
God’s House into your home. 
 
 
 


