
March 22, 2020 – Luke 5:17-26 – “Remarkable Things!” 

 
“March Madness” is a term used to describe 
basketball during this time of the year.  This is the 
time state high school champions are crowned.  For 
those of us who are college basketball junkies, each 
weekend would reveal good picks or bracket-
busting upsets. 

But not this year.  This year every basketball venue 
in the country is empty.  No players are on the 
court.  No fans are in the stands.  All because 
another kind of “March Madness” – the 
coronavirus. 

Basketball’s “March Madness” got its name 
because the unexpected happens.  Some outcomes 
shock and surprise us when top-ranked teams are 
upset and lose. 

 Couldn’t we say the same thing about the COVID-
19?  The unexpected happened.  Some outcomes 
shock and surprise us. 

 The unexpected also happened in today’s gospel.  
Everyone in that Capernaum house was in shock at 
what their ears heard and their eyes saw - they 
could only gasp: We have seen remarkable things! 

Since there’s no other way to describe what 
happened in our story, let’s stick with We Have 
Seen Remarkable Things as our theme, too. 

1 – We have someone who forgives our sins, 
2 – We have someone who heals our sicknesses.  

Jesus attracted lots of attention wherever he went.  
When he was in Capernaum, people flocked from 
nearby towns, while some religious leaders made 
the 70-mile trip from Jerusalem.  The people were 
desperate to be helped and healed.  The religious 
experts were desperate to catch Jesus making a 
mistake. 

And that’s when the unexpected happened.  Four 
men wanted Jesus to do for their paralyzed friend 
what he had done for others.  But they couldn’t 
even get in the front door to see Jesus.   

In shock, the crowd saw a man being lowered 
down through the new door the man’s friends had 
made in the roof.  Jesus saw this man’s need, so he 
healed him – spiritually – by speaking the most 

soothing words human ears could ever hear: 
Friend, your sins are forgiven. 

Moments later, Jesus would also heal him 
physically.  Not so he could walk around for 
another 15-20 years on this planet - that would be 
a  miracle.  He did it so that he could spend eternity 
with him in Heaven, which is an even more 
remarkable miracle.  

That’s true for us too.  No matter how bad it’s 
going when it comes to our physical health, the 
bigger picture is the health of our soul.  Jesus sees 
our greatest need – our soul’s need for him and his 
love and his forgiveness.  Someday down the road, 
he’ll replace our worn-out bodies with new and 
improved models anyway.   

Jesus’ words of forgiveness were wonderful words 
for this man.  They weren’t so wonderful for Jesus!  
Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?  Who 
can forgive sins but God alone?  Those were the 
thoughts going through the religious leaders’ 
minds.  In their eyes Jesus used profanity and 
ruined God’s reputation, since only God can forgive 
sins, and Jesus was not God.  But none of them had 
the guts to actually say: Blasphemy! 

Jesus is God.  That’s why he knew exactly what 
they were thinking.  The shocked looks on their 
faces must have been priceless as Jesus asked: 
Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts?  Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are 
forgiven,” or “Get up and walk?” 

You tell me.  Why would it be easier for me to say: 
Your sins are forgiven: if you had cancer or the 
coronavirus, than for me to say: Your cancer is 
cured.  Your coronavirus is gone?  Exactly!  
Forgiving sins is easier because there’s no way of 
telling if those words have meaning.  Forgiveness is 
a transaction between the sinner and God. 

As the experts were debating which was harder, 
Jesus had already done both!  In reality both are 
hard.  You have to be God to forgive, and you need 
God’s power to heal.  

  



If you were paralyzed, how excited would you be 
the hear: Get up and walk?  And yet, those weren’t 
even the most life-changing words he heard that 
day.  Every single day this man’s paralysis had 
reminded him of his sins.  It wasn’t for any sin he 
had committed.  Every sickness is the result of 
sinners living in a sin-filled world.  Once Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, he told them they would now 
become personally acquainted with pain and 
disease and ultimately death. 

Your sins are forgiven are the remarkable words 
we are privileged to hear.  Like the paralytic, we 
beg for God’s help and mercy because we have 
been a complete failure at keeping his 
commandments.  And what do we hear?  Not a 
hint of punishment for the guilt our sins deserve, 
instead those same soothing words: Your sins are 
forgiven.  We Have Seen Remarkable Things - 
someone who forgives our sins! 

(2) 

And we also have someone who heals our 
sicknesses.  To tell someone their sins are forgiven 
- are just words.  You don’t really see anything 
happen.  But to tell someone who’s paralyzed get 
up and walk - and they do … that’s more than 
words.  That’s shocking! 

And that’s why Jesus said loud enough for 
everyone to hear: But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.  
So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get 
up, take your mat and go home.” 

The unexpected didn’t take hours or even minutes.  
In shock everyone watched as he immediately 
stood up, grabbed his mat and went home singing 
a happy tune.  How could Jesus heal his paralysis?  
The same way he forgave his sins.  He’s God 
Almighty! 

And yet, Jesus didn’t identify himself as God.  He 
says he’s the Son of Man.  Why?  It’s code.  He’s 
telling us something.  He’s one of us.  He’s a man 
who had a mom, just like all of us had a mom.  But, 
at the same time he’s telling us he’s not like any of 
us.  He’s God Almighty! 

To heal us from our sin, which is more dangerous 
than any virus, Jesus had to be our Substitute and 
our Rescuer. 

• As our Substitute … He suffered our 
punishment.  He experienced what we 
experience.  He withstood every temptation 
of the devil for us.  He can sympathize with us 
and help us. 

• As our Rescuer … He allowed himself to be 
nailed to the cross.  He experienced the 
tortures of hell for us.  He raised himself from 
the grave.  All so he could say: Friend, your 
sins are forgiven. 

Jesus heals our sicknesses.  Some of us have been 
healed from cancer, heart attacks, broken bones 
and strokes.  Most of us have been healed from 
pneumonia, flu, colds, bronchitis, measles and 
chicken pox, all because God still has things for us 
to do here. 

We’ve also had Christian brothers and sisters who 
have died from heart attacks, strokes, cancers and 
pneumonia among other things.  Why didn't God 
heal them?  He did, just not in the way we may 
have wanted or expected.  He provided them with 
heavenly health care and perfect healing.  No pain 
or sickness again.  We have someone who heals 
our sicknesses in the way he knows is best for us.  

Have you seen any remarkable things today? 

• You’ve heard the good news of God’s Word. 

• You’ve received his soothing forgiveness. 

• You’ve raised your voice in prayer and maybe 
even in praise … even though you aren’t here 
in your church home where your church 
family usually meets.  That’s remarkable! 

Something else that’s remarkable is how this 
coronavirus has turned our world and everyone’s 
life upside down.  God uses times like this to help 
us realize how quickly we can lose sight of what’s 
most important in our lives. 

You have a Savior who forgives sins and heals 
sicknesses.  An everlasting relationship with him is 
only possible through faith.  That’s why it’s so 
important for you to hear and see the remarkable 
things he’s done for you now! 


