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A plot to assassinate the nation’s leader.  A talent 
competition.  Late night closed-door meetings.  A 
beauty pageant.  A mysterious woman disguising 
her identity.  National security issues.  Is it a reality 
show?  A Netflix original?  It’s the back story for 
today’s lesson from Esther. 

Here's the rest of the story.  The constant 
rebellious attitude of God’s OT people wore God’s 
patience thin.  As a result, he allowed Israel, in the 
north, to be carted off by the Assyrians.  130 years 
later, Judah, in the south, was carted off by the 
Babylonians. 

That’s not the end of the story.  God had a plan, a 
much bigger plan, in mind.  Besides finding a way 
to bring the Jews back home, his plan also called 
for a child to bring sinners back home to God.  In 
order for a Jewish family to have a baby boy in 
Bethlehem and later on have him crucified and rise 
from the dead in Jerusalem, God would have to 
find a way to bring the Jews back to their 
homeland.  The book of Esther gives us a look at 
part of his plan for them. 

The Persians, under king Xerxes, were the most 
powerful nation on the planet.  Xerxes was at the 
final day of one of his 6-month party binges.  He’s 
preparing to battle the Greeks and used this as a 
pep rally for his troops.  He wants loyalty and 
devotion from his military. 

It was on this final day that Xerxes demands that 
his queen, Vashti, show-off her beauty for the VIP’s 
at the party.  She refuses.  The king is embarrassed 
and angry.  Xerxes’ advisors quickly recommend: 
“Divorce her.”  So the King banishes Vashti. 

It didn’t take long for him to get lonely and miss 
her.  Now Xerxes’ advisors recommend: “Got 
married.”  Their solution involved rounding up the 
fairest maidens in the land, and letting the king 
pick his next queen.  For some reason, the idea of a 
beauty contest seemed very appealing to the 
lonesome king. 

As the search for Miss Persia progressed, Esther 
was chosen as a contestant and made it to the 

finals.  Her beauty and personality caught the 
attention of everyone, including the king.  That’s 
why he made her Queen of Persia.  They lived 
happily ever after.  Not quite. 

Mordecai, Esther’s guardian and relative, was an 
advisor to the King and told her to keep her Jewish 
identity a secret.  About this same time, the Lord 
allowed Mordecai to uncover a plot to assassinate 
the king.  Mordecai told Esther.  Esther informed 
the king.  The assassins were hunted down and 
executed.  Now the king and his queen could live 
happily ever after, right?  Not yet. 

Eventually, some of Xerxes’ advisors got so jealous 
of the king’s preferential treatment for Mordecai, a 
Jew, that with some deceptive tactics got the king 
to sign a decree that would wipe out every Jew in 
Persia.  That’s how much they hated Mordecai and 
the Jews. 

Just imagine being a Jew and seeing this new law 
posted in Susa and throughout the empire.  This 
plot wasn’t only a threat to the Jews; it was a 
threat to God’s plan.  Why? God had promised that 
the Savior of the world would come from the 
Jewish people.  King Xerxes’ decree was a threat 
just like King Herod’s attempt to kill the baby Jesus.  
Just like with Herod’s plot, God intervened and 
prevented it from taking place.  Here’s how. 

Again, the Lord allowed Mordecai to uncover the 
plot.  And again he told Queen Esther.  What would 
Esther do with the news this time?  Would she use 
her position as queen and her identity as a Jew and 
tell the king to save her people?  Or, would she 
continue to keep her identity a secret and hope to 
escape the king’s law? 

It was Mordecai’s message in today’s lesson, that 
brought the Persian queen back to her Jewish roots 
and reality: When Esther’s words were reported to 
Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think 
that because you are in the king’s house you alone 
of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent 
at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews 
will arise from another place, but you and your 
father’s family will perish.  And who knows but 



that you have come to your royal position FOR 
SUCH A TIME AS THIS?”  Then Esther sent this 
reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the 
Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me.  Do not eat 
or drink for three days, night or day.  I and my 
attendants will fast as you do.  When this is done, 
I will go to the king, even though it is against the 
law.  And if I perish, I perish.” 

Mordecai was right, Esther had been chosen FOR 
SUCH A TIME AS THIS.  That is the closest mention 
of God that you’ll find in the book of Esther.  But 
God’s fingerprints are all over this story.  And soon 
Esther would realize that God had placed her in the 
King’s palace at this time.  God would use her to 
save many lives, while also keeping God’s promise 
of a Savior alive. 

What Mordecai said about Esther is true for you.  
“And who knows but that you – insert your name 
– have been chosen for such a time as this?” 

It’s another way for God to get his message across: 
“It's NOT about you.  It’s about OTHERS!”  God has 
put you where you are FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, 
for the purpose of being there for someone else. 

Did you catch the warning in our second lesson 
today from Romans 12?  “Don’t think of yourself 
more highly than you ought.”  Do you know how 
many times Jesus and John, Peter and Paul used: 
“one another” or “each other” or “others” in their 
writings and their words in order to move us from 
selfish to selfless?  To move us from helping myself 
to helping others?  Over 150 times!  That’s what 
Mordecai urged Esther to do.  But it’s not easy. 

Being a believer is hard.  Esther found that out.  
You will too, if you haven’t already.  The believer’s 
walk is a faith walk!  God doesn’t always uncover 
his will or allow us to see the big picture, or how 
he’s set it in place in our lives.  We may often ask: 
“Why has God placed me at this job, or in this 
place, or as part of this family?” 

Esther couldn’t always see why God would allow 
her to be taken from her family.  Forced to marry 
an idol-worshiping king and then live in the palace 
of her people’s arch-enemy. 

Maybe you’re in an unpleasant job situation – let 
your light and life shine as a witness.  You just 
might be the only light in that dark place for others. 

Maybe your family life isn’t so good – live for Jesus 
anyway!  He’s promised to let all things work out to 
your good.  And that little phrase: “all things,” 
covers a lot of ground.  Your commitment to Christ 
may be exactly what others in your family need to 
see. 

Has God placed you in your circumstances for a 
reason?  Absolutely!  There’s nothing happening to 
you right now that God hasn’t already worked out 
for your good and the good of others! 

God has brought you to where you are FOR SUCH A 
TIME AS THIS.  That naturally leads to the question: 
“How much will it cost?”  A throne?  A crown?  A 
royal name, position and perks?  All those things 
were on the line.  All for the sake of others.  We’re 
not talking about Esther in our lesson, we’re talking 
about our Savior who made history. 

Thankfully, Jesus didn't think of himself.  All he 
could think about was others.  That’s why he 
willingly exchanged his perfect behavior for your 
imperfect thoughts, words and actions.  That’s why 
he willingly allowed himself to be cut off from the 
living, so you’d never have to face eternal death. 

Jesus’ FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS moment, allows 
us, as God’s children, to have our own FOR SUCH A 
TIME AS THIS moments throughout our lives as we 
look for ways to help each other and look out for 
each other in big ways and small ways. 

Is there a friend, a family member, or a fellow 
member who could use your prayers, a hand-
written note, a text, an email, a phone call, or a 
meal dropped off?  How about a listening ear, a 
shoulder to lean on, or even cry on? 

Look FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS moments at home, 
or work, or church.  They might not be as exciting 
as Esther’s story, hopefully not nearly as 
dangerous, but God’s fingerprints are all over your 
story, even if you yourself can’t always see it. 


