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Good Friday Tenebrae (darkness) is not a funeral for Jesus, but a solemn service of 
repentance and reflection.  God's Son offers up his life as the Lamb of God.  Candles 
are extinguished as lights are dimmed, until we are in Tenebrae – symbolizing the 
fading of Jesus' life and the darkness which covered the earth from Noon until 3:00 pm 
on Good Friday.  

In the darkness at the end of the service the Christ Candle leaves the sanctuary, but is 
never extinguished.  Jesus, the Light of the World, could not be snuffed out by death.  
The Christ Candle returns to the sanctuary at the end of the service, just as we return 
on Easter Sunday.

HYMN - “Just as I Am”  (397)

1) Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2) Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5) Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.



2

1 - The Forgiveness Candle

 Scripture Reading: Luke 23:33-34
When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified him, along 
with the criminals -- one on his right, the other on his left.  Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

 Devotion

HYMN – “Were You There”  (119)

1) Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

2) Were you there when he gave himself for you?
Were you there when he gave himself for you?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when he gave himself for you?

2 - The Paradise Candle

 Scripture Reading: Luke 23:39-43
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ?  
Save yourself and us!”  But the other criminal rebuked him.  “Don’t you fear God,” 
he said, “since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.”  
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  Jesus 
answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”

 Devotion

HYMN – "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"  (125)

1) When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2) Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God.
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
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3 - The Care Candle

 Scripture Readings:   John 19:25-27
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, 
here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”  From that time on, 
this disciple took her into his own home.

 Devotion

HYMN – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  (125)

3) See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4) Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute fare too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

4 - The Atonement Candle

 Scripture Readings:   Matthew 27:45-46
From the sixth hour, (noon) until the ninth hour, (3 pm) darkness came over all 
the land.  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?” -- which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

 Devotion

HYMN – “Lamb of God”  (748)

1) Your only Son, no sin to hide,
But you have sent him from your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod
And to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God! 
Oh, wash me in his precious blood,
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

  
5 - The Prophecy Candle
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 Scripture Readings:   John 19:28-29
Later, knowing that all was now complete, and so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they 
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it 
to Jesus’ lips.

 Devotion

HYMN – “O Lamb of God”  (748)

2) Your gift of love they crucified.
They laughed and scorned him as he died:
The humble King they named a fraud
And sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

Refrain
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God! 
Oh, wash me in his precious blood,
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

6 - The Assurance Candle

 Scripture Readings:   John 19:30
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he bowed 
his head and gave up the spirit.

 Devotion

HYMN – “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  (105)

1) O sacred head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded,
With thorns your only crown,
O sacred head, no glory
Now from your face does shine;
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call you mine.

7 - The Heaven Candle
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 Scripture Readings:   Luke 23:44-46
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the 
ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom.  Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands 
I commit my spirit.”  When he said this, he breathed his last.

 Devotion

SONG – “The Burial”

1) Gently, we took his body down,
Wrapped the spice and linen ‘round our Lord.
Tenderly took the crown of thorns,
From the head that took the scorn; Jesus, our Lord.

2) Love made him carry all our sins,
And with love we carried him, our Lord.
In the tomb he laid at rest,
With our tears upon his breast; Jesus, our Lord.

3) There was no more we could do,
There was no more we could say.
So we covered his dear face,
Rolled the heavy stone in place.
Then we walked away.  

LORD’S PRAYER … Whispered

ARE YOU AMAZED? - Video
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Jerusalem   -   OBITUARY   -   AD 33

Jesus Christ, 33 of Nazareth, died Friday on Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the 
skull.  Betrayed by the disciple Judas Iscariot, Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of the 
Governor Pontius Pilate.  The causes of death were extreme exhaustion, severe torture and crucifixion.

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was a member of the house of David.  He was the son of the 
late Joseph, a carpenter from Nazareth, and Mary, his devoted mother.  Jesus was born in a stable in the 
city of Bethlehem, Judea.  He is survived by his mother Mary, his faithful apostles, numerous disciples and 
many other followers.

Jesus was self-educated and spent most of his adult life working as a teacher.  Jesus also occasionally 
worked as a medical doctor and it is reported that he healed many patients, and even brought back some 
to life who were dead.  Up until the time of his death, Jesus was teaching and sharing the Good News of 
salvation, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry and helping the poor.

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about his Father’s Kingdom and performing miracles, such as 
feeding over 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, and healing a man who was born 
blind.  On the day before his death, he held a Last Supper celebrating the Passover Feast and also 
instituting a new meal called “The Lord’s Supper.”  During this meal he foretold his death.

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was donated by Joseph from Arimathea, a loyal 
friend of the family.  By order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb.  Roman soldiers 
would stand guard.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that everyone share Jesus’ Good News message of salvation 
by faith in his life and death with as many people as possible.


