
Easter 2020 – 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 – “We Are the Champions!” 

 
I’d like you to listen to something.  Tell me if it 
sounds familiar?  (Play)  Did you recognize the 
rhythm?  That’s from of a song called “We Are the 
Champions.” It was made famous by the band 
Queen.  
 
Unfortunately, being champions of the world didn’t 
last very long for them.  But that’s the nature of 
things – victory doesn’t last very long.  Open a 
history book and look at every world power or 
empire – they don’t remain champions.  And, no 
matter how tightly our fists squeeze onto power 
and money and fame - we can’t take it with us.  
Death always claims its victim. 
 
But there is a victory that does last.  It’s one that 
nobody can take away from a Christian and it 
doesn’t end at death.  We hear about it in our 
Easter lesson: Death has been swallowed up in 
VICTORY.  Where, O death, is your VICTORY?  
Where, O grave, is your sting? The sting of death 
is sin.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the 
VICTORY through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Did you catch what Easter is all about?  We have 
VICTORY, we are the champions, through the 
Resurrection of Jesus.  But in order for there to be 
a resurrection … something has to happen first – 
death. 
 
A comedian once said: “According to a study, most 
people’s No. 1 fear is public speaking and No. 2 is 
death.  So, if you have to go to a funeral, you’re 
better off in the casket than doing the eulogy.” 
 
People make jokes about death.  But when it 
threatens someone you know and love, when it 
threatens you … nobody’s laughing then. That’s 
because death is a scary thing.  That’s why the 
coronavirus is so scary.  Most viruses make you feel 
a little under-the-weather, and with some sleep 
and soup, you soon feel better.  The death-toll 
from this virus so far is nearly 100,000 people 
around the world. 
 
We were created in the image of God.  We were 
never meant to die.  It’s not natural.  But we will all 

die ... and unless we have the hope of the 
resurrection - death will be devastating. 
 
The Bible repeatedly tells us that death is the result 
of sin. The Apostle Paul wrote about in today’s 
lesson: The sting of death is sin.  He also wrote 
about it in Romans: Sin entered the world through 
one man (that’s Adam), and death through sin, 
and in this way death came to all people, because 
all sinned.  To follow this logically, we first need to 
discuss how sin was conquered, to understand how 
death was conquered. 
 
Every person born on this planet is a slave to a 
cruel master: sin.  But God has freed us from our 
slavery to sin.  When the Bible calls Jesus: 
“Redeemer,” or, when we sing: “I know that my 
Redeemer lives,” that’s what it’s talking about.  To 
redeem is to pay the price to set a slave free.  What 
price did Jesus Christ pay?  He came to live a 
perfect life for us.  On a dark Friday afternoon, he 
died and was punished for us.  Jesus has conquered 
sin by being sinless and by forgiving our sin.  That 
means, by faith in Jesus, we are the champions…of 
sin. 
 
If sin has been conquered, then death has been 
conquered too.  So, what does Jesus’ resurrection 
mean for you?  Let Jesus explain it himself: 
“Because I live, you also will live.”  “I am the 
resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die, and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 
Can you see what I’m holding?  A receipt.  What’s 
the purpose of a receipt?  It’s the proof that 
payment was made.  Jesus’ resurrection is the 
receipt, the proof that payment was made, that 
death has been conquered.  Again, by faith in Jesus, 
we are the champions…of death. 
 
Saying we are the champions of death, and singing 
“Death is done, love has won, Christ has 
conquered” on Easter Sunday, like we will be doing 
in a few minutes, is one thing.  Believing it and 
living it is another.  So, let’s make this personal.  
Unless Jesus comes first, you and I will die.  Death 



is a 100% reality for us.  How are we going to deal 
with death?  How do people deal with death? 
 

• Some try to ignore it.  They don’t make out wills 
… buy cemetery plots … or plan their funeral 
service. 

• Some will try to joke about it, like we heard 
earlier. 

• Some try to keep it away.  Researchers spend 
entire careers trying to extend life, and even 
if they succeed, people still die - later. 

• And then, there are those who say: “Let’s 
party!  If we’re going to die anyway, might as 
well enjoy life.” 

 
Death and the grave seem so final.  For many, the 
grave is a casket, inside a concrete vault, 6 feet 
under, and that’s where they’ll stay. 
 
But God has a different take on dealing with death.  
John 3:16 is his take: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son that whoever 
believes in him will NOT perish but HAVE 
everlasting life.”  That doesn’t mean we won’t die 
physically.  But when we do, we won’t stop 
existing.  We’ll go to a grave, but we won’t stay 
there. 
 
In Revelation, the last Book of the Bible, Jesus 
introduces himself in a unique way: "I am the 
Living One.  I was dead, and behold I am alive 
forever and ever!  And I hold the keys to death 
and Hades.”  After Jesus’ death on Good Friday, 
they locked his body in the grave.  On Easter 
Sunday, Jesus overcame death, and picked up the 
keys on his way out of the grave.  When Jesus 
returns, he’ll open every grave.  The grave can’t 
lock us in, because he’s got the keys. 
 
In fact, Romans tells us that when we become a 
child of God through Baptism, it’s a really a test 
run: “Don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ were baptized into his death?  
… If we have been united with him in a death, we 
will certainly also be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.” 
 

Easter is proof there is a Resurrection and there is a 
life - eternal life - beyond the grave: “The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
And yet, there are many people who still don’t 
believe we will rise from the dead.  It was 
challenged back in the Apostle Paul’s day – that’s 
why he wrote I Corinthians 15 - and it’s being 
challenged today. 
 
A couple of years ago, Newsweek magazine had an 
article the week before Easter.  Their religious 
editor, summed up her own view of the 
Resurrection by saying this: “For my part, I don’t 
buy it.  This story of Christ’s resurrection has 
strained the trust of even the most devoted 
believer.  For, truly, it's unbelievable.” 
 
If this well-educated religious editor is telling us 
she doesn’t believe in the resurrection, who are we 
to say we believe it?  Who are we to believe – this 
editor or God? 
 
Do you have a garden?  Then you’ve seen a 
resurrection!  Every farmer, every gardener, 
everyone who has ever planted a seed has seen a 
resurrection.  When a seed is planted in the 
ground, it has to die before it can live and grow up 
in a different form than when it went into the 
ground.  It’s no different with our bodies.  When 
we die, our bodies will be planted in the ground, so 
they can rise from the ground in a different form 
than when they went into the ground. 
 
Who are we to believe – this editor or God?  Stick 
with God.  He tells us there is a resurrection.  He 
showed us it can be done.  He built it into nature, 
with its own death, burial and resurrection to 
prove it. 
 
Death has been swallowed up in VICTORY.  
Where, O death, is your VICTORY?  God gives us 
the VICTORY – over sin, death and the grave – 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Can you hear it?  
(Play)  We Are the Champions! 
 


