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“Good News For All People All The Time”  -  Pastor Joel Gaertner 

 

“When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those under the law, that we might receive 

adoption as sons.” 

My fellow sons and daughters of God 

Introduction: 

What do you focus on when you hear those very 

familiar verses from Luke 2 which we read a few 

moments ago often referred to as “The Christmas 

story”? The manger? The star? The angels? The 

shepherds? There is nothing wrong with looking at 

any of those things, but if we get caught up in them 

and miss the main thing, we have a problem. 

How about these words: “She gave birth to her 

firstborn son”. That is the heart of what it’s all 

about – God sending his Son in human flesh. 

Isn’t it amazing what you can do when you don’t 

have to worry about being distracted by all the 

earthly trappings? There is nothing wrong with 

having a Christmas tree with lights, a stable with 

the figurines of the Christmas story and the like. 

But again how easily we become distracted by 

them and we miss out on the main point. 

As we continue our “I Wonder About God” series 

this summer, we are going to spend the next 5 

weeks focusing on the 2nd article of the Apostles 

Creed which reminds us of the work of Jesus, the 

2nd person of the Trinity and today we specifically 

focus on the very familiar “Christmas story” and 

that Jesus is true man and what that means for us. 

There are several other sections of Scripture in the 

New Testament which help us more deeply 

understand the very familiar words of Luke 2. One 

of those is Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the time had 

fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, to redeem those under the 

law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.” 

With those words Paul helps us understand why 

and what it means that Jesus is and had to be true 

man. 

First of all Paul tells us: “But when time had fully 

come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law.” Did you realize that every time 

you’ve read or heard those opening words from 

Luke 2 that they were defining 2 things: “when 

time had fully come” – when God determined it 

was right for his Son to be born as a human being, 

he orchestrated that with the decree of Caesar 

Augustus? This was not just some random act of an 

earthly ruler, it was God directing history to help 

carry out his story. And then: “born under the law” 

– when Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem, they 

were following the laws of the Roman emperor 

This reminds us that Jesus was born subject to and 

had to obey the government just like you and I are 

to do. 

Now let’s look at how the rest of those 2 verses 

from Galatians help us understand Luke 2 “God 

sent his Son, born of a woman…to redeem those 

under the law, that we might receive adoption to 

sonship.”. To redeem means to buy back. Think of 

all the times that we have been under the law and 

have failed to be obedient, respectful and subject 

to the government. Part of the way Jesus 

redeemed us was as true man to not only live 

under the law, but to also be obedient, perfectly 

obedient to the laws of earth in our place. That was 

part of his work to help buy us back from the 

clutches of the devil. 

The other NT section which helps us understand 

the very familiar words from Luke 2 is Titus 3:4-7 

where Paul also was led by God to write down 

these thoughts “But when the kindness and love of 

God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 

of righteous things we had done, but because of his 

mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 



and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 

out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, 

we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.” Did you notice how Paul describes God 

sending Jesus as true man “the kindness and love 

of God”. Paul goes on to remind us that we were 

saved not because of anything we had done, but 

because of what God in his mercy asked Jesus to 

do. 

As you look at all of that, you gain a much deeper 

appreciation for some very familiar words in the 

Luke 2 account. Remember some of those 

characters in the Luke 2 account whom we might 

tend to focus on – the angels and the shepherds? 

Remember those words we read earlier of the 

angels’ message from God to the shepherds and all 

people on earth “I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord.”? 

Those very familiar words remind us that Jesus 

being born is good news for all people all the time. 

Whether it is December 25 or July 12 this is good 

news for all people all the time. It doesn’t matter 

what race, socio-economic class or gender you are. 

It doesn’t matter what kind of a life you’ve lived or 

how long you’ve been a Christian. The birth of 

Jesus as a human being is a historical event which 

has an impact on every single human being. 

We will be spending the next 4 weeks looking at 

what it means for us that Jesus is God’s Son. But in 

the midst of all of that let’s never lose sight of the 

good news we have because we have a substitute 

who came in human flesh like ours, to live like we 

can’t and to give his perfect life to God on our 

behalf. That is truly good news for all people all the 

time. Amen. 


