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40 days after Jesus’ resurrection he returned to heaven.  As we gather 

to celebrate his Ascension, several things come to mind.  We picture 

Jesus spending every waking hour proving to believers that he was alive. 

 We picture Jesus and his disciples on the mount ready to return to the 

Father’s right hand in heaven so he could prepare a place for us.   May 

the Lord use this time in worship to help us see the comfort and the 

strength that is ours because of Jesus’ Ascension! 
 

 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP 

M: We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of trumpets. 

 

PRAYER 

M: O Jesus, our glorious and victorious King, our hearts are filled with relief and rejoicing because you 

have now ascended to heaven, after descending to earth to accomplish our salvation.  Accept our 

praise for your glorious return to the Father’s right hand.  Lead us to praise you and listen to your 
Word.  Inspire us to proclaim your name – both in worship and in lives lived for the entire world to 

see.  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN – Saints, Behold! The Sight Is Glorious”  (216 v.1,2,4) 

1) Saints, behold! The sight is glorious—See the man of sorrows now, 

From the fight returned victorious! Ev’ry knee to him shall bow. 

Crown him! Crown him! Crowns become the victor’s brow. 

 

2) Crown the Savior! Angels, crown him! Rich the trophies Jesus brings; 

On the seat of pow’r enthrone him While the vault of heaven rings. 

Crown him! Crown him! Crown the Savior King of kings! 

 

4) Hark, those bursts of acclamation! Hark, those loud, triumphant chords! 

Jesus takes the highest station; Oh, what joy beyond all words! 

Crown him! Crown him! King of kings and Lord of lords! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ was taken away from his circle of 

disciples into heavenly glory.  He now sits at the right hand of his Father.  From there he is preparing 

for the final Day of Judgment.  While we celebrate his glorious Ascension, it is good for us to prepare 

our hearts for his return by confessing our sins and leaning on his promises of forgiveness for our 

salvation. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words and action.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
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M: Our ascended Lord has completed his work of salvation for every sinner.  Jesus has taken your sins 

away.  It is my privilege to announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

SONG OF PRAISE – (“Ode to Joy”  169) 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise our ascended Lord. 

C: Let us praise the Word incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the one who makes us one. 

 

Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia!  His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.” 

 

THE ACCOUNT OF JESUS’ GREAT COMMISSION, AND A SHORT TIME LATER, GOING TO HEAVEN 

(From the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles) 

Here, at the end of Jesus’ time on earth, the disciples’ reaction 

is the same as the one the Magi had at the beginning of Jesus’ time on earth! 

The eleven disciples went to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw 

him, they worshiped him – but some doubted. 

When Jesus came near, he spoke to them.  He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

After his suffering Jesus also showed the apostles through many convincing proofs that he was alive; he 

was seen by them for 40 days and spoke with them about the kingdom of God.  When he met with them, 

he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem.  “I am sending you what my Father promised, which,” he said, 

“you have heard from me, for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.  Wait here in the city until you are armed with power from above.” 

When they came together, he took them out to a place where Bethany lay ahead of them.  They asked 

him, “Lord, are you now going to re-establish the kingdom of Israel?”  He told them, “It is not for you to 

know what times or periods the Father has set by his own authority.  But when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you, you will receive power and will testify of me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

farthest parts of the world.” 

When he said this, he raised his hands and blessed them.  While he was blessing them, and while they 

were watching him, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him away so they could no longer see him.  He was 

taken up to heaven. 

As he was going up and they were gazing into the sky, two men in white clothes were standing right 

beside them.  They asked, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky?  This Jesus, 

who was taken from you to heaven, will come back in the same way that you saw him go up to heaven.” 

And having knelt in worship of him, they went back to Jerusalem from the mountain called Olivet, which 

is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s walk away.  They went back to Jerusalem with great joy.  And they were 

always in the Temple, praising God. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  (171 v.1,4,5) 

1) A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4) “You see him now, ascending high Up to the portals of the sky.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see Returning in great majesty.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5) Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Then, throned with you forever, we Shall praise your name eternally. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

MESSAGE – Philippians 2:9-11 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   

 

He’s Been Exalted 
 

 

A LITANY OF PRAISE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  (341) 

M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power and glory and now reign 

as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.  We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan and 

hell. 

C: 1) Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity. 
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M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love for all 

the world.  Give courage to our hearts, power to our words and success to our efforts. 

C: 2) Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 

No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright. 

M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs of eternal 

life.  Defend us against Satan’s every accusation.  Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday 

lives. 

C: 3) Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the best interest of 

your Church.  As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look 

for your coming again in glory.  Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen. 

C: 4) Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above; 

Crown him the King to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall; 

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN – “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise”  (175 v,1-3,5) 

1) Hail the day that sees him rise To his throne above the skies! 

Christ, the Lamb for sinners giv’n, Reascends his native heav’n. 

 

2) There the glorious triumph waits: Lift your heads, eternal gates. 

He has conquered death and sin; Take the King of glory in! 

 

3) See, the heav’n its Lord receives, Yet he loves the earth he leaves; 

Though returning to his throne, Still he calls mankind his own. 

 

5) Still for us he intercedes; His prevailing death he pleads. 

He, the first of all our race, Near himself prepares a place. 
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