
4/15 - Wednesday Devotion - “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

 
Hello, thanks for joining tonight’s devotion.  I hope 
and pray that your Easter, while certainly different, 
was still an uplifting time with your resurrected 
Lord.  Perhaps you had personal time with the 
Easter story, or maybe you watched one of the 
many Easter services on TV, or even our St. Paul’s 
Easter service online. 
 
What started out as devotions to complete the 
final 3 weeks of Lent, has turned into these 
Wednesdays after Easter.  Each week, either Pastor 
Joel Gaertner or I will pick out one of the “I AM” 
statements Jesus made about himself.  I am the 
Good Shepherd … I am the Light of the World … I 
am the Bread of Life - just to mention a few. 
 
Tonight’s devotion will introduce our series and 
explain why these “I AM” statements of Jesus are 
both critical and comforting to our faith. 
 
Our first lesson is Exodus 3:14 – God said to Moses, 

“I am who I am,” This is what you are say to 
the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to you.” 

Our second lesson is John 8:58 – “I tell you the 
truth,” Jesus answered, “Before Abraham was 
born, I am!” 

 
“Who are you?”  That seems like a logical question.  
You’re unsure of a person’s identity or name, so 
you ask because you want to find out. 
But with a little inflection in your voice, that same 
question can mean something completely 
different.  “Who ARE you?” now becomes an 
accusation.  You’re shocked at a person’s words or 
behavior.  So, you ask because you’re wondering 
what in the world is going on? 
 
In our Exodus lesson, Moses asks God a similar 
question.  God had called Moses to do something 
special for him.  It’s a pretty important task.  Go to 
Egypt and tell pharaoh to let God’s people, the 
children of Israel, go free.  And, after 400 years in 
Egypt, most of them as slaves, tell the Israelites 
that their God is ready to set them free.  
 
Naturally, Moses has questions.  “Lord, I know who 
you are.  We just had that conversation at the 

burning bush.  But Israel might not remember you.  
How can I convince them that I’m not some kind of 
imposture?  After all, I’ve been away for 40 years.” 
 
God addresses that question by proclaiming who 
he is in a unique and wonderful way.  He 
distinguishes himself as the God above every other 
god.  This name for God is, without a doubt, one of 
the most meaningful in all of the Bible. 
 
“I AM!”  Moses, that’s what you can tell Israel if 
they wonder who sent you and who I am.  
 
Is that really a name?  Does it even make sense?  “I 
AM” may be just 2 short words, but there is a 
mountain of truth and meaning in that name.  It’s 
God’s very own description of who he is. 
 
“I AM!”  By using the first person pronoun, that’s 
God’s way of saying he’s a personal being.  He’s not 
some force somewhere out there.  He’s a person 
who thinks and feels, who speaks, decides and acts.  
He’s someone who is independent of others and 
unlimited in his freedom. 
 
“I AM” is also God’s way of saying he’s timeless - 
he’s not “I WAS.”  He’s constant and unchangeable 
– he’s not “I WILL BE.”  To Moses and the Israelites 
this was a comforting and reassuring name.  He’s 
the God of free and faithful love.  His promises of 
grace were first given to their famous forefathers – 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, when he called them to 
be his own people.  All those promises were still in 
effect.  God had not forgotten them.  And now this 
personal God is all set to flex his muscles and his 
mercy to fulfill the promises he made. 
 
The next time the Bible uses the “I AM” name for 
God is in the NT.  Those are the “I AM” statements 
Jesus made.  We’ll look at and learn from them 
over the next 7 weeks of the Easter season. 
 
The Apostle John is the only NT writer to use this 
unique name.  In John 8:58, Jesus says of himself, 
“Before Abraham was, I am.” 
It sounds like Jesus is saying that he was around 
the same time as Abraham.  But that’s not possible.  



Jesus was barely 30 years old when he spoke those 
words.  How could he have seen Abraham over 
2,000 years earlier? 
 
“Who ARE you?” must have been on the minds of 
the Jews during yet another one of their many 
unpleasant encounters with Jesus.  By identifying 
himself with this particular name, Jesus is obviously 
connecting himself to God’s OT encounter with 
Moses.  Jesus, standing there, was and is and will 
always be the Great “I AM.” 
 
We have given Jesus Christ our undivided 
attention.  For the 6 weeks of Lent, we watched - 
as Jesus from Nazareth was betrayed by one friend, 
denied by another and abandoned by the rest.  We 
saw him captured, interrogated, beaten, crucified 
and finally buried. 
 
“Who are you?” we ask.  He doesn’t look like he’s “I 
AM” during those 6 weeks of Lent, nor like 
someone who hung around with Abraham 
centuries earlier. 
 
That’s why Easter and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead are so critical to our faith and 
just as comforting as well. 
       
“Who are you?”  Jesus correctly identifies himself 
as “I AM” here and at other places in John’s 
Gospel.  He’s more than a man born to Mary, who 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified.  He 
was ALSO conceived by the Holy Spirit, came back 
from the dead after 3 days and ascended to heaven 
where he rules over everything. 
 

• With a name like “I AM,” he shows he’s a 
person who thinks.  He thinks about you.  He 
knows what your new normal is right now.   

• He feels for you.  As one who endured a great 
deal himself during his 33 years walking this 
earth, he understands the wide range of 
emotions that you’re feeling.   

• He speaks TO and FOR you.  Through his Word, 
he speaks his promises TO you, especially at 
times like this.  He also speaks FOR you, as he 
personally carries every one of your prayers 

to his Father’s throne, attaching his own 
name to each one.     

• He decides for you.  The decisions he makes are 
always according to his gracious purpose and 
for your good.  

• He acts for you.  His life lived as your substitute 
and his death died as your payment are the 
actions of one who loves you dearly. 

 
With a name like “I AM,” he identifies himself as 
someone who can be absolutely independent of 
others.  He doesn’t need us or anyone, but he 
chooses to call us his own through the water of 
Baptism.  If he’s willing to do that, you know he’ll 
take good care of what belongs to him.  He also 
moves with unlimited freedom.  Why would he 
choose to hang around with our sinful selves, when 
he could leave at any time?  Grace! 
 
With a name like “I AM,” it’s also God’s way of 
saying he’s timeless, constant and unchangeable.  
The writer to the Hebrews describes: Jesus Christ 
as the same yesterday, today and forever.  What a 
reassuring name!  The God who pledged and 
extended his mercy, love and grace to you 
yesterday ….. is the same God who promises his 
free and faithful love today ….. and he’ll never 
make us have to guess “Who are you?” tomorrow.  
He calls us his own.  He hasn’t forgotten us.  He’s 
flexing his muscles and his mercy for us every day. 
 
Tonight’s prayer, is the Bible’s answer to: “Who are 
you?” using a favorite Christmas song, that includes 
Jesus’ special “I AM” name:  
Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy  

would one day walk on water? …. would save our 
sons and daughters? 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy 
will give sight to a blind man?  …. will calm the storm 
with His hand? 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy 
is Lord of all creation? …. would one day rule the 
nations? 

Did you know that your Baby Boy is heaven's perfect 
Lamb? 
The sleeping Child you're holding … is the Great, I AM.  
Amen. 


