
“I Am the Vine” – Wednesday Devotion – 5/13/2020 
 

About 20 miles SW of London, there’s a tourist 
attraction that, at one time, was a royal palace.  It’s 
called Hampton Court.  About 250 years ago, 
someone planted a grapevine outside that palace. 
 
That vine has been cared for and pruned ever 
since.  It’s been growing too.  The main vine is 
about 13 feet around at the base and some of its 
branches are over 120 feet long.  It still produces 
over 700 lbs. of grapes each year.  Many call it the 
world’s oldest grapevine. 
 
“Many call it” the world’s oldest grapevine, but 
that’s not true.  There is a vine that’s older.  The 
oldest vine … is Jesus. 
 
Jesus constantly talked to his disciples about the 
importance of being connected to him in faith and 
love not only while he walked and talked with 
them, but after he ascended back to his Father.  To 
illustrate his point, he spoke tonight’s “I AM” 
passage: “I am the vine; you are the branches.”  
That was from John 15. 
 
Tall wooden walls wrap around the chancel inside 
our St. Paul’s Church.  We can hang banners that 
are 10 feet long on those walls.  A favorite is a 
green banner on which is embroidered a cross, a 
grapevine and the words: I am the Vine; You are 
the Branches. 
 
Jesus is the vine.  We are the branches that grow 
from the vine.  Picture a vineyard, and the row 
after row of vines as far as the eye can see.  The 
vine is the main trunk that grows out of the 
ground.  Branches are all connected to the vine and 
travel along either a wire or a fence.  Branches 
produce the grapes.  But the branches can only 
produce grapes if they get energy and 
nourishment.  They can only get that energy and 
nourishment by staying connected to the vine. 
 
Jesus’ message is unmistakable - we need to stay 
connected to him.  Our faith only gets energy and 
nourishment if we have regular contact with Jesus.  
Our faith only produces fruit, works that are God-
pleasing and good, if we have regular time with 

Jesus.  Without Jesus our faith dries up - like a 
branch that is clipped off the vine. 
 
As always, the key element is the Word of God. 

• Through the Word, Jesus works faith. 

• Through the Word he nourishes and energizes 
us to live our faith – to produce loving and 
caring actions as fruit. 

• Through the Word he claims us as his 
followers, and we claim him as our Savior. 

• Through the Word he shapes us to walk in his 
footsteps. 

 
Jesus makes us his disciples through his words, and 
we show ourselves to be his disciples through our 
works - the fruit we produce to give God glory and 
help others. 
 
The Word brings us together with Jesus and keeps 
us connected to him like a vine and branches.  
Everyone who is connected to Jesus in faith will do 
what a grapevine does - produce fruit. 
 
We’re currently in “safer-at-home” mode.  And, we 
also make sure we do our “social distancing” thing.  
In this kind of setting, what kind of fruit could we, 
as branches, produce to show love?  Let’s turn off 
the TV and the computer long enough to 
communicate. 

• Do you have a phone?  Give someone a call, or 
send them an encouraging text!  Don’t have 
their number in your contacts?  Get out your 
church directory, or access it online on our 
stpaulscudahy website. 

• Ask them how they’re doing.  Ask them if they 
need anything, or an errand run. 

• Pray for them over the phone or in the privacy 
of your home.  Pray for them by name. 

• Do you have paper, envelopes and stamps?  
Write a note.  Send it. 

Do what branches do - produce fruit (loving 
actions) because we’re attached to the vine, Jesus. 
 

With Jesus the vine and his disciples the branches, 
he was showing them that to carry out the task he 
was leaving for them, they would have to continue 



to trust in him and follow the teachings he had 
given them over the past 3 years.  Jesus was 
concerned about this because he knows human 
nature is “out of sight, out of mind.” 
 
That’s the way we are.  A best friend moves away 
and the gap begins to grow.  When they were in 
our life every day, we thought about them, we 
called them, and did things with them.  But once 
separated by distance, that connection usually gets 
strained, if not broken.  We just don’t think about 
them as often. 
 
When parents send their kids off to college, or 
when kids leave home to follow a dream or a 
career, what do parents tell them?  We’re proud of 
you.  Remember the things we taught you.  Keep in 
contact with your Lord and your Bible.  Stay in 
touch with your family. 
 
Jesus does the same thing here.  He tells his 
disciples, who are connected to him that he’s 
proud of them.  That they need to remember the 
things he taught them over the past 3 years.  Since 
he won’t be around every day anymore, they need 
to stay connected to God’s Word and their faith 
family. 
 
What does it mean to stay connected to Jesus?  To 
get the real feel of this, let’s imagine we’re doing 
an interview with the Apostle Peter.  He actually 
heard Jesus say: “I am the vine, you are the 
branches.”  So, Peter, what does it mean to you to 
stay connected to Jesus? 
 
“Well, let me say this right off the bat, it means 
much more than I first thought.  When Jesus spoke 
those words to me and the others in the Upper 
Room, I thought I was as close to Jesus as I needed 
to be. 
 
I had been with him for 3 years.  I sat through his 
sermons, listened to his instruction and watched 
him heal people.  I depended on him for food and 
shelter.  So when he said: “I am the vine, you are 
the branches … and branches need to stay 
connected to the vine,” I thought … sure.” 
 

“But that night in the courtyard of Caiaphas, I 
denied Jesus 3 times.  I didn’t want anyone to know 
I was his disciple.  I was uncomfortable and afraid.  
I had overestimated my own strength.” 
 
“I felt terrible.  Could Jesus even look at me again?  
After he rose from the dead, he forgave me and 
assured me he hadn’t given up on me.  It was then 
that Jesus’ picture of the vine and branches took on 
a whole new meaning for me.  Jesus stayed 
connected to me, even when I hadn’t stuck by him.” 
 
“It also meant relying on him for absolutely 
everything in life.  I thought that I could do things 
by myself.  By I realized I couldn’t do anything on 
my own, except mess things up.  It meant praying 
to him for strength to resist daily temptations.  It 
meant letting his Word talk to my heart, not just 
my brain.  It meant, I could face anything in life, 
and by the end of my life I had finally figured out 
who was most important.  My Savior Jesus, was my 
greatest treasure, the vine who stayed connected 
to me, the branch.” 
 
There you have it.  An open and honest interview 
with someone who really knew what it meant to 
have a connection with Jesus.  Sounds a lot like you 
and me, doesn’t it?  If it does, then you and I also 
know the comfort of today’s words from Jesus: “I 
am the Vine, you are the branches!” 
 
Prayer: Hymn 342 
A vineyard grows with promise green, 

The planting of the Lord himself. 
We are his branches, chosen, dear, 

We are the objects of his care. 
From him we draw the juice of life, 

With fruit from which true joys derive. 
Vine, keep what I was meant to be: 

Your branch, with your rich life in me. 


