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The Top Ten Favorite Thanksgiving Hymns 

Research indicates music can shape and improve our memory.  That means music can be cherished for 

decades.  But our praises to God have an even deeper connection.  They connect our souls to our 

Creator.  Is it any wonder, then, that hymns passed down from one generation to the next hold such a 

special place in our hearts, especially during the holiday season?  This Thanksgiving, may God’s presence 

comfort you with every hymn you sing, and may this lead to more memories. 

 
1. We Praise You O God, Our Redeemer Creator  (609) 

2. Now Thank We All Our God  (610) 

3. Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

4. Doxology  (334) 

5. Bountiful Harvest 

6. Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

7. Give Thanks to God 

8. Come, You Thankful People Come  (613) 

9. Full of Providential Love 

10. At the Harvest 
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   THANKSGIVING HYMN #1 – “Now Thank We All Our God”  (written: 1636) 

An old English proverb says: “A grateful mind is a great mind.”  The Bible agrees, since there are 138 

passages in Scripture on the subject of thanksgiving, like, 1 Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Unfortunately, not many hymns are devoted exclusively to thanking God.  This one, written by Martin 

Rinkart, a Lutheran pastor from Germany, is.  German Christians sing this hymn like American 

believers sing the “Doxology.”  It is loved on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Rinkart ministered during a time of war, plague and famine.  He and the other pastors preached the 

gospel, cared for the sick and dying and buried the dead.  Some days he conducted as many as fifty 

funerals.  Finally, when the war was over and the suffering ended, Rinkart, knowing there is no healing 

without thanksgiving, composed this hymn for the survivors. 
 

1) Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, In whom his world rejoices, 

Who from our mother’s arms Has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love And still is ours today. 
 

2) Oh, may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us, 

With ever-joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us 

And keep us in his grace And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills In this world and the next. 
 

3) All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given, 

The Son, and him who reigns With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore! 

For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore. 

 

PRAYER TO APPROACH GOD  

M: O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth;  

C: Have mercy on us.  

M: O God the Son, Redeemer of the world;  

C: Have mercy on us.  

M: O God the Holy Spirit, Advocate and Guide;  

C: Have mercy on us.  

M: Almighty God, in the waters of Baptism you have given us new life and salvation, and with your Word 

you strengthen our faith. Your generous goodness comes to us new every day.  Lead us along safe 

paths through the darkness of this world, dispel the fears of death, and bring us at last to your house.  

Lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing 

obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen! 
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   THANKSGIVING HYMN #2 – “We Praise You O God, Our Redeemer Creator”  (written: 1588 / 1904) 

This hymn was originally written as a prayer of thanksgiving in the Netherlands after the English 

defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588.  As the lyrics proclaim, we trust God to defend us and even in 

life’s hurts and challenges, to lead us all to victory. 

In 1904, in New York City, Julia Cory was asked to write a thanksgiving hymn.  She produced a rather 

free rendition of the original hymn, eliminating references to war and making it a general hymn of 

thanksgiving.  The only war reference remained at the end of verse 2, “And with your help, O Lord, our 

battles we win.”  We aren’t fighting the Spanish today, but we are in a daily battle against Satan, the 

world, and our own sinful flesh.  Christ defeated Satan in the battle of the ages 2,000 years ago on the 

cross.  Although Jesus has already crushed the head of the Serpent, Satan still harasses us each day. 
 

1) We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
 

2) We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you. 

Through trial and tempest our guide you have been; 

When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, 

And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 
 

3) With voices united our praises we offer; 

To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

M: Gracious Lord, we come before you confessing our sins.  Through your Word you have revealed to us 

the unsearchable riches of Christ, but again and again … 

M: We have failed to recognize how richly we have been blessed by you. 

C: Forgive us for taking for granted your physical and spiritual blessings.  

M: We have failed to appreciate all you have done for us in Christ. 

C: Forgive us for not doing all we can to share the Good News of Jesus with others. 

M: We have failed to see the needs and have shown so little concern of those who live around us.  

C: Forgive us for our weakness of faith and our lack of love for you and others.  

M: Gracious Lord, we confess we need your Spirit's help.  

C: We need a new heart that loves you more. 

We need a stronger faith that trusts you more. 

We need a life that reflects more of your mercy and love.  
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ABSOLUTION  

M: With a love that we cannot even begin to fathom, God gave us his Son in exchange for our sins.  While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  He freed us from our sins by his holy and precious blood, and 

has given us his perfect righteousness.  Brothers and sisters, we are holy and blameless in the eyes of 

God.  We are forgiven of all our sins. 

C: Amen. 

M: Let our hearts and voices express our joy at that good news!  

   THANKSGIVING HYMN #3 – “Come You Thankful People Come”  (written: 1844) 

Henry Alford was a remarkable man.  When he was six he wrote a biography of the Apostle Paul.  

Eventually, he was appointed Dean of Cantebury in London.  This hymn was written for the English 

Harvest Festival, the British version of the American Thanksgiving holiday. 

This hymn begins by thanking God, the owner of all, for providing for our needs with the autumn 

harvest.  But then, the focus shifts off of the farmer’s field and onto God’s people.  It contains a prayer 

for the Lord’s return to gather his faithful to their heavenly home which is “Free from sorrow, free from 

sin.”  This hymn lifts our hearts in anticipation of our heavenly home. 
 

1) Come, you thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest-home. 

All be safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin. 

God our maker shall provide For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest-home. 
 

2) All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto his praise to yield; 

Wheat and weeds together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

3) For the Lord our God shall come And shall take his harvest home, 

From his field shall in that day All offenses purge away, 

Give his angels charge at last In the fire the weeds to cast, 

But the fruitful ears to store In his garner evermore. 
 

4) Even so, Lord, quickly come To your final harvest-home; 

Gather all your people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin, 

There, forever purified, In your garner to abide. 

Come with all your angels, come; Raise the glorious harvest-home. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – We believe in the God who gives us everything  (First Article of the Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears 

and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.  And I believe that God still preserves me by 

richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and 

children, land, cattle and all I own, and all that I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves 

me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil.  All this 

God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have 

earned or deserved it.  For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.  This is 

most certainly true. 
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   THANKSGIVING HYMN #4 – “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  (written: 1758) 

Robert Robinson began serving as pastor at Methodist Chapel in Norfolk, England at the age of 23.  

During his time there he wrote this hymn for his sermon on Pentecost Sunday.  It was a prayer that the 

Holy Spirit flood hearts with his mercy, enabling us to sing God’s praises and remain faithful to him.   

With all the challenges, uncertainties, and discouragement many of us have faced this past year, when life 

becomes difficult, and we don’t feel like giving thanks, we ask God to: “tune [our hearts] to sing Thy grace.”  

As we do, God answers our prayer by reminding us of the greatest blessing we have received – “His 

mercy, never ceasing.”  In v.2 we sing the word “Ebenezer.”  It means “Thus far has the Lord helped us.” That 

name was given to the stone of remembrance that Samuel raised to God’s glory (1 Samuel 7:12). 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING MESSAGE – Philippians 4:6 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
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   SPECIAL SELECTION – “My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness”  (written 2012)  Solo: Tammy Nygaard 

Thankfulness can be a remedy for so many things – pessimism, anxiety, impatience, pride – all the 

things which can weigh us down each day.  And yet, if we listen in on our prayers, our thanksgiving 

often focuses on health and home, family and friends.  All that’s good – we are to give thanks in every 

situation.  But the prayers of the early church rarely followed that pattern.  Their prayers had a strong 

emphasis on thanking God for spiritual blessings, things that have true value beyond life on earth. 

Keith and Kristyn Getty wrote this song to give thanks for spiritual blessings: past – what Christ has 

done for us; present – He walks beside us each day;, and future – His promise to be there for us no 

matter what. 

My heart is filled with thankfulness To Him who bore my pain; 

Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace And gave me life again; 

Who crushed my curse of sinfulness And clothed me in His light 

And wrote His law of righteousness With power upon my heart. 

My heart is filled with thankfulness To Him who walks beside; 

Who floods my weaknesses with strength And causes fears to fly; 

Whose every promise is enough For every step I take, 

Sustaining me with arms of love And crowning me with grace. 

My heart is filled with thankfulness To him who reigns above, 

Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, Whose every thought is love. 

For every day I have on earth Is given by the King; 

So I will give my life, my all, To love and follow him.  To love and follow Him.” 

 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR THANKSGIVING 

M: Father, before we were even created, we had a special place in your heart. 

C: Therefore, we offer you our hearts.  Help us love what you command.  

M: Father, your hands formed us.  They also preserve, protect and provide for us. 

C: Therefore, we offer you our hands.  Help us do what is right.  

M: Father, your mouth promised a Savior who would free us from sin, death and Satan. 

C: Therefore, we offer you our mouths.  Help us speak in love, and share Jesus with others. 

M: Jesus, you intercede for us before the throne of God, praying on our behalf. 

C: Therefore, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us and answer us whenever we pray. 

Silent time for personal thanksgiving to the Lord for the blessing of body and soul 

M: We offer you our song of praise 
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   THANKSGIVING HYMN #5 - Doxology  (written: 1674) 

According to Hymnal.net, this song’s opening lines have been sung more than any other lyrics over the 

past 350 years.  They reveal a passion for Christ and the gospel, something Thomas Ken courageously 

fought for.  He was considered “England’s first hymnist.” 

While a chaplain at Winchester College in London, he suggested the young men there use three hymns 

for their daily devotions.   One hymn when they woke up: “Awake, my soul, and with the sun … .”  

Another at bedtime: “All praise to thee, my God, this night … .”  A third at midnight if they couldn’t sleep.  

All three hymns ended with the most often sung stanza in the world: “Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow … .”  When Thomas Ken died, he was buried at sunrise and the Doxology was sung at his funeral. 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

M: As we give thanks, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen. 

 

A PERSONAL AND SILENT PRAYER 

Lord God, Creator of all and Giver of all good things, enable me to see how blessed I really am – so 

that I will be content.  Remind me of how faithfully you care for me – so that I will trust in you.  Fill me 

with your love – so that I willingly give myself and all I am and have into your service.  Amen. 

 

   THANKSGIVING HYMN #6 – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness  (written:1923) 

Thomas Chisholm received no formal education, yet became a teacher by the age of 16 and an 

ordained minister when he was 27.  Through all the ups and downs of his own personal health issues, 

the words of Lamentations 3:22,23, became precious to him: “(God’s) compassions never fail.  They are 

new every morning, great is your faithfulness.”  As he soaked up those words he began to discover that 

even when we’re hurting and feel alone, we can find blessings from God each day and rest in the love 

of Christ, knowing He sees us, hears us and cares for us.  His mercies will outlast our struggles and 

pain. 

Chisholm’s hymn became the unofficial theme song for the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.  In 

addition, his hymn, along with: “Just as I Am Without One Plea,” (written by Charlotte Elliott) became 

popular around the world by soloist George Beverly Shea and the choirs of the Billy Graham Crusades. 
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