
Advent Two – December 6, 2020 – “Prepare a Place for Jesus ... as Your Priest!”

Quick, give me the name of a priest in the Bible … 
any priest Old or New Testament?  Prophet's we 
know.  Kings we know.  But priests?  Did you come 
up with Aaron, Moses' brother?  Or, Zechariah, 
John the Baptist's father?  Or the bad guys at Jesus’ 
trial, Caiaphas and his father-in-law, Annas?

Today’s lesson from Psalm 110, gives us the name 
of another priest.  Maybe you’ve heard of him, 
maybe not.  "The Lord has sworn and will not 
change his mind: you are a priest forever in the 
order of Melchizedek."  Who is Melchizedek?  
We’ll get to him in a little bit.

Let’s start with who this Psalm is referring to.  This 
a prophecy about a priest who is coming.  Our 
Fulfillment Lesson from Hebrews identifies him as 
Jesus, the Son of God.  Jesus is the priest.  But, as 
the Son of David, he’s also a king.  That is a 
surprise.  In the OT, royalty and the priesthood 
were strictly separated.  The kings came from 
David’s family, from the tribe of Judah.  The priests 
came from Aaron’s family, from the tribe of Levi.  
What this means is that Jesus, an extraordinary 
combination of king and priest, won’t be just any 
priest.  That’s why he’s a priest in the order of 
Melchizedek.

Now we can talk about Melchizedek.  Our NT 
reading from Hebrews 4 and 5 had some of the 
details, if you’d read all the way through chapter 
10, you’d find even more details on what it means 
that Christ is a priest in the order of Melchizedek.

Melchizedek is a very mysterious figure in the 
Bible.  He appears in Genesis 14, in connection with 
Abraham.  Abraham was battling a group of kings 
who had attacked his nephew, Lot, and captured 
him.  Abraham led a military assault team to defeat 
this group of kings and rescue Lot.

On his way home from his successful mission, 
Abraham passed by the city of Salem.  
Melchizedek, the King of Salem, and a priest of the 
true God, came out with bread and wine for 
Abraham and his tired and hungry men.  He then 
pronounced this incredible blessing: Blessed be 

Abraham by God Most High, Creator of heaven 
and earth.  And blessed be God Most High, who 
delivered your enemies into your hand.

That’s all we know about him.  We don’t know 
anything about his parents or where he came from.  
We only know he was both a king and a priest.  
He’s unique, one-of-kind.  That’s why Melchizedek 
serves as a picture of Jesus.  Jesus is a in a class all 
by himself.

That’s what God needed, someone who was 
unique, one-of-kind, in a class all by themselves, to 
remove every stain of every sinner’s sin.  God the 
Father would send God the Son to accomplish what 
no human could ever accomplish – your salvation 
and mine.

Every sacrifice for sin offered by the OT priests left 
an indelible mark on the eyes and hearts of the 
people.  Life is in the blood.  Only blood can atone 
for sins.  Only blood removes the stain of sin.  Only 
blood takes away guilt.  A life had to be exchanged 
to cover every sin.

Every OT sacrifice was a reminder again and again 
and again that the One promised would have to 
shed blood to cover sins.

Like the OT priests, our priest, Jesus came to offer a 
sacrifice for sin.  Unlike the OT priests, our priest, 
Jesus offered himself, as the sacrifice for sin.  Jesus 
wasn’t only the Sacrificer; he was also the Sacrifice.  
He needed to be both priest and lamb, since only 
his holy precious blood could remove sin’s stain.

OT laws required a priest to offer sacrifices day-
after-day and year-after-year.  All those millions 
and millions of lambs who were sacrificed pointed 
ahead to a unique, one-of-a-kind sacrifice, a once-
for-all-time sacrifice.  Our priest Jesus offered 
himself as the Lamb of God, once and that was 
enough.  He took away everyone’s sins.  He took 
away your sins and my sins.  

We desperately needed that.  We’ve made such a 
terrible mess of our lives.  We may think we’re not 



that bad compared to a lot of other people, but 
that’s not the standard of comparison, is it?  God’s 
law sets the mark at nothing less than perfection.  
Perfection is the bull’s eye God commands us to 
aim for and to hit with every thought we think, 
every word we utter and every action we perform.

It’s not just that we have failed when we’ve tried to 
hit that mark.  So often we haven’t even tried to 
aim at it.  Instead of God’s will and his ways when it 
comes to making decisions and choices, we opt for 
what will make us happy, successful or popular.  
It’s hard to comprehend how often we are off-
target from the perfection God requires.

Based on what you and I have done, we’ve been 
complete failures.  Like rebellious children, we’ve 
partied while our parents were gone.  How’s God 
going to react when he comes home and judges 
our words and thoughts and actions?  As long as 
our sin sticks to us and stains us, punishment and 
judgment await us.

Our good works can’t cover up those sin stains.  
Our best effort won’t scrub them clean either.  
Whatever ideas may have run through our minds 
because we tried hard and did our best, those are 
just bold-faced lies from the father of lies.

Thank goodness for Jesus.  His sacrifice on the altar 
of the cross removes every stain of every sin no 
matter how big or small.  He carried your sins and 
my sins to that cross, so that it would leave its stain 
on him instead of on us.  Make sure you prepare a 
place for Jesus this Advent season as your priest.

Priests like Melchizedek, Aaron and Zechariah were 
anointed, chosen by God and really had two major 
responsibilities.  They were to offer sacrifices to 
God on behalf of the people.  And, they were to 
offer prayers to God on behalf of the people.

We’ve already covered how our priest Jesus 
offered the sacrifice of himself to God on our 
behalf.  That’s an accomplished fact.  Never needs 
to be done again.

As our priest he also offers prayers and intercedes 
for us before God’s throne.  That’s an ongoing 

promise.  With Jesus as our priest, we can 
approach God because he’s sitting there at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty.  That 
instantly makes it a throne of grace, where 
believers - like you and me - find grace to help us in 
our time of need.  With perfect timing, he presents 
our requests to the Father, with his signature 
attached.

Because of our priest Jesus, God’s throne isn’t 
scary anymore.
 We come confessing our sins ….. he forgives 

us.
 We come pouring out our tears ….. he 

comforts us.
 We come laying down our weaknesses ….. he 

strengthens us.
 We come with our petitions and requests ….. 

he answers us.

We’ll find exactly what we need from him when we 
need it, because who knows us better than he 
does?  In Jesus’ life on earth he took on our human 
nature.  He was tempted in every way just like us.  
Yet he never sinned, not even once.  From 
experience then, he knows what we face and his 
heart sympathizes with us.

The sacrifice our priest Jesus’ offered is finished 
and done.  But he’s still active as our ascended 
Lord.  He’s always on duty to hear our prayers, 
defend us and intercede for us.  He’s called a priest 
forever in our lesson.

And so, each time you’re reminded of the sacrifice 
he made for you.  Each time you offer up a prayer, 
you are Preparing a place in your heart for Jesus, 
your priest.


