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Merry Christmas and Thank You for joining us on this Christmas Eve!  We pray that you will be blessed by 

the message of the new-born King, Jesus that you will hear this evening in our lessons, special children’s videos, carols 

and message.  Traditionally, the children of St. Paul’s School present the Christmas message tonight with songs and 

recitations.  They will, but in an untraditional way.  Because of the COVID gathering restrictions, they will be sharing 

their recitations and songs through video recordings.  To assist you as you worship on this Christmas Eve …. 

• Masks are required in all indoor public facilities. 

• Offering envelopes can be placed in the offering baskets in the back row of pews as you exit. 

• At the close of the service, ushers will direct you out - starting from the back and moving to the front. 

• Please do not gather in front of the exit doors so that others may exit safely.  

• Take home your service folder, or toss it in a receptacle as you are leave. 

• The candles used during the candlelight portion of this service can be left on the bench where you were seated. 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  

C: The light shines in the darkness, 

but the darkness has not understood it.  

M: Those living in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.  

C: We have seen the glory of the Christ, 

the glory of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.  

M: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

M: O God, once you caused this night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Turn our attention 

toward Bethlehem and the Christ-child.  May the words of Scriptures we hear tonight remind us again 

that this story never grows old.  May the carols we sing tonight uncover for us again the mystery of his 

birth.  May the candles we use tonight symbolize for us your Son as the Light of the world.  

C: O Lord, come to us as we worship tonight.  Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL – “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  (55) 
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WE CONFESS OUR SINS  

M: Let us confess our sins to God. 

O Lord, by right, we should have nothing to sing about.  We do not deserve your love.  Our hearts 

are filled with love for you, but we confess we have often loved others more than you.  Our eyes have 

seen your glory, but we confess we have looked at things you forbid.  Our lips praise you, but we 

confess we have spoken evil again and again.  Our sins have only gotten us into trouble.  They have not 

given us the happiness they promised. 

A moment of silence to reflect on our sins  

M: O Lord, remind us that Christ came into the world to free us from the guilt of sin.  Tell us again that 

his life and death cover our sins, all of them.  Hear our prayer as we confess:  

C: Forgive us, dear Father!  

M: Glory to God in the highest!  In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and only Son to 

live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved.  In Christ there is indeed 

peace on earth.  In him God extends his good will to all people.  Because of Christ and by his 

authority, I say to you what God says: In Christ your sins are forgiven! 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

Glory to the new-born King  Amen.  

A moment of silence to reflect on our forgiveness  

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us join in a song of Christmas joy:  

CHRISTMAS CAROL – “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”  (52) 

 

[Next Page] 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON – Isaiah 7:14 / Isaiah 9:6 / John 3:16 / Matthew 2:10,11 … Recitation by Grades 1-4  (Video) 

 

SONG – “How Far Is it to Bethlehem?” … by Grades 1-4  (Video) 

 

TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS CONFESSION OF FAITH 

M: We join in the traditional Christmas Confession of faith. 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ and the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem.  

M: I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose spirit still brings music to people all 

over the world in towns both large and small.  

C: I believe in the One for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and I confess that my 

heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today.  

M: I believe in the One who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never understand; whose 

life was among common people, whose welcome came from people with hungry hearts. 

C: I believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible:  

M: I believe in the One whose cradle was a mother's arms, whose home in Nazareth had love for its only 

wealth, who looked at people and made them see what God's love saw in them, who through love, 

brought sinners back to purity, and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God. 
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C: I confess our ever-lasting need of God:  

M: The need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of new life for empty souls, the need of 

love for hearts grown cold.  

C: I believe in Jesus, the Son of the living God, born in Bethlehem this night, for me and for 

the world.  Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON – Luke 1:26-35 … Recitation by Grades 5+6  (Video) 

 

SONG – “Jesus Is Born, Let the Earth Rejoice” … by Grades 5-8  (Video) 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL – “Angels We Have Heard ion High”  (63) 

 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON – Luke 2:1-20 … Recitation by Grades 7+8  (Video) 

 

SONG – “Away in a Manger” and “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” … by K-4 and K-5  (Video)  
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CHRISTMAS CAROL – “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”  (54) 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS EVE MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARSHALL 

 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

O Prince of Peace, as we kneel in awe next to your manger bed, the angels sang of your birth, and our 

Grade School children and congregation have continued to sing tonight, accept our carols of Christmas 

joy and our songs of praise 

O Lord and King, we thank you for giving your first and best to us in your one and only Son, Jesus.  

You clearly identified your Son as the one to be born of a virgin.  We’re sure that the baby born in 

Bethlehem is the One you promised to send.  You also clearly identified your Son’s purpose - he 

would save his people from their sins. 

O Spirit of God, even though Scripture clearly identified Jesus as Savior, our minds can’t comprehend 

the mystery of these events.  So, we’d ask that you give us the faith to believe those mysteries more 

deeply, feel your grace more strongly and follow you more closely.  Bless our Christmas celebrations, 

so that children and adults are enthusiastic not only to hear, but also to share the story of the manger. 

Private Time for Silent Prayer 

Special Requests 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

 

CAROL ONE – “Silent Night, Holy Night”  (60)  

Silent night!  Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,  

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!  Alles schlaft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute hoch-heilige Paar, Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven a far; Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!  

 

CAROL TWO – “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  (66) 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

CAROL THREE – “Away in a Manger”  (68) 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, And take us to heaven to live with you there. 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas Devotions 

 

 

Did you know that Christmas isn’t a day – it’s a season!  It goes from the birth of Jesus on December 25 until 

the arrival of the Magi on January 6.  Did you also know there’s a religious song to teach the significance of 

our Christian faith?  It’s called “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  You’ve listened to this carol for years and 

wondered what do swimming swans and leaping lords have to do with Christmas? 

Tradition has it that during this time someone wrote “The Twelve Days of Christmas” as a catechism song 

for young Catholics.  It has two levels of meaning – the surface meaning and a hidden meaning known only to 

the Christian.  Each element in the carol was code for a religious concept which the children could remember. 

Why not extend your Christmas celebration a bit and learn the hidden Christian meaning to this song?  We’ll 

be sending out an e-mail each day to those on our church e-mail list.  We’ll also be printing the devotions out 

so you could pick up a booklet of all 12 at church or contact the church and we’ll drop one in the mail for 

you.  It will also be available on our church website: stpaulscudahy.com. 

 


