
“I Am the Good Shepherd” - Wednesday Devotion - 5/6/2020 

 
Today we are going to look at one of Jesus’ “I am” 
statements where he uses what is probably one of 
the most familiar and beloved pictures of God in 
the Bible – the Good Shepherd. In John 10:14 Jesus 
says of himself: “I am the good shepherd; I know 
my sheep and my sheep know me.” 
 
Notice that first of all Jesus refers to himself as the 
“Good” Shepherd. That implies that there are also 
“bad” shepherds. Often we don’t recognize them 
right away, but we’ve all had people or influences 
in our lives who try to lead us on a path which is 
not good for us or is not true and honest. Knowing 
that Jesus is our Good Shepherd assures us that he 
is always working for our good and leading us on 
the path to heaven. Look at your own life and see 
how your Good Shepherd has worked in your life. 
Think of those whom he used to bring you to faith 
whether it be Christian parents, your spouse, a 
Christian friend or someone else. Think of those 
whom your Good Shepherd has used to guide and 
keep you in your faith throughout your life – 
Christian teachers, pastors and others. Just as a 
shepherd is responsible for every aspect of the care 
of the sheep they are watching, Jesus our Good 
Shepherd also cares for our physical needs. I think 
of the hymn “My Shepherd will supply my need” 
which reminds us how our Good Shepherd gives us 
everything we need for soul and body. 
 
Jesus as our Good Shepherd goes on to say “I know 
my sheep”. Think for a moment of who it is that 
knows you best. You might want to immediately 
say: “Well, nobody knows me better than I know 
myself.”. But think about that for a moment – do 
you really know, realize and acknowledge every 
aspect of your being and personality? How often 
we want to downplay our flaws or foibles. Realizing 
that our Good Shepherd knows our good as well as 
our bad is meant to be a great comfort and 
reassurance for us. He knows what we struggle 
with. He knows the hurts and pains that are deep 
inside our heart which we might be afraid or 
embarrassed to share with others. He invites us to 
go to him as our shepherd and pour out our hearts 
in our prayers. What a blessing to know that even 

when we can’t put those hurts or struggles into 
words, he knows what is on our hearts as we are 
told in Romans 8:26: “The Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we should pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groans that are not expressed in words.” 
 
Lastly our Good Shepherd says of himself “My 
sheep know me”. What are the aspects of your 
Good Shepherd which you know and treasure the 
most? His love? His care? His protection? His 
provision? His comfort? His guidance? His 
forgiveness? His reassurance? 
 
Did you ever stop to think what we are talking 
about when we talk about all those attributes and 
aspects of our Good Shepherd? We are taking all 
the characteristics of our God and making them 
very personal and applicable. That is why the 
picture of Jesus as our Good Shepherd is so 
beloved, because it helps us understand and 
appreciate the love and care of our God in a very 
personal way. 
 
All of this is well summarized in the well-known 
Good Shepherd Psalm, Psalm 23. Let’s read that as 
a closing for our devotion. I am going to read the 
King James version as that is the one that is 
probably most familiar to many of us. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

 



 
Prayer: 
Dearest Jesus, my Good Shepherd – thank you for 
always being there for me to love me, care for me 
and guide me even when I didn’t realize it or want 
it! Forgive me for the times I have wandered and 
either ignored or rejected your guidance. Keep me 
close to you and assure me of your care for me 
until the end of my life. I pray this in your name. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


