
Ascension 2020 – Philippians 2:9-11 – “He Has Been Exalted” 
 

Whenever there is a leadership change at the 
national, state or local level, Americans typically 
look for the new president, governor or mayor to 
back up their campaign promises and make 
changes.  We want and actually expect changes. 
 
But today, as we celebrate the anniversary of the 
coronation of the leader of the universe, there are 
things our lives that don’t change, that won’t 
change.  Jesus was exalted as King of kings, 1,987 
years ago.  And since his rule is the same yesterday, 
today and forever, we don’t have to worry about a 
change in ruler or his ruling ways.  That my friends, 
provides us with a sense of security each day of our 
lives.  
 
Unfortunately, the Ascension of Jesus is 
overlooked.  Jesus’ birth death and resurrection are 
celebrated and remembered.  Jesus’ exaltation into 
glory – not so much.  That’s why we need to 
celebrate the crowning of our Savior as King. 
 
Using our Philippians’ lesson, let’s make sure we 
always remember this about Jesus, “HE’S BEEN 
EXALTED!”  What that means for us …  

1) Jesus’ name is above every name, and 

2) Everyone will acknowledge and confess 
Jesus as Lord.  

 
(1) 

Do you know the name of the 15th president of the 
United States?  Who was ruling Great Britain in 
1773?  Most of us aren’t so great when it comes to 
remember names.  It’s James Buchanon and King 
George III.  But when you mention the name Jesus - 
everyone has heard of him: Therefore, God exalted 
him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name. 
 
Everyone remembers Jesus' name.  We may have 
forgotten the names of past presidents and kings, 
but Jesus' name lives on. 
 
Jesus Christ announced to the world: “from heaven 
above to earth to I earth I come” for the expressed 
purpose of being our PROPHET, PRIEST and KING.  

He carried each of those duties while he was here, 
but he didn’t stop there.  He’s still carrying out 
those duties at this very moment as our exalted 
Lord.  How does that impact you? 
 
In the OT, a PROPHET had the privilege and duty to 
proclaim God’s Word to God's people.  He would 
foretell future events revealed to him by God 
either in a dream or a vision.  And he would also 
forthtell.  He’s the one who opened the scroll in 
worship and read God’s Word to God’s people. 
 
The Word is the name John gave Jesus in the 
opening verses of his Gospel – In the beginning 
was the Word and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God.  The Word is an appropriate 
name for THE PROPHET, whose duty it was to 
proclaimed the truth of God to the people of his 
day.  Once he ascended back to heaven, he didn’t 
stop proclaiming the Word of God.  Listen to what 
he told his disciples then and us, his disciple now, 
on the day of his Ascension, “All authority in 
heaven and earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.” 
 
Jesus made his followers his witnesses who would 
teach and preach and proclaim his Word.  God has 
given us pastors and teachers to publicly proclaim 
his Word.  But he’s given each of us the duty of 
sharing his Word – starting with our family and 
moving on to others. 
 
As PROPHET “He’s Been Exalted,” but he’s still 
seeing to it that God's Word is being preached, 
proclaimed and taught almost 2,000 years after 
being crowned Lord of all. 
 
Another office that Jesus was anointed to at his 
baptism was PRIEST.  In the OT, the Priest offered 
sacrifices for the sins of the people and would also 
intercede for the people before the throne of God.  
He was the mediator – the go-between a sinless 
God and a sinful people. 
 



As our PRIEST while on earth Jesus gave the best 
sacrifice – the Lamb of God offered himself.  As the 
Lamb of God he also offered the last sacrifice.  It is 
finished, over and done with.  No more were 
necessary.  Jesus paid it all to God for our sins. 
 
As PRIEST, “He’s Been Exalted,” but he’s still 
interceding for you, each day before God's throne, 
with each of your prayers.  In fact, his work of 
PRIEST also calls for him to serve as our Defense 
Attorney.  John wrote: If anybody does sin; we 
have someone who speaks to the Father in our 
defense - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
 
Isn't it reassuring that your PRIEST is daily pleading 
your case before the Judge and winning this 
stunning verdict for you: “Not guilty?” 
 
Jesus was appointed to one more office - KING.  In 
the OT, kings fought for the people, protected the 
people and ruled over the people.  As our KING, 
Jesus fought on the battlefield of the cross and he 
crushed our enemies of sin, death and Satan.  
Easter’s is proof of his sweet victory.  Yes, our 
enemies are still alive and active, but they’ve lost 
their control over us as he protects us.  Our KING 
has extended his rule over them for us. 
 
As KING, “He’s Been Exalted,” but he still controls 
the events of this world and causes them to work 
for the good of his Church.  He’s causing all things 
that happen in your life and mine, both big and 
small, to somehow, in some way work for our 
eternal good. 
 
Jesus rules as KING of heaven and earth as he 
prepares to return one day in judgment.  Jesus also 
rules as KING of your heart.  He rules with his Word 
in the hearts of all who confess him as their Savior.  
He does that through his Holy Spirit using the 
Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  
 

(2) 
Can what we’ve just said about Jesus be true of 
anyone else who’s ever ruled on this earth?  
Absolutely not!  That’s why Jesus’ name is above 
every name, and why Paul builds on that thought: 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
“He’s Been Exalted” as CEO of the universe.  But 
does every knee bow and every tongue confess 
he’s the Lord?  Do your knees and your tongue? 

• Ever rejected Jesus in front of others? 

• Ever thrown Jesus’ name into a sentence that 
wasn’t a prayer or praise to God, but called 
him down in judgment on someone? 

• Ever considered the Bible, which explains Jesus’ 
name and his purpose, as not worth your 
time or undivided attention? 

• Ever lived as if Jesus was powerless to help? 

• Ever wanted Jesus, but only at certain times 
and in certain situations? 

 
Despite how you and I might have treated Jesus’ 
name doesn’t change the fact that he’s ruling all 
things.  Nor does it change the fact that the day will 
come when every knee and every tongue 
everywhere (in heaven, on earth and under 

the earth) will acknowledge: “Jesus Rules!  That 
will literally happen on Judgment Day when 
believers will be thrilled to confess Jesus as KING, 
while the damned and the demons will be anything 
but thrilled, because they’ll have to fess up to what 
they’ve tried to deny all along - Jesus is KING. 
 
Yes, “He’s Been Exalted,” but the King of kings 
hasn’t changed.  He’s still ruling for the benefit of 
believers, his Church.  His Church can’t be 
destroyed because his Word can’t be destroyed.  
The presence of his Church in this world, your 
presence in this world proclaims Jesus’ name loud 
and clear whether people want to hear it, or not! 
 


