
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Cudahy, Wisconsin
August 16, 2020

Welcome!  We’re so glad you could join us for our 
summer series – I Wonder About God.  Using Bible 
Stories, we’ll answer questions about our God.  
Today’s question is: “Where does faith come from?  
Who puts it in my heart?”

GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM
This beginning for worship reminds God’s people of Baptism’s continuing 
blessings.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

 Baptized into your name most holy,
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin.
Your Spirit now shall live within.

M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 
Spirit. 

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  (John 3:5,6)

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.  (Psalm 51:5)

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11)

 My loving Father, there you took me
To be henceforth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, there you let me
The fruit of all your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me
When threat’ning clouds around I see.

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.
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 My faithful God, you fail me never;
Your promise surely will endure.
Oh, cast me not away forever
If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when I come defiled;
Forgive, lift up, restore your child.

M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without 
stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

 All that I am and love most dearly—
Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely,
And help me your own child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own
Serve any will but yours alone.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.

M: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of Baptism by which you offer and 
grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Help us to regard our own baptism as the 
robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our lives.  Grant us a rich measure of your 
Spirit that we may grow in faith and godly living.  And them make us willing to carry out our 
responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the 
blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.

C: Amen.

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY – John 3:1-16

M: The Gospel according to John Chapter 3.

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 
are born again.” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
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5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 
wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 

from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand 
these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and 
we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 

testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the Catechism’s Meaning

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen.
What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept 
me in the true faith.  In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and believers in 
Christ.  This is most certainly true.

HYMN OF THE DAY – “God Loved the World So that He Gave”  (391)

(Next Page)
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MESSAGE 

We Need a Better Birth, if We Want a Better Future!

HYMN OF RESPONSE – “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”  (736)
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2) You were before your day of birth,
Indeed, from your conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth,
None good, without exception.
For like your parents’ flesh and blood,
Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied him.

3) But all of that was washed away—
Immersed and drowned forever.
The water of your baptism day
Restored again whatever
Old Adam and his sin destroyed
And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.

4) In Baptism we now put on Christ—
Our shame is fully covered
With all that he once sacrificed
And freely for us suffered.
For here the flood of his own blood
Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav’nly Father.

5) O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your baptism stands and makes you 
whole
And then in death completes you



6

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father, through your stern judgment the unbelieving world 
was destroyed by the flood, but according to your great mercy, you saved Noah and his family.  
You engulfed stubborn Pharaoh and his army in the waters of the Red Sea but led your people 
through those same waters to safety on dry land.  In the waters of the Jordan your own Son 
was baptized and anointed with the Spirit.  By these signs you foreshadowed the precious, 
cleansing bath which you give us in Holy Baptism.

Clinging to your promises, look with favor on us who have been redeemed by the blood of your 
Son and received as your dear children through Baptism.  Through the water of our Baptism, 
drown in us all sin inherited from Adam and any other evil we may do.  Set us apart from the 
unbelieving world and hold us safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church.  Keep 
us always eager in spirit and joyful in hope so that we may honor your holy name and at last 
receive, together with all your people, the promised inheritance of eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Special Requests

LORD’S PRAYER

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN OF PREPARATION – “I Come, O Savior to Your Table”  (310 v.1-4)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Do you believe then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

C: Yes, I do believe it!

M: What admonishes and moves you to receive Holy Communion?

C: The command and the promise of my Lord admonishes and moves me.  Also, the 
burden of sin which lies heavy upon me causes me to feel a hunger and thirst for Holy 
Communion.

RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING – “I Come, O Savior to Your Table”  (310)
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 Your body, giv’n for me, O Savior,
Your blood, which you for me have shed—
These are my life and strength forever;
By them my hungry soul is fed.

Lord, may your body and your blood<
Be for my soul the highest good.

What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace.

Refrain

 My heart has now become your dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.
With angels I, your praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally.

Refrain

BENEDICTION

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN – “See This Wonder in the Making”  (300)
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School in Cudahy, Wisconsin
A Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

August 16, 2020
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US IN WORSHIP TODAY!

We pray that all who are here today are blessed by the Word of God that you will hear in our 
lessons, hymns and message.  These are challenging times.  We are striving to worship our God in 
a meaningful and yet safe way.  Thank you for your patience and kindness as we do that.  To assist 
you as you worship ….

 Masks Are Required! Governor Evers has mandated the use of cloth face masks while indoors at a
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I Wonder About God is Our Summer Sermon Series

First Article:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty

God, the Father, Made Us and the Angels
God, the Father, Cares for Us and Protects Us

Second Article:
I believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord

Jesus Is True God and True Man
Jesus Is Our Lord and Our Savior
Jesus as Lord of Lord will Return One Day

Third Article:
I believe in the Holy Spirit

8/16 The Spirit Creates Faith: Jesus Teaches Nicodemus John 3:1-16
8/23 The Spirit Renews Us: A Sinful Woman Shows Love John 12:1-8
8/30 The Spirit Produces Good Works: A Widow’s Offering Mark 12:41-44
9/6 The Spirit Makes the Church Grow: Philip and the Ethiopian Acts 8:26-39

Where does faith 
come from?  Who 

puts faith in hearts?

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
 First & Third Tuesdays of each month at 6:15 AM Andrea’s Restaurant in Cudahy.  The “I AM” 

statements of Jesus.  I AM … the Light of the World (8/18) … the Gate (9/15) … the Good 
Shepherd (10/6) … the Resurrection and the Life (10/20) … the Way, the Truth and the Life 
(11/3) … the Vine (11/17).

Women’s Bible Study – Ready to Resume
 First & Third Tuesdays of each month at 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM at Dorothy Schlueter’s home.  

Starting: September 1!

How does the 
Holy Spirit keep 
the faith alive 

he’s planted in 
h t?
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH        
email: church@stpaulscudahy.com
Pastor Daniel Marshall  828-7320
dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL
email: school@stpaulscudahy.com
Principal Donald Kolander  744-
9771
dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com

www.stpaulscudahy.com

 Our Worship
Thursday: 23  +  Sunday: 44 = 
67

Our Offerings
Envelopes $5,990.00
Electronic $1,619.74

Total $7 609 74

Organist
Mary Wilde

Flowers
Are in honor of Brian & Kim Labinski’s
14th Wedding Anniversary on August 

16.
Th k Y d Bl i !

Today (August 16)
9:30 AM Worship & Communion

11:00 AM Church Council Meets
Tuesday (August  18)

6:15 AM Men’s Breakfast Bible 
Study
Thursday (August 20)

6:30 PM Worship & Communion
Sunday (August  23)

9 30 AM W hi & C i

Luther’s Catechism:
The Meaning of Baptism for Our Daily Life

What does baptizing with water mean?
Baptism means that the Old Adam in us 
should be drown by daily contrition and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and 
desires be put to death.  It also means that a 
new person should daily arise to live before 
God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Romans 6, "We were buried 
with Christ through baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we too 
may live a new life."

mailto:church@stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:school@stpaulscudahy.com
mailto:dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com
http://www.stpaulscudahy.com

