
 

Christmas One 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Cudahy, Wisconsin 

December 27, 2020 
 

 

God cares for his children.  He cared for his nation – Israel, though they were rebellious.  He cared for his 

Son, Jesus – though Herod tried to do him in.  He even cares for his newly adopted children – though we 

don’t deserve it.  God cared for us by sending his Son to deliver us from the corruption of sin and transform 

us into his children.  The work of Christ gives us peace that only sons can have 

 

OPENING HYMN – “Come Your Hearts and Voices Raising”  (42) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

M: We gather in this Season of Christmas in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Merciful Father in heaven, 

C: I confess that I have not lived up to your perfect expectations. 

 Like Adam and Eve, my first parents, 

 I have failed to give you faithful love. 

 I have faltered in my worship and prayer life. 

 I have fallen short of keeping your law, all of it, perfectly.  

 Forgive me and show me mercy for the sake of your Son, my Savior Jesus Christ. 

M: Christ is the Son of God in the flesh whom the Father sent as a sacrifice for our sins.  God’s heart of 

forgiveness is extended to you in the infant life of Jesus.  The life he lived and the death he died paid 

the total price for your sin.  Therefore, your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Sing unto the Lord a new song, 

M: For he has done marvelous things! 

C: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth: 

CAROL OF PRAISE – “Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn”  (49) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature.  

By his gracious coming deliver us from the filth and corruption of our sin and transform us into the 

likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ, our new-born King, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON / TODAY’S MESSAGE – Isaiah 52:7-10 

In this prophecy the watchmen of Jerusalem shout for joy as the messengers bring news of peace and rescue. 

God kept his promise, when his Son brought salvation to the world. 

7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 

bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
8 Listen!  Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy.  When the LORD returns to 

Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. 
9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people, he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

HYMN – “To Shepherds As They Watched by Night”  (53) 
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EPISTLE LESSON – Colossians 3:12-17  

The world’s Christmas is being packed up.  The joy of our Christmas is just beginning. 

As the world puts away its Christmas, we put on Christ each day. 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 

has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on 

love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  

And be thankful.  16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 

in your hearts.  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

GOSPEL – Luke 2:25-40 

Not everyone realized who had come to the temple that day.  But God revealed himself to Simeon and Anna. 

They saw and held the Child, the one God had promised.  This made them sing and speak of God’s salvation. 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 

temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be 

a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 

had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-

four.  She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at 

that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to 

the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.  40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – Athanasian Creed  (Selected Portions) 

This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a steadfast defender of the Christian faith in the fourth 

century.  It was prepared to help the Church combat two errors that undermined Bible teachings.  

• One denied that God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being with the Father. 

• The other denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. 
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This Creed, like the Apostles’ and Nicene, continues to serve as a standard of the truth.  It declares 

that whoever rejects the doctrine of the Trinity and the doctrine of Christ is without saving faith. 

The section of the Creed confesses the Bible’s teaching about the person of Christ – he is both true 

God and true man in one person.  This portion serves as a fitting confession for the Christmas Season, 

when we celebrate the miracle of Christ’s birth. 

M: Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith. 

C: Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points 

will certainly perish forever. 

M: It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also 

took on human flesh.  Now this is the true Christian faith: 

C: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 

God’s Son, is both God and man. 

M: He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time from the 

nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, 

C: equal to the Father as to his deity, 

less than the Father as to his humanity; 

M: and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, 

C: one, not by changing the deity into flesh, 

but by taking the humanity into God: 

M: one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; 

C: for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, 

so God and man are one Christ. 

M: He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. 

C: He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and 

from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

M: At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds. 

C: Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 

but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire. 

M: This is the true Christian faith. 

C: Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”  (57) 

 

[Next Page] 
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THE MESSAGE  

 

Behold the Arm of the LORD 
 

 

We thank Pastor Heath Butler for bringing us today‘s Christmas Season message.  

He teaches a number of religion courses at Wisconsin Lutheran High School and 
coaches the Girl’s Varsity Soccer Team.  Pastor Butler’s wife, Sara, is today’s 

organist.  We thank them for “double-teaming” us in our worship. 

 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE – “To Thee, My Heart I Offer”  (43) 

 

 

[Next Page] 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

M: May the blessing of our Savior-God be upon us during this Christmas Season. 

     The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  (61) 

 

 

Holiday Services 

Thursday, 12/31 ............... 6:30 PM ............... New Year’s Eve Candlelight 

Sunday, 1/3 ........................ 9:30 AM .............. Christmas Two Worship 
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 Our Worship 

92 (Wednesday) + 

22 (Thursday) + 73 (Sunday) = 187 
 

Our Offerings 

Envelopes ....................... $7,816.00 

Holiday ........................... $1,660.00 

Memorials ............................ $60.00 

New Hymnals.................... $400.00 

Special Gift ................... $10,000.00 

Electronic ....................... $2,197.97 

     Total ................... 22,133.97 

Memorials 

In Memory of Jill Honeck, $50 has 

been given by Family & Friends 

Organist 

Sara Butler 

Today (December 27) 

 9:30 AM ......Christmas 1 Worship 

Tuesday (December 29) 

 6:00 PM ......Church Council 

Thursday (December 31) 

 6:30 PM ......New Year’s Communion & 

                      Candlelight 

Sunday (December 27) 

 9:30 AM ......Christmas 2 Worship / Comm 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US IN WORSHIP TODAY! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  We pray that you will be blessed by the message of the new-

born King, Jesus that you will hear in our lessons, hymns and messages.  We are striving to worship our God 

in a meaningful and yet safe way.  Thank you for your patience and kindness as we do that.  To assist you as 

you worship …. 

• Masks are required in all indoor public facilities. 

• During the Lord’s Supper, please remain in your pew and participate at the pastor’s direction. 

• Offering envelopes can be placed in the offering baskets in the back row of pews as you exit. 

• You will be ushered out at the direction of the ushers, moving from the back pews to front pews. 

• Take home your service folder, or toss it in a receptacle as you are leave. 

• Please do not gather in front of the exit doors so that others may exit safely.  

• Please sign-up for worship by using the “Sign-up Genius” at stpaulscudahy.com or calling 744-9988. 

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL 

It is a blessing to assist parents with the Christian Education of their children through St. Paul’s School.  We 

provide a quality Christian Education for children ages 4 years through 8th Grade.  We are a Choice School.  

Call the School Office (744-9771) for more information, or leave a message any time.  

Ushers 
 

Thurs. (12-31) 

J Hansen,  

R Stack 
 

Sun. (1-3) 

T Herbst 

D Rickaby 

 

Marriage Moments 

Subscribe to these daily videos at: 

welscongregationalservices.net Scroll to 

Useful Links on the bottom of the page and 

click Subscriptions.  View videos on our 

website: stpaulscudahy.com. 

 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” 

You’ve listened to this carol for years and probably 

wondered what do swimming swans and leaping lords have 

to do with Christmas?  Once you understand the origin of 

this Christmas Carol, it truly has a Christian meaning.  

Over the 12 days of Christmas, St. Paul’s – Cudahy is 

sharing an e-devotion (e-mail only) on the true Christian 

meaning of each of the 12 days.  We pray that these 

devotions will help us continue to focus on the meaning of 

our Savior’s birth throughout the 12 days of Christmas and 

beyond.  Printed copies are available in the entryway. 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

email: school@stpaulscudahy.com 

Principal Donald Kolander  744-9771 

dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

First & Third Tuesdays at 6:15 AM, 

at Andrea’s Restaurant in Cudahy. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Meets again in June. 

Bible Study - The Book of Revelation 

Sunday 8:30 AM (Church) or 

Monday 6:30 PM (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday School 

3-12 year olds meet in the Fellowship Hall from 

8:30-9:15 AM 

www.stpaulscudahy.com 

Lutheran Chorale Christmas Playlist 

Since they couldn’t have their usual concert to 

kick off the Christmas season, The Lutheran 

Chorale of Milwaukee invites you to listen to 

some of their best recordings from their past 

Prelude to Christmas concerts. The playlist 

includes almost 90 minutes of Christmas favorites! 

To find the playlist, just go to the Chorale website 

www.lutheranchorale.org and click on the Prelude 

to Christmas banner at the top of the page!  
 

If you enjoy the Christmas playlist, please consider 

making a donation to the Lutheran Chorale. This 

can be done by clicking the Give tab on our 

website or going to www.lutheranchorale.org/give 

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

email: church@stpaulscudahy.com 

Pastor Daniel Marshall  828-7320 

dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com 

2021 Calendars & White Poinsettias 

Thank You to Schmidt–Bartelt & Scott Koeske 

for the calendars on the entryway rack, along 

with the beautiful white poinsettias in the altar 

area. 
 

 

Jesse Tree Devotions? 

We pray that the Jesse Tree 

devotions in Advent were a 

blessing to you and gave you a 

completely different, and 

maybe even brand new view 

of the Advent season. 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his 

roots a Branch will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1). 

 

2021 Offering Envelope Packs 

Your 2021 Offering Envelope Packs were mailed to 

your home.  If you didn’t receive them, contact the 

church.  Please wait until 2021 to use them.  Off-

erings are one way God’s people respond to His 

grace and goodness.  Your offering packs provide a 

weekly response to His daily blessings!  The packs 

are “Mail Ready” when you’re unable to attend 

worship. 

Thank You for the Large Red Poinsettias 

In honor of Kurt & Kim Nygaard’s 35th 

Wedding Anniversary on December 21st.  

Congratulations and the Lord’s blessings! 

Thank You for the Festive Look 

Our Decorating Team did a terrific job both 

inside and outside of God’s House.  Special 

thanks to Tammy & Jim Nygaard, Lucas Nygaard, 

Kelly Nygaard, Gail & Dale Kolosovsky, Geri & 

Jim Hansen, Heather& Jason Henn, Adde Henn.  

The Chrismons (Christmas decorations with 

Christian symbols on them) on the large tree 

were made by Diane Trossen. 

 

2021 Flower Chart 

The 2021 flower chart will be posted on the 

entryway bulletin board in mid-January, when the 

Christmas decorations are taken down.  Thank 

you to everyone who placed flowers on the altar 

in 2020 to mark significant events in your 

Christian life.  They gave thanks to God and 

enhanced our worship! 
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