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It’s a familiar trip.  Each Palm Sunday the itinerary 
is the same.  Our tour starts about 2 miles from 
Jerusalem.  We leave Bethany and head toward 
Bethphage, a tiny village, about a mile up the road.  
Then, we have to go around that great big hill 
called the Mount of Olives, until finally, our eyes 
catch that first glimpse of the Holy City, Jerusalem.  
It’s walls and gates are impressive.  Next, its 
downhill into the Kidron Valley and once we’re past 
the Garden of Gethsemane, it’s a steep uphill climb 
to Mt. Zion where we enter through the city gate.  
The temple is front and center.  It’s crowded with 
people.     
 
There were actually three crowds in today’s lesson.  
So, I need to ask: “On Palm Sunday: To Which 
Crowd Do You Belong?” 
Did you come from Jerusalem?  They’re jealous of 
Jesus. 
Did you come from Galilee?  They proclaimed Jesus 
with joy. 
Did you come from Bethany?  They knew Jesus 
could raise the dead. 
 
First, let’s review the Palm Sunday account.  Then, 
we’ll try to figure out which crowd you belong to.  
Our lesson starts out: The next day, the day after 
Mary anointed Jesus with the expensive perfume - 
a great crowd that had come for the Feast heard 
that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.  Many 
from this great crowd came from way up north in 
Galilee for the annual Passover Feast.  What 
started out in the thousands had grown much 
larger by the time of the Feast. 
  
This crowd took palm branches and went out to 
meet him.  These palm branches were from date 
palms and they could grow to 70 feet tall.  People 
would often use the palm branches for roofing, 
sometimes for fencing.  Here, they would cushion 
Jesus arrival, by laying them on the road.  They 
would also wave them in celebration. 
  
Besides greeting Jesus with palm branches, they 
also greeted him with shouts of “Hosanna!”  
Literally: “Save us now!” (from Psalm 118)  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” (also from Psalm 118)  The crowd identifies 
Jesus as an ambassador sent from God. “Blessed is 
the king of Israel!”  They even call Jesus God. 
 
So, we know what the crowd from Galilee is up to – 
they’re proclaiming Jesus with joy.  What’s Jesus up 
to?  He found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is 
written: “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, 
your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”  
We heard earlier why a donkey.  A person who 
arrives on a horse intends to conquer with power.  
A person who arrives on a donkey has peaceful 
intentions.  And so, Jerusalem, the Daughter of 
Zion, had nothing to fear from Jesus, her king - just 
like the Zechariah promised over 500 years earlier. 
 
At first his disciples did not understand how all 
this tied together with the OT psalms and the 
prophets.  Only after Jesus was glorified did they 
realize that these things had been written about 
him and that these things had been done to him.  
50 days after Jesus’ resurrection, only after Jesus 
sent the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, did the 
apostles finally get it completely. 
 
That’s the Palm Sunday story.  The Apostle John 
gives us some additional details about two other 
crowds that were there that day. 
  
Now the crowd that was with him when he called 
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the 
dead continued to spread the word.  Besides the 
crowd from up north in Galilee, a crowd came from 
Lazarus’ hometown, Bethany.  They witnessed 
something spectacular just a weeks ago when Jesus 
commanded a dead Lazarus to walk out of his 
tomb.  Bethany is also where our Palm Sunday trip 
began.  
 
We have a crowd from Galilee another from 
Bethany, and one more, the Pharisees, from 
Jerusalem: who said to one another: This is getting 
us nowhere.  Look how the whole world has gone 
after him!   
Before Jesus came, the people looked up to them.  
Since Jesus came, the people looked up to him.  
That made the Pharisees very jealous.  



They could never have dreamed that in 5 days, 
Jesus would be dead, or that in a week, Jesus 
would come back from the dead.  And they could 
never have dreamed that Jesus would actually 
rescue the whole world from sin and those who 
believe in him would be saved.  
 
Three crowds were there on that first Palm Sunday.  
On this Palm Sunday, To Which Crowd Do You 
Belong?  
  
Crowd #1 was from Jerusalem - the Pharisees, who 
were jealous of Jesus.  Is this your crowd? 
  
You’d like to say: No!  But after an honest look into 
your heart, there’s no denying: Yes! This is my 
crowd.  My sinful nature is jealous of Jesus. 

• Jesus claims the right to give the orders in my 
life.  My sinful nature jealously says: No! 

• Jesus claims he’s done everything necessary for 
my salvation. My sinful nature proudly says: 
No! 

• Jesus says I have no reason to boast about 
anything in me - ever.  My sinful nature 
stubbornly says: No! 

• Jesus says he bought me with his holy precious 
blood to be his eager servant.  My sinful 
nature selfishly says: No! 

And your sinful nature says the same thing. 
  
Crowd #2 was from up north in Galilee.   They 
called out to him: Save us now! … You are God’s 
ambassador! … You are our God and King!  They 
sang their psalms to him and laid their palms 
before him.  Is this your crowd?  The one that 
proclaimed Jesus with joy? 
  
Absolutely!  By the grace of God, you belong to this 
crowd, too!  Gently, humbly, peacefully, Jesus 
Christ has entered your heart: not on the back of a 
donkey, but by his gracious gospel message.  With 
a hand full of water, Jesus washed away your 
jealousy and pride, and adopted you into his 
family.  With a bite of bread and a sip of wine he 
forgives your selfish stubborn ways, and says “I am 
yours and you are mine.”  And you shout back: 
“Hosanna to my Savior-God and King!”  
 

• Out of appreciation, we lay our own palms 
before him - the skills and abilities he’s given 
us to provide for our families, serve him and 
each other. 

• Out of gratitude, we lay our own palms before 
him - the blocks of time we cut out of our day 
and week to read his Word, talk to him in 
prayer and worship his name. 

• Out of thanksgiving, we lay our own palms 
before him - our gifts of money, the offerings 
that come from cheerful hearts, our grateful 
response for all he’s done, does and will do 
for us. 

  
We don’t just bring Jesus our palms, we also sing 
Jesus our psalms: “By lifting up our voices … and 
singing all glory, laud and honor … and making 
sweet hosannas ring.”  He deserves it.  This is the 
guy who redeemed us!  This is the God who 
elevated us to glory! 
  
Crowd #3 was from Bethany.  They saw Lazarus 
walk out of his 4-day grave, so they knew Jesus 
could raise the dead.  Is this your crowd? 
  
You’re definitely a part of this crowd, too.  With 
sober realization, you know you’re going to die and 
you also know you can’t raise yourself.  But you 
know someone who can. 
 

• He’s the one who said: Little girl, I say to you: 
Get up! 

• He’s the one who said: Young man, I say to 
you: Arise! 

• He’s the one who said: Lazarus, come out! 

• He’s the one who said of himself: Because I 
live, you also will live! 

 
We’re going to have a big celebration in that 
fellow’s honor very soon.  So, let’s get back 
together, say, next Sunday - and maybe even 
before that, and definitely many, many, many 
more times after that. 
 
Why stop there, let’s take this celebration all the 
way into the glory of heaven.  It’s great to be part 
of each of those Palm Sunday crowds! 


