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Four times a year, we shorten our weekend worship services for a 25-minute Ministry 

Update.  We are going on 8 weeks (March 15-May 10) since we last gathered for worship 

services in God’s House.  Here’s our St. Paul’s Ministry Update. 

Safer-at-Home Visits:  Since our “safer-at-home” time started, Pastor Marshall has set as a personal 

goal to try to contact every member either by e-mail, phone call, text or in person (if they happen to 

stop in to the church office).  Each week he’s been using afternoons for these contacts.  It has been 

extremely rewarding and a blessing for him – and God’s people have been appreciative of the contact. 

God’s Word Online:  We are offering 2 opportunities to connect with God’s Word on a weekly 

basis.  1) The 6:30 pm Wednesday devotions with Pastor Marshall or Pastor Gaertner.  2)  The 9:30 

am Sunday worship service.  A special thanks to Our Technology Team of Megan Hedstrom and Dan 

& Melissa Tomczyk for making Sunday worship not only possible, but such a high-quality and 

wonderful blessing.  A special thanks also goes out to those responsible for our worship music, all the 

singers who each week supply the gift of music and our piano player, Sandy Marshall.  In case you miss 

the weekly devotion or worship service you can always go to our website: stpaulscudahy.com.  

They are all available to be watched at anytime. 

Weekly Sermons / Devotions:  Each Monday morning, a copy of the past week’s Wednesday 

Devotion and Sunday Sermon are sent out either by e-mail or the US mail (if we don’t have an e-mail 

address).  In this way, everyone in our St. Paul’s Family has a weekly connection with their Lord in 

their home. 

St. Paul’s School & Teachers:  During Lent, Brad Nommensen, our Teacher in Grades 5+6 

accepted a call to teach at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Fort Atkinson, WI next school year.  His wife, 

Dyann Nommensen is our Teacher in K5.  That means that we were in need of replacing two 

teachers in Grades 5+6 and K5.   As we began the calling process in March, to say that the Lord 

blessed us, would be an understatement.  St. Paul’s called William Roepke Jr. to teach Grades 5+6.  

William accepted the call.  A former student at St. Paul’s School will be returning to be a teacher at St. 

Paul’s School.  Our congregation and his parents, William Sr. and Rebecca, are so thankful to the 

Lord.  The Roepke’s will be moving into our Cudahy Avenue home.  Once the Nommensen’s move 

out, we’ll gather a group to paint and do the usual upkeep when one family moves out and another 

moves in.  In addition, there was even more good news in April.  Kathryn Freudenwald also 

accepted our call to teach K5.  She lives in Caledonia, and has been driving to the northwest side of 

Milwaukee where she taught for over 10 years.  Her commute to Cudahy will be much shorter.  

Kathy has a twin sister who is also a K5 Teacher.  She’s at Trinity Lutheran School in Caledonia.  We 

are so grateful for our God’s goodness.  Our current teaching staff has been busy each week 

preparing homework and classwork packets for each of the children in their classroom.  Education is 

much more challenging when the teacher and students can’t share the same room.  Many parents have 

expressed their appreciation for their children’s teachers as the role of parent took on the additional 

role of teacher at home.  Parents have pick-up and drop off times for their children’s work. 
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St. Paul’s School & Teachers:  continued from p. 2 …. The Faculty and School Board are currently 

making plans for the final drop of assignment packets, along with the text books that the students have 

been using at home.  At that time, parents will also be able to gather their children’s supplies and other 

items from the classroom and take home for the summer.  Even when so much is still uncertain, the 

Faculty and School Board, are going to begin the process of preparing for a new school year and what 

that might look like.  Please keep all of our teachers in your prayers during these final weeks of the 

school year. 

The Confirmation Class of 2020:  The month of May has traditionally been Confirmation time at St. 

Paul’s.  In fact, Last Sunday, May 3 was scheduled to be Confirmation Sunday for this year’s class of 

Analiyah Campos, Derek Furmanek, Skylar Karr, Connor O’Donnell, Wesley Rapant and 

Wyatt Winkler.  Their instruction continued at home, and plans are being made for a Public 

Examination and Confirmation Sunday when/if the restrictions for gatherings in church are loosened — 

possibly sometime in July or August.  Like you, they are also eager to come to God’s House and 

participate in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. 

A Much Needed Paint Job:  During the 7+ weeks we have been shut down, there have been a 

number of volunteers (with proper social distancing) who have been painting the Fellowship Hall walls, 

the stairway walls by the northeast doors all the way from the basement to the balcony.  Thank you to 

those who have put in the time to make it look like new when we can return and gather again. 

Two Ongoing Church Projects:  1) We were working with a contractor to replace the 20-year 

lighting in the church when things got shut down.  We are still working with him to get this project 

done during the month of May, since we only use the church for 2 hours a week — recording our 

Sunday online worship.  2)  The Video / Sound Project is still on schedule for October / November.  

Our contractor is working with us so we can get some electrical and cables run during May, as well. 

Financial Picture:  Churches may apply for a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan from the 

government.  We have applied for this loan to help cover payroll, health insurance and utility costs 

during the shut-down. As you can see from the numbers below, while our ministry is still being 

faithfully supported, and we are grateful to the Lord for that, there has been a noticeable drop in 

weekly offerings as the weeks have passed.  The gap between our expenses and income widens.   The 

weekly amount we have received through Electronic Giving has doubled over the past 7 weeks.  

More members are using this giving tool for their offerings.      

Expenses: $53,588.00  /  Income: $47,809.00 

Even without our regular weekend worship in 

God’s House, God’s people are still support-

ing our ministry by mailing, dropping off or 

electronically sending their gifts close to level 

we had been receiving.  Thank You! 

Expenses: $58,029.00  /  Income: $46,553.00 

Many used their Holy Week offering envelopes 

in addition to their regular envelopes.  Some 

indicated they used their Stimulus Check as an 

additional offering.  We are so grateful to the 

Lord for his continued care and blessings on 

our church and school. 
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In April, Time of Grace Ministries had a series of 

10 devotions as part of their daily e-devotions 

called Grace Moments.  They identified 10 Blessings 

that God has taught us as a result of the 

Coronavirus pandemic.  To express the truth that 

Christ is always greater than Corona, they chose 

the equation “Christ > Corona” as a title.  Here 

are the 10 Blessings along with a brief explanation. 

Blessing #1 — Teaching Us Our Morality 

Admit how quickly your life might end.  Then 

remember that through Jesus your life with God will 

never end. 

Blessing #2 — Teaching Us Humility 

Put your hope in Jesus, because money, beauty and 

status can’t save your life, nor can it save your soul.  

Blessing #3 — Teaching Us Family Discipleship 

Busy schedules and activities have been cancelled.  

Life has slowed down dramatically and forced dads 

and moms to step up and think about the eternal 

futures of their precious kids, and pass on the baton 

of faith to the next generation.  

Blessing #4 — Teaching Us Gratitude 

These times have opened our eyes to see the 

sacrifices that had often gone unnoticed.  Gratitude 

for teachers who get all their students’ attention at 

the same time … for doctors and nurses who spend 

their day working with the sick, while putting their 

own health at risk … for grocery store employees 

who work extra hours to keep the shelves stocked. 

Blessing #5 — Teaching Us to See People 

Safer-at-Home and self isolation has made us stop all 

the running around and now we think about the 

people we saw every day, but don’t get to anymore.  

Look around and see people, think about them and 

pray for them.  

Blessing #6 — Teaching Us Generosity 

We confess the good news that God “gave” his one 

and only Son.  It’s the same Son who “gave” his one 

and only life for our sins.  What if we accompanied 

our faith in our generous Lord with a generous gift 

in our communities.  Would people listen to the 

message we preach?  

Blessing #7 — Teaching Us to Love Church 

We miss being in church as a family with our church 

family.  Church is where we hear God’s Word and 

sing God’s praise with our “families.”  Anticipate 

gathering again (however that may look), and to love 

and appreciate church more than ever. 

Blessing #8 — Teaching Us Gospel Theology 

Our social distancing makes us marvel at the selfless 

love of Jesus.  He didn’t keep his distance from us.  

He came to live with us and for us. 

Blessing #9 — Teaching Us What’s Temporary 

Things on this earth are temporary.  How wonderful 

it is to have God’s Word that endure forever.  As 

we read our Bibles, recall how nothing can stop 

Jesus’ promises from coming true. 

Blessing #10 — Teaching Us Who’s Eternal  

Could you get sick?  Could this drag on for a long 

time?  Could life be significantly different when/if the 

virus is cured?  It could and probably will be.  

Remember GOD!  Even in a worst-case scenario, 

GOD will still be with you.  That’s the promise that 

Jesus’ death and resurrection supplies for you today, 

tomorrow and forever. 

Christ > Corona 

Grace Moments are daily devotions from Time of 

Grace. These Bible-based messages cover a wide 

variety of topics.  Subscribe to timeofgrace.org so 

you can have these devotions delivered to your 

inbox each morning.  To read the complete devo-

tion for each of the 10 Blessings go to 

timeofgrace.org. 

Watch Time of Grace at 10:30 am 

Sundays on CBS - WDJT 58. 


