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Have you ever found yourself fighting for your life in the middle of a 

cold ocean during a storm?  Thankfully, being shipwrecked is not on 
our list of life experiences.  But the same can’t be said for the Apostle 

Paul.  As Paul, the prisoner, was being escorted onto a ship in today’s 

lesson, he had already been shipwrecked three times in his life.  Let 

Paul’s reaction in the face of this storm be a teachable moment for the 

storms we face in our own lives.  We’ve all faced storms.  We’re facing 

one now.  We’ll certainly face more. 

 

 

HYMN – “Almighty Father, Strong to Save”  (517) 

1) Almighty Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

Who bids the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep: 

Oh, hear our earnest, humble plea 

For those in peril on the sea. 

 

2) O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain 

O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low; 

Wherever, Lord, your people go, 

Protect them by your guarding hand 

From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 

3) O Spirit, whom the Father sent 

To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by your might 

Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

And keep them by your watchful care 

From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 
4) O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Your people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

Protect them all where’er they go; 

Thus evermore to you shall be 

Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION 

M: O Lord, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. 

You comfort and help us day by day.  We trust your loving care. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, hear my confession, listen to my cry for mercy, and in 

your faithfulness, come to my rescue.  Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  I have 

sinned against you in more ways than I even know.  My sins trouble me and I am deeply 

sorry for them.  Because of the promise of my Savior Jesus, I humbly ask for your 

forgiveness of all my sins. 

M O Lord, our God, we called to you for help, and you answered us.  Through our Savior Jesus you have 

rescued us from the guilt of our sin and forgiven all of our sins.  Help us now fight temptation and 

serve you and those around us in loving and caring ways.  We are at peace with God.  Amen. 

 

TODAY’S LESSON – Acts 27:33-44 

Paul is shipwrecked as he sails for Rome to appeal his case before the highest court in the empire – Caesar.  

He’s accused of being a troublemaker and causing riots among the Jews by teaching about Jesus Christ. 

Here’s an overview of Acts 27:1-32: 

• Paul is one of a number of prisoners on a ship headed for Italy. 

• Sailing had become dangerous because the shipping season was past. 

• A storm with hurricane-force winds made it impossible to steer the ship.  Ropes were wrapped under 

the ship to hold it together.  Because they were afraid they would run aground, they lowered the sea 

anchor.  As they threw the cargo overboard, they gave up any hope of being saved. 

• Paul spoke to the sailors to keep up their courage, assuring them that while the ship will be destroyed, 

not one of you will be lost – an angel of the Lord had given him that information. 

• For 14 days, this storm drove their ship across the Adriatic Sea, until they tried to run the ship 

aground.  Afraid they’d crash on the rocks, they dropped four anchors and prayed for daylight. 

Just before the sun came up, we pick up the Bible’s account at v.33 …. Paul again speaks up: “For the last 

14 days, you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven’t eaten anything.  

Now I urge you to take some food.  You need it to survive.  Not one of you will lose a single hair from his 

head.”  After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke 

it and began to eat.  They were all encouraged and ate some food.  Altogether there were 276 of us on 

board.  When they had eaten as much as they wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into 

the sea. 

When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they 

decided to run the ship aground if they could.  Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at 

the same time untied the ropes that held the rudders.  Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made 

for the beach.  But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground.  The bow stuck fast and would not move, 

and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 

The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping.  But 

the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life and kept them from carrying out their plan.  He ordered those 

who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land.  The rest were to get there on planks or on other 

pieces of the ship.  In this way everyone reached land safely. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – “When Peace Like a River” (760)  

1) When peace like a river attendeth my way,  

When sorrows like sea billows roll—  

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Chorus: It is well (It is well) with my soul (with my soul). 

  It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2) My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought—  

My sin, not in part, but the whole,  

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more:  

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!      Chorus 

 

3) And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,  

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;  

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend;  

Even so, it is well with my soul.     Chorus 

 

TODAY’S MESSAGE 

 
 

When Storms Hit, Use Your Anchors 
 

 

HYMN – “Jesus Lover of My Soul” (TLH 345)  

1) Jesus, lover of my soul, Let me to thy bosom fly 

While the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, Till the storm of life is past; 

Safe into the haven guide. Oh, receive my soul at last! 

 

4) Thou, O Christ, art all I want; More than all in thee I find. 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name; I am all unrighteousness. 

False and full of sin I am; Thou art full of truth and grace. 

 

5) Plenteous grace with thee is found, Grace to cover all my sin. 

Let the healing streams abound; Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art; Freely let me take of thee; 

Spring thou up within my heart, Rise to all eternity. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SONG / SOLO – “All Is Well” 

1) The sun beams on behind the clouds 

And in the dark still grace abounds 

All is well because of God’s great love 

The road of disappointment runs 

Where unseen mercies wait for us 

And all is well because of God’s great love 

 

Chorus: How brightly shines the love of the Father 

In our Savior, Jesus Christ 

With faithful hands He fulfills every promise 

He will never leave our side 

 

 

 

2) He feels our weakness, knows our need 

And for our good He intercedes 

All is well because of God’s great love 

Through every failure, every fear 

The Lord of comfort draws us near 

And all is well because of God’s great love     Chorus 

 

3) His coming soon will fill the sky 

And all that’s wrong will be made right 

With newborn eyes we will behold 

The glory of the risen Lord 

All will be well because of God’s great love 

Yes, all is well because of God’s great love     Chorus 


