
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
     Address Correction Requested 

11/29 … 9:30 AM — Advent One:  Jesus Our Prophet  

12/6 … 9:30 AM — Advent Two:  Jesus Our Priest 

12/13 … 9:30 AM — Advent Three:  Jesus Our King 

12/16 … 6:30 PM — Advent Service 

12/20 … 9:30 AM — Sunday School Christmas 

12/20 … 9:30 AM — Advent Four: Jesus Our Savior  

12/24 … 6:30 PM — Christmas Eve Candlelight 

12/25 … 9:30 AM — Christmas Day Song Service 

12/27 … 9:30 AM — Christmas One Worship   

12/31 … 6:30 PM —  New Year’s Eve Candlelight 

1/3 . . . 9:30 AM — Christmas Two Worship  

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. 

O, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  
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Council Meeting Update - December 1 

In Attendance:  Dave Hintz, Pastor Marshall, Don Kolander, Rich Winkler, Ruben Villa, Rory Vircks 

Opened with Bible Study.  MMPS to accept minutes from October 27 meeting. 

Membership Changes: 

    Baptism:  Aki Roepke 11-1-20 

Pastor’s Report:   

WLC Warrior Network, Erin Malsack is our Ambassador.  

First set of cards were mailed out from the St. Paul’s Care Team and calls were made. 

Health Insurance costs from Infinity Health was looked at.  We will be staying with WELS VEBA. 

The new Christian Worship Hymnal was discussed.  It will be available a year from now, Advent 

2021.  An envelope was enclosed in 2021 packet to help with the cost if we would purchase it. 

Worship: Bob Carr 

 Planning to meet with anyone interested from the congregation to get input on the new hymnal.  

School: Don Kolander 

Accreditation went very well.  (See School Notes and News in this Newsletter)  

While we were excited to be recommended for Exemplary Status, there is still a list of things that 

needs to be taken care of.   

The Council thanked Don Kolander for all of his work. In making the process go so smoothly.  

Building & Grounds: Dave Hintz 

Dave is very happy his list now has less than 20 items.  

New Business: 

Discussed eliminating the dedicated accounts that no longer have funds in them and not in use. 

$42,000 was paid out of Ed Siegel Estate for our new Audio /Video System (50% of the cost). The 

balance will be paid from the Helgeson Estate and the Audio/Video Fund in the dedicated accounts.  

We are waiting for the contractor to set up a time to install the system. 

Jason Hahn (electrician) has completed the new light inst5all by changing over all the light switches.  

Jason is also running the electrical for the new A/V system.  We thank him for his work! 

The School Choice Program is a real blessing for us as an outreach tool, sharing Jesus in our 

classrooms, and also financially.  This year with 28 Choice students, St. Paul’s will receive $220,000 

to cover our education costs. 

A congregational survey conducted several years ago was re-visited to discuss ways we can 

continue to improve our ministry and the sharing of the gospel at St. Paul’s,  

Next meeting December 29, Closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:05 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, David Hintz 

Expenses: $ 56,051 / Income: $100,807 

 Doesn’t the income amount stun you?  The answer is simple: God is good!  He has been blessing 

us with consistent gifts from his people.  Those offerings come through envelopes dropped in the 

offering baskets in the back pews of the church, through offering envelopes mailed to church and 

through offerings sent electronically to church.  Thank you for your past, current and continued 

support of the ministry God has given us the privilege to carry out at St. Paul’s.  Half of that 

amount ($55,000) is from the second of our four Choice checks for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 $42,000 was paid to GMK Inc. from the Siegel Estate for 50% of the Audio/Visual Project. 
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS  
 

St. Paul’s Receives Exemplary Accreditation Recommendation 
The WELS School Accreditation (WELSSA) team was at St. Paul’s on November 9 -10 to review the 

academic program of our school. Schools that go through the process can receive accreditation at a 

number of levels: (1) Accreditation with Conditions, (2) Full Accreditation, and (3) Exemplary 

Accreditation. We are excited to report that St. Paul’s Lutheran School is being 

recommended for EXEMPLARY ACCREDITATION by the visiting team. This is the 

highest level of accreditation that WELSSA grants and receiving it is a wonderful 

honor for our school. Working through the accreditation process validates the 

excellent Christian education that is being provided each day at St. Paul’s! Thank you 

to everyone who served on a committee, completed a survey, or who helped in any 

way with the accreditation process. We pray that God will continue to bless the 

efforts of everyone involved with our school! 
 

A Time for Thanksgiving 
There was no school at St. Paul’s on November 26-27 due to the Thanksgiving break. 

Thanksgiving provides us with an opportunity to reflect on all of the blessings that our 

given to us by our gracious and loving God. For almost 125 years, St. Paul’s has been 

blessed to provide Christian education for the students of our school. Having a place 

where students can learn about Jesus each day is truly a blessing to them and to their 

families. We are blessed as a school and as a congregation to live in a country where 

we are able to share the gospel each and every day. Our school has been blessed with 

a wonderful facility and a dedicated staff that contribute to the high level of education that takes place 

each day. It is true that because of COVID-19 there are various things that are not able to take place in 

2020, however, Thanksgiving reminds us to look at what we have and not what we don’t have. As we do 

that, it is easy to see that God’s grace abounds in our lives and school!  
 

SLATE Conference 
Mr. Roepke, Mrs. Janikowski, and Mr. Kolander will attend the annual SLATE Conference. 

SLATE stands for School Leaders Advancing Technology in Education. The conference will 

be held virtually on December 7-9 and was paid for using Title II funds. The sectionals and 

keynotes from the conference will focus on using technology in education and can be 

accessed throughout the month of December! 
 

Celebrating the Savior’s Birth 
Students in grades K4-K5 participated in the Christ Lutheran (Big Bend)"Happy 

Birthday, Jesus” party. The event was livestreamed on Saturday, December 5, from 

11:00-11:30 a.m. The event included a retelling of the Christmas story featuring live 

nativity animals, age-appropriate songs and crafts, and a “Happy Birthday, Jesus!” finale. 

There were suggested activities for families to continue the celebration after the 

event.  
 

Children’s Christmas Service 
Sadly, because of COVID-19, there is not going to be a regular Christmas Eve children’s 
service as has been done at St. Paul’s for many years. The teachers and students will be 

working on producing some videos that can be shown at church during the month of 

December and at Christmas. The videos will include Christmas songs and recitations as the 

children share their joy at the birth of the Savior! 
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“Evidence or Faith?” 

We love to display our favorite nativity sets and sing 

carols about the joy Jesus brought the world at 

Christmastime.  Jesus is the reason we celebrate 

every December 25th.  But do we stop to 

contemplate what this means?  Too often we rush to 

decorate, shop and prepare, but then forget this 

powerful truth: The almighty Son of God, humbled 

Himself to become a helpless baby!  How can we 

comprehend this miracle? 

At some time or another, we’ve 

all experienced moments of 

doubt.  Is it just faith, or is there 

evidence, proof to back up His 

claims?  The Old Testament 

prophets proclaimed the coming 

of a Savior, the Messiah who 

would rescue His people.  Here 

are just 3 Old Testament 

prophecies about the birth of Jesus that are fulfilled in 

the New Testament. 

1. A descendent of Abraham would bless all 

people. 

18 centuries before Christ’s birth, God told Abraham: 

“All peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you” (Genesis 12:3).  Jesus fulfilled this promise as 

shown in Matthew 1:1: “This is the genealogy of Jesus 

the Messiah the Son of David, the son of Abraham.” 

Matthew details the genealogy of Christ from 

Abraham, to Joseph, Mary’s husband and Jesus’ 

mother.  All people on earth are blessed through 

Jesus Christ as He died as a sacrifice for sin, and rose 

to life conquering death.  

2. The Messiah would be born of a virgin. 

Around 700 years before Christ was born, the 

prophet Isaiah said: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call Him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).  Gabriel told 

Mary she would give birth to a son and then she told 

Joseph, her fiancée.  He assumed Mary had been 

unfaithful and planned to end their relationship until 

he had a dream: “An angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 

to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, 

because He will save His people from their 

sins” (Matthew 1:20-22).  As prophesied, the virgin 

Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit.  This event not only 

fulfilled a prophecy … it was a miracle! 

3. The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 

The prophet Micah foretold, “But you, Bethlehem 

Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of 

you will come for me one who will 

be ruler over Israel, whose origins 

are from of old, from ancient 

times” (Micah 5:2).  Before Jesus 

was born, Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that required 

every citizen to register in the 

town of their family origin.  Scripture tells us: “So 

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 

belonged to the house and line of David ... while they were 

there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son” (Luke 2:1-7).  Jesus 

fulfilled this prophecy by being born in Bethlehem. 

Yes, there is evidence to support the claims of Christ.  

What is the probability that one man would fulfill 

these 3 prophecies?  A mathematician, Dr. Peter 

Stoner, once calculated the chance of 8 prophecies 

being fulfilled as 1 in 17 zeros!  Jesus fulfilled over 200 

prophecies.  Dr. Stoner illustrated the chances this 

way: Suppose all of Texas were covered with two feet 

of silver coins with one coin being marked with a red 

dot.  Then a blindfolded man is dropped off and told 

he must pick up the right coin at the first try.  The 

chance of him picking up the coin with the red dot 

would be the same as one man fulfilling just 8 

prophecies. 

The proof that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the Son 

of God, is overwhelming.  We believe Jesus fulfilled 

prophecy because He loves us and came to rescue us 

from sin and death.  And that’s why we love to 

celebrate Christmas every year!  
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Happy Birthday to Our Sisters and Brothers with December Birthdays in the 75+ Club 

Gene Toth ______ December 2 

Ron Bednar ______ December 12 

Kathy Brandt _____ December 23 

Jesus Christ ______ December 25 

Louise Tesmer ____ December 25 

Allen Grambow ___ December 29 

May the Lord bless you, as Moses says in this psalm: 10Our days may come 

to 70 years, or 80, if our strength endures.  12 Teach us to number our days, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  (Psalm 90:10,12) 

 

This book offers hope.  It gives insight and strength to 

people as they deal with this disease and loved ones 

who are affected by it.  In this booklet, Pastor Seefeldt  

provides a starting point for understanding Alzheimer's 

disease along with the hope and strength that only 

God's Word can give.  Moreover, he weaves in  

practical insights into how Alzheimer's affects a family, 

and more important, how family and friends can help 

those diagnosed with Alzheimer's live lives of blessing 

and contentment. While dealing with Alzheimer's is diffi-

cult, this booklet shows how dealing with Alzheimer's 

provides the opportunity for family and caregivers to 

show the extraordinary love motivated by the love that 

God has shown us in Jesus.  He is the source of all love, 

as well as the source of eternal hope.  

Pastor Joel Gaertner, 

 Vice President of Ministry 

The Lutheran Home Association  

Available on the church 

entryway racks! 

Sunday at 8:30 AM (repeated) Monday at 6:30 PM 

Men’s Breakfast at 6:15 AM (1st & 3rd Tuesdays at Andrea’s Restaurant) 

Women’s at 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM (Dorothy Schlueter’s home) 


