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WELCOME 

New Year’s Eve places us squarely on one of life’s crossroads.  We can look back and see our blunders, 

along with our blessings; while at the same time looking ahead and moving forward with confidence for the 

Lord’s faithfulness, forgiveness and fondness will lead us.   

WE WALK INTO DARKNESS 

As we enter God’s House tonight, we walk into darkness, reminding us of the darkness of sin in which we 

were born.  But the light increases as our worship service begins reminding us of Jesus, the Light of the 

World who comes into hearts through Baptism and his Word. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

M:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C: The light no darkness can overcome. 

M:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C: And the day is almost over. 

M:  Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

C: And hear our evening carol of praise. 

 

C: When sin departs before your grace,  (52) 

Then life and health come in its place. 

When sin departs before your grace, 

Then life and health come in its place. 

Angels and saints with joy may sing 

All for to see the new-born King. 

From out of darkness we have light 

Which made the angels sing at night. 

From out of darkness we have light 

Which made the angels sing at night: 

“Glory to God and peace to men 

Now and for-ever-more.  Amen.” 

 

M: We gather to worship on this final day of 2020: 

C: In the name of God the Father, 

M:    whose love never changes; 

C: And in the name of God the Son, 

M:    who is the same yesterday, today and forever; 

C: And in the name of God the Holy Spirit, 

M:    whose work of creating and strengthening faith through Word and Sacrament never changes. Amen. 
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HYMN – “O Trinity Most Blessed Light”  (59l) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Psalm 90) 

M: Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  Relent, O LORD!  How long 

will it be?  Have compassion on your servants.  Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that 

we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for 

as many years as we have seen trouble.  May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to 

their children. 

C: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON – Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

As we end one year and begin another, it’s always good to hear what wise King Solomon 

says about the different times in our lives we’ll be facing over the next 365 days. 

And we face every single one of these “times” with our God at our side. 

M: There is a time or everything, and a season for every activity under heaven; 

C: A time to be born and a time to die, 

M: A time to plant and a time to uproot, A time to kill and a time to heal, 

C: A time to tear down and a time to build, 

M: A time to weep and a time to laugh, A time to mourn and a time to dance, 

C: A time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

M: A time to embrace and a time to refrain, A time to search and a time to give up, 

C: A time to keep and a time to throw away, 

M: A time to tear and a time to mend, A time to be silent and a time to speak, 

C: A time to love and a time to hate, 

M: A time for war and a time for peace. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON – Matthew 7:24-29 

Starting a new year is like starting a building project.  A strong foundation is key 

to the success of the project.  Jesus’ words help us prepare for the New Year. 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 

sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 

with a great crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he 

taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “For Your Mercy and Your Grace”  (Tune: 576) 

 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MESSAGE –   

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, 

mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.  8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they 

will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“A New Year’s Check-Up!” 
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HYMN OF REFLECTION – “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year”  (708) 

 

6) God, Father, Son and Spirit hear! 

To all our pleas incline your ear: 

Upon our lives rich blessing trace 

In this new year of grace! 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

C: Every day I will praise you and your name. 

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the countless gifts of 

grace we have received from you. 

C: You have been faithful to your promises to me. 

M: You make your creation beautiful, you even feed the birds and tell us that we are much more valuable 

than they are to you. 
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C: You know what I need, and you give me good things. 

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself – all these come to us from 

your generous hand.  

C: I thank you for these blessings.  Please continue to give them out of your goodness. 

M: We thank you especially for your Word and Supper, which strengthens our faith, shields us from 

temptation and equips us to serve you and each other.  

C: Increase my commitments to these precious gifts of your grace.  

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  

As you led your people Israel with a cloudy pillar during the day and a fiery pillar during the night, so 

lead us now by the light of your Word into 2021. 

C: I ask these things in the name of my Savior Jesus. 

M: In his name we began this year; in his name we bring it to a close.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: Dear believers, I now ask you in the presence of God, who knows the secrets of our hearts. 

Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God?  Then declare so: 

C: I do confess. 

M: Do you sincerely repent of your sins of thought, word and deed?  Then declare so: 

C: I do repent. 

M: Do you sincerely believe that Jesus’ true body and blood are really present with the bread and wine to 

forgive your sins and strengthen your faith in this sacrament?  Then declare so: 

C: I do believe. 

M: Do you sincerely promise that with the help of the Holy Spirit you will change your sinful life?  Then 

declare so: 

C: I do promise. 

M: Jesus said to his disciples, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.”  Therefore, in the place of and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins: in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: It is in the Sacrament of Baptism that the Lord forgives sin, and the Holy Spirit creates faith in our 

hearts.  It is in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper that the Lord forgives sin, and the Holy Spirit 

strengthens the faith he’s planted in our hearts.  That’s why we want to come frequently to this special 

meal. 

C: “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 

Christ?  And is not the bread that we break a participation in body of Christ?  Because 

there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” 

(1 Corinthians 10:16,17) 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

C: “For whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes.”  (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

 

 

RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING – “The Old Year Now Had Passed Away”  (71) 

 

THE BLESSING 

M: May God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 

let the light of his face shine in your hearts and on your way into 2020.  Amen. 
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RESPONSIVE READING ON THE “LIGHT” 

M: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

C: And God said, “Let there be light!” 

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned. 

C: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome. 

M: When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 

C: Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

M: For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

C: Live as children of light. 

M: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

C: and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 

HYMNS BY CANDLELIGHT 

1) “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”  (69) 

2) “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild”  (366) 

3) “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  (441) 

4) “Abide We Me”  (588) 

SOLO – “Peace, Peace, Peace” by Mike Coulthurst 

Peace, peace, peace on earth. One has come for all. 

God has sent has own to be Our Emmanuel. 

Alleluia! Let us sing Praises to the baby King. 

Peace, peace, peace on earth. Christ has come for all. 

Hope, hope, hope for men. Angels lift their voice. 

Love has come through sacrifice. Let the world rejoice. 

Alleluia! Through a child, Man with God is reconciled. 

Hope, hope, hope for men. Christ has come for all. 

Peace, peace, peace on earth. Christ has come for all. 
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