
June 21, 2020 - Psalm 91:9-12,16 - “Thank God for Guardian Angels”

"Five little angels around my bed; one at the foot, 
one at the head.  One to watch and one to pray.  
And one to carry my soul away."  That’s one of man 
Christian prayers that mentions angels.  Angels are 
mentioned in almost 100 of our hymns.  There are 
300 direct references to angels in the Bible.  So, 
yes!  Angels are very real!

But when was the last time ….. you thought about 
angels ….. found comfort knowing angels were 
watching over you ….. prayed that God would send 
angels to keep you safe ….. thanked God for 
creating angels?

Kind of sad, isn’t it?  That’s why today, we’re going 
to join the writer of Psalm 91 and “Thank God for 
Guardian Angels.”

1) They are God’s productive messengers.
2) They protect Christians from meaningless 

harm.
3) They provide Christians with meaningful 

ministry.

(1)
Contrary to popular belief Christians DO NOT turn 
into angels when we die.  Yes, we will share some 
heavenly real estate with them, but we won’t be 
sent back to earth as God’s messengers.  We’ve got 
heavenly mansions to enjoy.

Did you know that “angel” is Greek for 
“messenger?”  That’s why God used them to 
announce huge moments in history.  Angels 
announced Jesus’ birth at Christmas.  Angels 
announced Jesus’ empty tomb at Easter.  Angels 
announced Jesus would return at his Ascension.

Colossians tells us these special messengers were 
created by God sometime during creation’s week: 
For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.  Angels 
can occupy one place at a time – but they aren’t 
omnipresent like God.  Angels are strong – but they 
aren’t omnipotent like God.  Angels are smart – but 
they aren’t omniscient like God.

Hebrews gives us the job description for an angel: 
Angels are ministering spirits sent to serve those 
who will inherit salvation.  God only promises the 
protection of angels to those who will inherit 
salvation – that’s Christians.  That’s why it’s 
important, as our text tells it: To make the Most 
High your dwelling and your refuge.  In other 
words - put your trust in the Lord and keep it there 
if you want to make sure these heavenly body 
guards have your back.

Does the Lord assign one guardian angel to each 
Christian?  When you look at the way we drive, 
work and play, and our stress-filled days we would 
probably need more than just ONE angel looking 
over our shoulder.  And besides, the Bible speaks of 
multiple angels guarding us (notice the plurals): He 
will command his ANGELS concerning you to 
guard you in all your ways; THEY will lift you up in 
THEIR hands

How many angels are there?  Daniel calculates 
their population at 10,000 x 10,000.  Jesus told 
Peter he could instantly call on an angel army of 
72,000.  It’s safe to say that God created lots and 
lots of angels.  We do know their number never 
changes.  Angels don’t marry and have families.  
They don’t die, either.  THANK GOD FOR 
GUARDIAN ANGELS.  They are God’s productive 
messengers.

(2)
We’re most familiar with the fact that angels 
protect us.  Our Psalmist staes: He will command 
his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 
ways.  Many times, our physical safety has been 
the direct result of their work because they are on 
duty 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  What a 
comfort to know they never go on strike or hold 
out for bigger contracts.

Angels protect Christians from meaningless harm.  
They protect us: In ALL our ways.  Did you travel 
here safely by accident?  Did you enjoy your last 
family vacation and return home safe and sound by 
luck?  Has your family remained relatively safe and 



healthy over time?  Was that a coincidence?  God 
sent his angels to protect us.

Sometimes we concentrate so much on our 
problems - the accident, the illness, the expense - 
that we forget about the problems that never even 
touched us.  We’ll never know how many times 
angels protected us … avoiding an accident, 
keeping sickness away, the car that didn’t break 
down, the temptation that didn’t come our way.

Angels rescued Lot and his family, Daniel in the 
lion’s den and Peter from prison.  Those are 
wonderful Bible stories to share with your children 
and grandchildren, and … with yourself.  THANK 
GOD FOR GUARDIAN ANGELS!  They protect us 
from meaningless harm.  If we could just 
remember to say that more often, we’d appreciate 
the angels and their Creator more often.

But there are times when God, in his wisdom, 
allows harm into our lives so it must be meaningful.  
It must have a purpose.  It can test our faith.  It can 
be a wake-up call.  It can cause us to run into the 
arms of God.  We know it’s not to punish us.  Jesus 
was already punished for every one of us on the 
cross.

(3)
Have you ever called someone an angel?  What did 
you mean by that?  That they were helpful to you 
in your time of need.  That’s another reason why 
we THANK GOD FOR GUARDIAN ANGELS.  They 
provide Christians with meaningful ministry.

Here's a quick quiz.  While there 300 references to 
angels in the Bible, but only three are named.  Do 
you know who they are?

There’s GABRIEL.  He announced to Mary that 
she’d be the mother of Jesus.  He announced to 
Joseph that his fiancée wasn’t unfaithful to him.  
He also gave Joseph a heads up, take your son to 
Egypt and keep him safe from Herod.  Gabriel also 
announced to Zechariah that Elizabeth, his aging 
wife, would have a baby boy - John.

Do you know the names of the other two?  Here’s a 
hint: Our next hymn is from the section of hymns 

for Michael and All Angels – Michael.  The Book of 
Revelation tells us of he’s lead or arch-angel.  
Michael fought a war in heaven against the forces 
of evil, just after creation and won.

But there’s one more name we never want to 
forget.  His name is SATAN.  Satan was a good 
angel who went to the dark side.  He and his fellow 
evil angels, or demons, aren’t out to damage your 
faith in Jesus, they want you damned by keeping 
you away from Jesus and his Word.  They want to 
interfere with you serving your God and others.  
Since misery loves company, they don’t want to go 
to hell empty-handed.

If Satan didn’t hesitate to twist God’s Word when 
he tempted Jesus to “Jump, your angels will protect 
you!” he won’t hesitate to twist God’s Word to 
tempt you.  He’ll plant the seed of doubt when it 
comes to God’s goodness – like he did with Adam 
and Eve.  He’ll use anyone or anything to distract 
you so you take your eyes off of the cross.

But God and his army of angels are stronger.  And 
we have God’s promise of protection: With long 
life I will satisfy him, and show him my salvation.  
God has shown you his plan of salvation – Jesus is 
your Savior and he’s in your heart and life.  You can 
show gratitude with meaningful ministry to those 
around you.
 You can be a Gabriel and announce the news of 

Jesus to our own family and friends.
 You can be a Michael and fight the forces of evil 

by standing up for God’s truth.

As we celebrate Father’s Day, we can’t help but 
think of all the times God used our dads like angels, 
protecting us and keeping us safe.

Angels help us more than we even realize.  May we 
remember to THANK GOD FOR GUARDIAN ANGELS.  
In the meantime, we can look forward to the time 
when the angels will carry out their final role … 
escorting your soul and every believer’s soul to 
your Savior’s side in heaven.


