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You Are God’s Treasured Possession! 

You are God’s treasured possession!  That’s a fact!  God repeats that over and over again in 

Scripture!  So now, how can I show God how much I treasure Him? 

One of the ways is by the offerings God’s people bring.  These offerings enable us to carry on 

the ministry of sharing Jesus with others – to build up the faith of those who know Him (nurture) 

and to introduce Him to those who don’t (outreach). 

That’s where the Ministry Plan Budget for St. Paul’s comes into the picture.  Inserted in your 

Newsletter is the Proposed Ministry Plan Budget for St. Paul’s Church and School for the next 12 

months.  As you prayerfully look it over, consider how your Lord has blessed you.  Show how 

much you treasure your Lord in your support of His work in our ministry. 

Give joyfully ….. Give generously ….. Give according to your income.  God is pleased with all 

gifts cheerfully given, and he wants you to know that your gift will fulfill His purpose.   

Some might think that one person’s or one family’s offering doesn’t make much difference.  But, 

as Jesus proved when he fed 5,000+ with a few fish and some loaves, God can make a little go a 

long way. 

The Voters’ Meeting when this Proposed Budget will be discussed is Sunday, June 28 at 11am. 
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Council Meeting Update 

In attendance on May 31: Mike Fairbanks, Dave Hintz, Rich Winkler, Ruben Villa, Bob Carr,  

Rory Vircks, Don Kolander, Pastor Marshall.  Pastor opened with a prayer. 

• We hadn’t had a face-to-face meeting since March 1.  We had been communicating by e-mail during 

the shut-down by e-mail.  There was very little to report from our ministry boards. 

• MMS&P to accept minutes from last meeting. 

School Report 

• MMS&P to accept the School Board’s “5-year Plan” for school.  (It’s needed for Accreditation.) 

• Our Teaching positions are filled.  Will Roepke (5-6) and Kathryn Freudenwald (K5) will be joining us 

this summer and beginning their work on July 1.  Will and his family will be moving into the 

teacherage on Cudahy Avenue next to the church.  Kathryn has her own home in Caledonia.  We 

look forward to having them as part of our school faculty. 

• The faculty will be working to implement the new synod Ministerial Growth and Evaluation Process 

starting with the 20-21 school year. The program outlines a 3-year plan for teachers to improve their 

classroom instruction and strengthen their spiritual life. 

• The School Website is in the process of being updated.  The new look will be more friendly for use 

with cell phones and tablets. 

• Constitution Bylaw change to include “Early Childhood Ministry” in the wording. 

• The Nommensen’s will be moving out of the teacherage toward the end of June.  At that time we‘ll 

spend some time freshening up (clean, paint, etc) the house before the Roepke family moves in. 

Church Reopening for Public Gatherings  

• A “Reopening Team” of Joel Gaertner, Jim Nygaard, Tammy Nygaard, Jake Nygaard and Pastor 

Marshall were able to look over government guidelines and information we were able to get from 4 

other WELS churches that began to gather for public worship.  From that, a proposed set of 

guidelines for St. Paul’s to again gather for worship was drawn up and presented to Council.  

• MMS&P to thank the “Reopening Team” for all their hard work. 

• MMS&P to follow the proposed guidelines and send the letter to the congregation and begin to once 

again gather for worship.  We asked for the Lord’s blessings on our decision. 

The Proposed 2020-2021 Ministry Plan Budget for St. Paul’s was discussed. 

• MMS&P to accept the Proposed Budget, after gathering some additional numbers, it will be mailed 

out to the congregation before the end of June. 

• The Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 28 at 11:00 am to vote on it.  

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer, respectfully submitted, Dave Hintz 

Expenses: $47,655.79  /  Income: $75,606.63 

• Our weekly offerings haven’t been at their “normal” amount during the shut-down, but God’s people 

have been doing a terrific job of maintaining ministry needs, even without public worship.  We thank 

the Lord that he has led his people to continue their support for the ministry done at St. Paul’s. 

• The fourth and final Choice Check for $36,207.00 arrived in May.  (Notice income amount above) 

• $8,000.00, which was borrowed from savings was paid back June 3. 

• A check for $73,085.00 from the Gov’t Cares Act (Paycheck Protection Program) was received in 

June.  That’s the amount to cover 2-and-half-months of payroll, health insurance, pension for our 

entire staff.  Another prayer of thanks went up to the Lord.  We also thank Sandy Fairbanks for the 

hours and hours of time she gave to fill-out all the forms necessary to ultimately receive our check! 
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS / JUNE 2020 

 

Welcome and Farewell 

Both of our two new teachers, Will Roepke (Grades 5-6) and Kathryn 

Freudenwald (K5), have had an opportunity to stop in at school and meet some 

of the other staff members. We are excited that they will be a part of our 

ministry team next year and we look forward to utilizing their gifts in the 

ministry of our school. The Nommensen’s (Brad & Dyann) have found a house in 

Fort Atkinson and will leaving us in June to begin a new chapter in their life and ministry. Mr. 

Nommensen will be teaching upper grades and serving as AD at St. Paul’s in Fort Atkinson. Mrs. 

Nommensen will be teaching 3rd grade at Holy Cross Lutheran School in Madison. We thank the 

Nommensen’s for all of the things that they did in support of both the church and school ministries at 

St. Paul’s and we wish them God’s richest blessings in all they do. 

 

Accreditation Update 

Work in preparation for our accreditation site visit continues. A visitation team will be here in 

early October to observe our students, teachers, and the education that takes place. We are 

thankful to the many people that have helped in some way with the overall process.  

 

Five Year Plan 

As part of the accreditation process, schools are asked to develop a five 

year plan to help ensure that the educational product is being strengthened 

year to year. A complete copy of the five year plan will be available at the 

voters’ meeting in June. Some of the highlights from the plan include the 

following: 

Integrating more technology into instruction including individual devices for students. 

Completion of a dedicated STEM Lab ($5,000 from the Antioch Foundation was received to help 

with the costs of the new lab). 

Implementation of the synod’s new Ministerial Growth & Development Plan. This plan provides a 

detailed process for each teacher to continue to grow both instructionally and spiritually during 

their ministry. 

 

COVID-19 

The last quarter of the school year was one to remember because of the ramifications of COVID-19.  

The school board, faculty, and others connected with the operation of our school have already begun 

the discussion as to what school is going to look like in the fall. At this time, every school in Wisconsin  

is waiting for the Department of Education (DPI) to complete their plan for schools. The DPI will set 

the parameters for schools and the education they offer. How will we create a safe learning 

environment? What social distancing guidelines will need to be put in place? What happens if a teacher 

or student tests positive for COVID-19? Are schools allowed to have afterschool activities and events? 

There are indeed many questions that will need to be answered before classes 

resume. The faculty and school board will continue to look at the issues as they 

present themselves with the hope of having face to face instruction starting in 

late August. In the end, we trust that our gracious Heavenly Father will use all of 

the events of the last few months and the months ahead for the good of our 

students, families, and ministry. May God continue to bless all of the efforts at St. 

Paul’s as we share Jesus with those around us! 
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When a group of married guys is sitting 

around on the deck or at a bar, occasionally 

one of them will say something like, “I married 

above myself.”  Heads will nod, and somebody 

will chime in, “We all did.” That doesn’t mean 

that we say it or show it to our wives very 

often, but deep inside we know.  We know. 

We know that our wives tune us up to be 

better family members, better employees, 

better dads, better men.  We have learned 

better manners, social graces, and the priceless 

art of thinking ahead as to 

how our words and 

actions will affect other 

people.  We learn to listen 

a little bit first before 

plunging ahead into things.  

We get insights into how 

the other 50% of the 

human race thinks. 

We get a life partner 

who can help interpret 

what happened at the 

office party or family 

gathering.  We get a steady friend who will tell 

us the truth when we need to hear it, whether 

we like it or not.  We get someone who will 

tend us when we’ve been bruised, clap and 

cheer for us even when nobody else is, and 

eagerly join us in life’s adventures. 

Men did not invent gender, sexuality, or 

marriage; God did.  It might also surprise us to 

find out someday how much God had to get 

involved to connect us with our wives. “He 

who finds a wife finds what is good and 

receives favor from the LORD” (Proverbs 

18:22). 

 

 

Heavenly Father, every good and perfect gift 

comes from you.  Thank you, Lord, for the gift 

of fathers.  Teach us to appreciate their 

importance in our lives.  We are also thankful - 

For Adam, he’s the father of all the living. 

For Abel, he cheerfully gave his best offering 

to you. 

For Noah, he trusted you and took you at 

your word.  

For Abraham, and his unwavering faith in 

your promises. 

For Isaac, his example of 

obedience and respect for 

his father. 

For Jacob, the father of the 

twelve tribes of Israel. 

For Joseph, who refused to 

do wicked things which 

hurt you. 

For Moses, who pushed 

aside earthly riches to 

serve you. 

For David, and his beautiful 

Psalms which strengthen us. 

For Job, and his faithfulness even in the face 

of tragedy. 

For Daniel, he confessed his faith, even if it 

meant the lion’s den. 

Lord, help us model our lives, if it is even a 

little bit, after these men of the Bible.   Thank 

you, Lord, for the gift of fathers.  Give them 

the courage to stand on your Word always.  

Heavenly Father, as your children by faith in 

Jesus, we thank you for all you have done and 

are doing for us.  Amen. 

 

God Did Me a Favor A Father’s Day Prayer 


