
Lent Week 5 – “The Warrior Rejected by Followers” - John 6:66-68

Good evening brothers and sisters of our St. Paul’s 
– Cudahy family!  I hope you were able to get 
outside today and enjoy our warm Spring sun.  Our 
Wednesday Lenten services in church have turned 
into Wednesday Lenten devotions from my office 
at church.  We want to continue our Lenten 
preparation for Easter.  This is week 5 of Lent.

Let’s start with some verses of Psalm 63, a Psalm of 
David:

You, God, are my God,
I have seen you in the sanctuary
   and beheld your power and your glory.
On my bed I remember you;
   I think of you through the watches of the night.
Because you are my help, I cling to you;
   your right hand upholds me.

Just like us …. David …. experienced worship in 
God’s House, but there were also times he’d lie 
awake at night in bed.  So, it doesn’t really matter 
where or when … we’re just so thankful our God 
and his watchful care are always there for us.    

Now to this week’s Lenten devotion: 
Every day, somewhere, sadly, the words: “I want a 
divorce,” are spoken.  What happened to the 
happiness of that wedding day?  Vows were made 
before God and family and friends.  Love was 
declared.  Rings are a constant reminder of … in 
sickness and in health, for better or for worse until 
death us do part.

What does it take to break up a marriage?  An 
endless list would include: obnoxious habits, 
alcohol, anger, unfaithfulness, abuse, drugs.  Those 
would cause the “Wow,” the excitement of 
marriage, to turn into the “Ugh” of marriage. 

In tonight’s Lenten devotion, we’ll talk about how 
the “Wow,” the excitement of being a disciple of 
Jesus, turned into the “Ugh” for many of his 
disciples.

Our lesson is from John 6, verses 66,67,68 … From 
this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed him.  “You do not want to leave 
too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  Simon 

Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.”

For over two years, crowds followed Jesus and saw 
his miracles and heard his message.  They knew 
their OT, so they knew God had promised a Savior.  
They put those two things together and looked to 
Jesus as the promised one. 

Except, in their eyes, Jesus was going to give them 
unlimited food and health, instead of forgiveness.  
Jesus was going to be the one to get Rome off their 
back, instead of the One to get sin off their soul.

How could they completely miss the beautiful 
promises of the Savior from sin and the Giver of 
eternal life?  A nasty enemy was hard at work!  
Satan had convinced the spiritual leaders and 
others to stop listening to Jesus.  If we had been 
there, we would have felt all the excitement being 
sucked out of the crowd, like when the visiting 
team makes a shot at the buzzer to win.  Many 
turned and headed home.

It wasn’t only some of the crowd who walked 
away.  Jesus had been training a large group of 
disciples.  They complained: “These are hard 
teachings.  Who can accept them?”  And, it wasn’t 
long after that that they too walked away: From 
this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed him.

They’d walked miles with Jesus, slept on the 
ground with him, ate meals with him, watched his 
miracles.  This was the Savior who was going to war 
on Calvary.  He’s getting his troops, his disciples, 
ready to carry on when he leaves.  But they didn’t 
believe in him.  What started as a “Wow” now 
becomes an “Ugh.”  They divorced themselves 
from Jesus and deserted him.  

How does that happen with someone who’s been 
so close to Jesus?  Jesus’ archenemy was 
responsible then, and he still hates Jesus now.  
Satan fights against him tooth and nail by offering a 
path to God other than Jesus.  By spreading false 
teachings.  By either attacking the Bible, or creating 



boredom with it.  By causing someone to desert 
their confirmation promise, and divorce 
themselves from Jesus.

We too struggle with personal doubts about some 
of the things God says.  So, we can understand why 
Jesus would turn to his closest disciples and ask the 
12: You do not want to leave too, do you?

Did they hesitate?  Did they want to check and see 
how many were staying, before they gave their 
answer?  We don’t know for sure.  We know Peter 
was once again the first to spout off a response: 
Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 
of eternal life.  Peter often stuck his foot in his 
mouth, but here - he got it right!

When God created the world, he simply spoke the 
words, “Let there be...” and there was light and dirt 
and stars and lions and butterflies.   Words, God’s 
words have incredible power!

You don’t have to imagine the “Wow” of holding 
those same powerful words in your own hands.  
You’ve already experienced it, and I hope you’ve 
expressed that “Wow” factor at his words of love 
and life, of forgiveness and salvation.  Treasure his 
words by using your Bible often, whether it’s pages 
in a book, on a tablet, or an app on your phone.

Why are God’s words so critical to us?  You tell me, 
after I share this passage with you: Faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is 
heard through the word about Christ.  Only God 
knows how many Christian believers there are, but 
we know that every one of them did absolutely 
nothing to create that saving faith in their hearts.  
Every one of us came by our faith through one 
means - the single most powerful force on the 
planet - GOD’S WORDS!

Whether spoken, read, listened to or sung – the 
Holy Spirit used those words so you could trust that 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus has bought 
and paid for your salvation!  

Now you can understand why Jesus fought to the 
bitter end against his enemies.  His enemies are the 
ones who invite us to divorce ourselves from God’s 

Word and Jesus, who is the only source of eternal 
life.

Since we can’t gather in church or at church to hear 
God’s Word, let’s use this safer-at-home time to 
recharge our desire to read our Bibles.  We’ve got 
plenty of time on our hands.  Start a personal 
reading program or home devotions.  Start tonight 
by reading chapter 12 of John’s gospel, and then 
maybe half a chapter each day until you finish 
chapter 21.  Our Savior’s final weeks on earth is a 
great read!

If Jesus would ask: You do not want to leave too, 
do you?  May our confident confession always be: 
Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 
of eternal life! 

Prayer:
Lord God, you have brought us safely to this 
evening’s hour.  We thank you for providing 
all that we need for body and life.  Bless us 
who have heard your Word.  Forgive our sins.  
Speak to our hearts.  Chase away our sadness 
and uncertainty with the comfort of your 
powerful Word.  Give us an enthusiasm, a 
“Wow,” for you and your Word.  Inspire us to 
read it daily.  Amen. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.  Amen.

God be with you until we connect again at 9:30 am 
this Sunday for a worship service and bring God’s 
House into your home.


