
“I Am the Gate” – Wednesday Devotion – 6/3/2020 

As we continue to look at the “I Am” statements of 

Jesus, Jesus picks up on one of the statements we 

considered a few weeks ago where Jesus told us 

that he is the Good Shepherd. In the “I Am” 

statement we are looking at this evening from John 

10:7 he says “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for 

the sheep.”. 

We need to understand that in the time that Jesus 

lived, sheep were housed in pens with high walls 

and a single narrow opening. It is nothing like we 

see or would imagine today where there is a wire 

fence held up by stakes and you can easily see 

through and even jump over that fence. Jesus 

compares himself to the gate which went across 

that single narrow opening to the sheep pen. 

If you think about it, a gate really has 2 purposes – 

access and protection. If you have a fence around 

your yard, you likely have a gate. That gate serves 

both to give access to you and those you want to 

let in, but at the same time it serves to help keep 

out anyone or anything that you don’t want to 

come in. 

Note first of all that Jesus describes himself not as a 

gate, but as “the gate”. Jesus’ primary reason for 

referring to himself in that way is to remind us that 

he is the one and only way to for sheep to get into 

the sheep pen and by that Jesus means having faith 

in him as a believer. Think of what we were 

reminded of last week in that triple “I am” 

statement of Jesus – “I am the way, the truth and 

the life. Jesus is underscoring that faith in him is 

the only way to get into heaven. As Christians we 

know that, but our human nature needs to be 

reminded of that all the time. Deep inside each of 

us is that little Pharisee which has the thought and 

desire that I can or have to earn and gain things on 

my own. We also needed to be reminded of this 

because of what we are flooded with in the world 

around us – there are many roads, but they all lead 

to heaven. Human reason wants to think and 

believe that way, but our “I am” statement for this 

evening is another reminder that Jesus is the only 

way to heaven. Jesus wants to open that gate to as 

many people as possible, but it is only opened for 

those who have faith in him as their Savior. 

Let’s now talk about that second use for a gate – 

protection. As the gate, Jesus also wants to protect 

us from everything which would harm us in body 

and soul. Primarily in this context, Jesus is assuring 

us that he aims to protect us from anyone and 

anything which would try to grab us and our souls 

away from him. Think of how we often speak of 

those enemies of our soul in terms of the devil, the 

world and our sinful nature. 

We all know how the devil works to attack us all 

the time and try to rob us of our faith and the 

peace and confidence which we have in Jesus. To 

those who trust in him, Jesus gives protection from 

the sneaky spiritual attacks of the devil through the 

power of his Word and by his almighty power. As 

the gate, Jesus works to keep the devil away from 

his children. Let’s make use of that gate and not 

put ourselves in the way of the devil and the harm 

he seeks to bring us. 

As the gate, Jesus also protects us from the attacks 

of the world. Have you ever wanted to have a place 

to flee from the trouble, violence and evil of the 

world we live in? You have one in your Savior and 

his Word – run to him and let him shut the gate 

behind to you protect your soul and keep it safe. 

One of the enemies which we often don’t think 

about or probably better said, don’t like to think 

about, is our own sinful self. We want others to 

think and we like to think of ourselves as “good 

people”. We try to ignore what we know about 

ourselves like the Apostle Paul says: “I know that 

nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful 

nature.” (Romans 7:18). What a blessing to have a 

Savior who, as we discussed several weeks ago, 

knows us better than we know ourselves and puts 



up that gate to protect us from ourselves when we 

seek to go astray. 

 

Jesus uses many other pictures of himself 

elsewhere in the Bible to describe the physical 

protection he provides for us. As “the gate” he 

opens his arms and welcomes us into his kingdom 

and then closes that gate to keep out all who 

would seek to bring harm to us and our souls. 

Praise our Savior who opened that gate and 

brought us to faith in him and seeks to keep us in 

our faith until one day he opens for us the gates of 

heaven where we will live with him forever. 

Prayer: 

Dearest Jesus, thank you that you have opened the 

gate to faith and heaven for me and have made me 

one of your sheep! Please help me to remember 

that you are the gate and to turn to you for 

protection in my faith and confidence of your care 

for me as your dearly loved child. When I doubt or 

stray draw me close to you and keep me in that 

faith which you have given me until one day you 

open for me the gates of eternal joy and blessings 

in heaven.  Amen. 


