
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Cudahy, Wisconsin
August 2, 2020

Welcome!  We’re so glad you could join us for our 
summer series – I Wonder About God.  Using Old 
and New Testament Bible Stories, we’ll answer 
questions about our God.  Today’s question is: 
“Why did Jesus go back home to heaven?”

INVITATION TO WORSHIP

M: God has gone up with a shout!

C: The Lord with the sound of trumpets.

PRAYER

M: O Jesus, our victorious King, our hearts are filled with relief and rejoicing because you have 
now ascended to heaven, after descending to earth to accomplish our salvation.  Accept our 
praise for your glorious return to the Father’s right hand.  Lead us to praise you and listen to 
your Word.  Inspire us to proclaim your name – both in worship and in lives lived for the entire 
world to see.

C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN – “Saints, Behold! The Sight Is Glorious”  (216)
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ was taken away from his 
circle of disciples into heavenly glory.  He now sits at the right hand of his Father.  From there 
he is preparing for the final Day of Judgment.  While we celebrate his glorious Ascension, it is 
good for us to prepare our hearts for his return by confessing our sins and leaning on his 
promises of forgiveness for our salvation.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words and action.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

M: Our ascended Lord has completed his work of salvation for every sinner.  Jesus has taken 
away your sins.  It is my privilege to announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE – (“Ode to Joy”  169)

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise our ascended Lord.

C: Let us praise the Word incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the one who makes us one.
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Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia!  His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.”

THE ACCOUNT OF JESUS’ GREAT COMMISSION, AND A SHORT TIME LATER, GOING TO 
HEAVEN

(From the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles)

The disciples’ reaction at the end of Jesus’ time on earth, is similar to the Magi’s at the beginning of Jesus’ 
time on earth!

The eleven disciples went to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go.  When 
they saw him, they worshiped him – but some doubted.

When Jesus came near, he spoke to them.  He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”

After his suffering Jesus also showed the apostles through many convincing proofs that he 
was alive; he was seen by them for 40 days and spoke with them about the kingdom of God.  
When he met with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem.  “I am sending you what my 
Father promised, which,” he said, “you have heard from me, for John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Wait here in the city until you are armed 
with power from above.”

When they came together, he took them out to a place where Bethany lay ahead of them.  
They asked him, “Lord, are you now going to re-establish the kingdom of Israel?”  He told them, 

“It is not for you to know what times or periods the Father has set 
by his own authority.  But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
you will receive power and will testify of me in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the world.”
When he said this, he raised his hands and blessed them.  While 
he was blessing them, and while they were watching him, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him away so they could no longer see 
him.  He was taken up to heaven.
As he was going up and they were gazing into the sky, two men 
in white clothes were standing right beside them.  They asked, 
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the 
sky?  This Jesus, who was taken from you to heaven, will come 
back in the same way that you saw him go up to heaven.”
And having knelt in worship of him, they went back to Jerusalem 
from the mountain called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s walk away.  They went back to Jerusalem with 

great joy.  And they were always in the Temple, praising God.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY – “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  (171)

Next Page
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MESSAGE – Acts 1:6-11
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?”  7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.”
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Christ’s Concluding Command
HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise”  (175)

A PRAYER FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power and glory and 
now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.

C: We praise you for your victory over sin and death, Satan and hell.

M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel of God’s love for all.

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words and success to our efforts.

M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children, heirs of 
eternal life.

C: Ask for the Father’s blessings in our everyday lives.

M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the best 
interest of your Church.  As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension,

C: so lift our eyes daily to look for your coming again in glory.

M: May we all pray - 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions for ourselves and others.
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Silent Prayers

Special Prayers

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from 
sin, death, and the devil’s power.

C: By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

M: Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and 
joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith 
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
     thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C: Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

SONG OF SIMEON
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BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN – “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  (341)



10

I Wonder About God
During our summer 
sermon series, we’ll 
find the answers to 

these questions and 
many more as we 

learn about our 
Triune God - Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit - 

through 13 Old and 

Why did Jesus go 
back home to 

heaven?

How can a person 
be sure they’re 
ready when Jesus 
returns?
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New Testament 
Bible stories.

First Article: I believe in God, the Father Almighty

6/14 God Made Us: God Creates the World Genesis 1-2
6/21 God Made the Angels: An Angel Rescues Peter Acts 12:4-17
6/28 God Cares for Us: Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath 1 Kings 17:8-24
7/5 God Protects Us: God Rescues Israel Exodus 12:1-28, 13:14

Second Article: I believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord
7/12 Jesus Is True Man: Jesus Is Born Luke 2
7/19 Jesus Is True God: Jesus Rebukes the Storm Luke 8:22-25
7/26 Jesus Is Our Savior: Jesus Suffers, Dies and Rises Matthew 27:27-54, 28:1-

6

8/2 Jesus Is Our Lord: Jesus Ascends to Heaven Acts 1:6-11
8/9 Jesus Will Return: The Parable of the Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13

Third Article: I believe in the Holy Spirit
8/16 The Spirit Creates Faith: Jesus Teaches Nicodemus John 3:1-16
8/23 The Spirit Renews Us: A Sinful Woman Shows Love John 12:1-8
8/30 The Spirit Produces Good Works: A Widow’s Offering Mark 12:41-44
9/6 The Spirit Makes the Church Grow: Philip and the Ethiopian Acts 8:26-39

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School in Cudahy, Wisconsin
A Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

July 30/August 2, 2020
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US IN WORSHIP TODAY!

We pray that all who are here today are blessed by the Word of God that you will hear in 
our lessons, hymns and message.  These are challenging times.  We are striving to 
worship our God in a meaningful and yet safe way.  Thank you for your patience and 
kindness as we do that.  Here are a few guidelines that will assist you as you worship.

 Everyone is encouraged (but not required) to wear a mask.
 During the Communion portion of the service, worshippers remain in the pews and participate in 

Christ’s body and blood at the pastor’s direction.
 Offering envelopes can be placed in the offering baskets in the back row of pews as you exit.
 You will be ushered out at the direction of the ushers moving from the back pews to front pews.
 We want you to visit, but please use the sidewalk and grass areas around the church as you 

leave the church and front porch deck to allow our cleaning crews to start cleaning.
 Pastor will greet people outside of the church (wearing a mask), but won’t be shaking hands.
 Since we are limiting the number of worshipers per service to allow proper distancing, we are 

asking that people sign up.  (Use “Sign-up Genius” at stpaulscudahy.com or call 744-9988.)
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website: www.stpaulscudahy.com
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH                                    ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL

email: church@stpaulscudahy.com email: school@stpaulscudahy.com
Pastor Daniel Marshall  828-7320 Principal Donald Kolander  744-9771
dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com

Our Worship
Thursday: 46 + Sunday: 56 = 102

Our Offerings
Envelopes $6,311.00
Improvement 200.00
Holiday 60.00
Jesus Cares 25.00
Mission for Deaf 20.00
Memorials 125.00
Electronic $1,694.38
   Total $8,435.74

Organist
Mary Wilde

Memorials
   In Memory of Rev. 
Paul & Betty Jane Huth, 
Gerry Babinec has given 
$25.
   In Memory of Charles 
Jones & Rev. Paul Huth 
John & Vi Koniar have 
given $100

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
 First and Third Tuesdays of each month at Andrea’s Restaurant in Cudahy.  We’re studying the 

“I AM” statements Jesus made.  Tuesday: I AM the Bread of Life (John 6).
Registration at St. Paul’s School
 Monday, August 10 from 3:00 – 7:00 pm.  Go to the school’s website and sign-up for your time.

Today (August 2)
8 & 10 AM Worship & Communion
Tuesday (August 4)

6:15 AM Men’s Bible Study
Thursday (August 6)

6:30 PM Worship & Communion
Sunday (Aug. 9)

9:30 AM Worship & Communion

http://website:%20www.stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:church@stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com

