
4/49/2020 – Devotion: I Am the Light of the World – John 8:12 

 
It’s common for children to be afraid of the dark.  
That’s why parents put night lights in their 
children’s rooms.  Adults aren’t that fond of the 
dark either.  Their concern is tripping and falling.  
That’s why they use night lights.  We have this 
inborn uneasiness with the dark.  It scares us for 
any number of reasons. 
 
When God was beginning the creation process, 
Genesis tells us the earth was formless and empty 
and in complete darkness.  God’s very first creative 
act was to make the darkness disappear, at least 
for part of each day.  He created light and he saw 
that the light was good. 
 
We’d all agree.  Light is good.  From the moment 
we open our eyes in the morning, until we close 
them at night, we see things.  We see things 
because of light. 
 
Light is one of the most fascinating and taken for 
granted aspects of life.  How often do you stop to 
think of all that light does for you? 

• Light is necessary to see. 

• Light is necessary for much of the food we eat.  
Remember photosynthesis from science 
class?  Plants need to absorb light to grow.  
Without light those veggies and plants and 
flowers in our yards and gardens wouldn’t 
grow.  We’d have a lot less to eat, look at and 
enjoy. 

• Light is necessary for good mental and physical 
health.  UV rays (sunlight) provides our bodies 
with Vitamin D.  That’s good for our immune 
system and it fights off depression. 

Just a couple of days of overcast or rainy skies and 
we realize how much we miss the light of the sun. 
 
Light isn’t just an important scientific concept.  
Light is an often-used image in the Bible.  In the OT, 
light describes God’s presence and guidance with 
his people, the Children of Israel. 

• After being in the light of God’s presence for 40 
days on Mt. Sinai, Moses blinded the people 
when he returned back with the 10 
Commandments. 

• During their wilderness wandering, the 
Israelites were guided by the light from the 
fiery pillar of God’s presence. 

• The glory of the Lord, the bright light of God’s 
presence, filled the Holy of Holies inside the 
tabernacle. 

• The bright light of the glory of the Lord shone in 
Bethlehem’s night sky - as angels announced 
Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. 

• A little while later, a light in the sky, a star, 
guided magi from the east to visit baby Jesus. 

 
Tonight’s “I AM” statement about Jesus deals with 
light.  In John 8:12, Jesus says: “I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
Why should we care that Jesus identifies himself as 
“the Light of the World”?  Because this is Jesus’ 
calling card.  When Jesus said he was the Light of 
the World he was submitting his resume, his 
credentials - who he is and what he does. 
 
“I am” is Jesus identifying himself as God.  “The 
light of the world” is Jesus identifying himself as 
Savior.  He’s the fulfiller of what Isaiah had 
promised: “The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light.  … Arise, shine, for your light 
has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon 
you.” 
 
Jesus is the light.  Jesus doesn’t say: “I can see the 
light” or “I know the way to the light,” he says: “I 
am THE Light of the World.”  Jesus is not one of 
many lights that shines in the darkness.  He’s the 
only light - an exclusive club of one. 
 
Our Christian faith is not wrapped up in 
philosophies and principles but in a person.  Take 
Jesus out of the salvation equation and we have 
nothing.  Without him the world, you and I, would 
still be walking in the darkness of sin and unbelief. 
 
Jesus Christ became the Light of the World to 
battle what any light battles - darkness.  In 
Scripture, Satan is described as the Prince of 



Darkness.  Through the life, death and resurrection 
of the Light of the World darkness was conquered, 
crushed and defeated.  By faith in Jesus, he 
continues to be the Light of this World, and the 
light of your own personal World, as a child of God. 
 
There are a number of things we can learn about 
light: 
 
1. Light always defeats darkness 
Darkness may be strong, but light is more 
powerful.  The tiniest light chases the darkness out 
of any room.  And there is no darkness in the room 
of your soul that the Light of the World cannot 
overcome! 
 
2. Light separates truth from lies 
We use light to see things as they really are.  We 
evaluate things in our own lives in the light of 
God’s Word.  Is what I’m doing pleasing to God and 
helpful for others and myself?  The more we take 
God’s Word with us in our lives, the better we can 
separate the truth of God from the lies that the 
devil pedals. 
 
3. Light gives direction 
As the Children of Israel were led by the light of the 
fiery pillar; so Jesus says to us: “You can trust me to 
give you direction.”  That’s what the Palmist was 
talking about: “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and 
a light for my path.” 
 
4. Light is intended to be reflected 
In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he says of those 
who follow him: “You are the light of the world.”  
Was he confused?  Did he misspeak?  No, he’s 
handing off both the privilege and responsibility to 
be the light in a world that is in the darkness of 
unbelief.  Make no mistake, we are to “reflect” 
light — we shine only because we are close to his 
light.  Light does not come naturally from sinners.  
The sinful words and deeds of darkness do.  If there 
is light in us; it’s a direct result of Jesus living in us 
and through us. 
 
 
5. Light reveals what is hidden 
Turning on a light as you walk into a dark room 
allows you see things that are hidden.  God is 

hidden.  He is great and mysterious, but we can’t 
see him or understand him.  Jesus, the Light of the 
World, reveals God to us.  If it weren’t for Jesus 
there would be no sacrifice expressing the Father’s 
burning desire to show his mercy and forgiveness.  
We know what we know about God because Jesus 
revealed it to us. 
 
Jesus’ light penetrates the soul, and his light 
remains in us by faith.  As we follow Jesus, we walk 
in his light rather than the darkness of our own 
sinful ways and this sin-infected world. 
 
As we follow Jesus, we make it our business to read 
and study and listen to his Word.  Here’s the thing 
about following: If I am truly following, then the 
path and destination are not up to me!  If I am 
following, Jesus is my leader!  
 
Light is necessary, essential and vital to our 
existence.  What better way is there to describe 
Jesus Christ?  He means everything to us.  He is the 
Light of the World. 
 
We Pray: 

I want to walk as a child of the light; 
   I want to follow Jesus.  
God set the stars to give light to the world; 
  The star of my life is Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all; 
   The night and the day are both alike.  
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
   Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 
Listen in each Wednesday night at 6:30 for a 
devotional message based on one of Jesus’ “I Am” 
statements. 
 
Join us on Sunday morning at 9:30 am for our 
weekly worship.  God bless your week! 


