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Welcome to worship!  In the face of doubt, Jesus gives us proof and peace.  To the doubting 

disciples, he gave certain proof that led to certain peace.  Through his Word and sacraments, 
Jesus gives the same proof to all people of all time.  “Peace be with you,” said our Lord.  Then he 

sent his people out with this message of peace based on the proof of his resurrection.   
 

 

 

 

HYMN – “Awake My Heart with Gladness”  (156 v.1,4) 

 

1) Awake, my heart, with gladness!  

See what today is done;  

Now, after gloom and sadness, 

Comes forth the glorious sun.  

My Savior there was laid  

Where our bed must be made  

When to the realms of light  

Our spirit wings its flight. 

 
4) Now I will cling forever  

To Christ, my Savior true;  

My Lord will leave me never,  

Whate’er he passes through.  

He rends death’s iron chain;  

He breaks through sin and pain.  

He shatters hell’s dark thrall;  

I follow him through all. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

   For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

   For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

   For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

M: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain 

body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

 For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.  Christ, have mercy. 
 For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await your 

return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  Amen. 

 

READINGS FOR SUNDAYS OF EASTER 

• The First Lesson swaps out the usual Old Testament lesson for a section from the Book of Acts as the 

impact of the resurrection is felt by the New Testament Christian church. 

• The Second Lesson is a series from Peter’s First Epistle.  He was an eye witness to the resurrection. 
 

FIRST LESSON – Acts 10:34, 36-43 

The Gentile believers to whom Peter spoke had never seen the risen Lord.  

But Peter saw and touched and spoke with Jesus. 

 God made him a witness of the resurrection so he could provide proof for the Gentiles. 

34 Then Peter began to speak: 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing 

the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened 

throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and 

healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him 

by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 

seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who 

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”: 

 

M: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 

 

SECOND LESSON – 1 Peter 1:3-9 

What causes more doubt in our lives about God’s love and plan for our lives than grief or sorrow? 

“Why did this happen to me?”  “When will this sickness stop?” 

Peter points us to the resurrection as proof of the living hope we have. 

Faith clings to a Savior we have not seen, but love.  
  

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 

that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are 

shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In 

all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 

trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which 

perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 

him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 
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M: Alleluia.  Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL / MESSAGE – John 20:24-31 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 

and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF OUR EASTER FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – “O Sons and Daughters of the King”  (165 v.5-8) 

5) When Thomas afterwards had heard 

That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

He doubted if it were the Lord.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6) “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“My hands, my feet, my body see; 

And doubt not, but believe in me.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7) No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

8) Blessèd are they that have not seen  

And yet whose faith has constant been; 

In life eternal they shall reign.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

TODAY’S MESSAGE 
 

 

“Stop Doubting and Believe!” 
 

 

HYMN - “We Walk By Faith”  (756 v.1-3) 

1) We walk by faith and not by sight; 

No gracious words we hear  
From him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 

But we believe him near. 

 

2) We may not touch his hands and side 

Nor follow where he trod,  

But in his promise we rejoice 

And cry, “My Lord and God!” 

 

3) Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, 

And may our faith abound  
To call on you when you are near 

And seek where you are found. 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

HYMN – “By Faith” 

1) By faith, we see the hand of God 

In the light of creation’s grand design; 

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness, 

Who walk by faith and not by sight. 

 

3) By faith, the prophets saw a day 

When the longed-for Messiah would appear 

With the power to break the chains of sin and death, 

And rise triumphant from the grave. 

 

We will stand as children of the promise, 

We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward. 

Till the race is finished and the work is done, 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

 

4) By faith, the church was called to go 

In the power of the Spirit to the lost 

To deliver captives and to preach good news, 

In every corner of the earth. 

 

We will stand as children of the promise, 

We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward. 

Till the race is finished and the work is done, 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

 


