
December 13, 2020 - Advent 3 - "Prepare a Place for Jesus ... as Your King”

Everyone loves a good laugh.  Everyone 
understands a good laugh because laughter is a 
universal language.  We love to laugh.  We love to 
hear others laugh.  But there’s a brutal flip side to 
laughter.  While we all love to laugh … none of us 
wants to be laughed at.

We still carry those painful memories of being 
laughed at for how we dressed, or walked, or 
talked.  That’s was embarrassing.  So, how would it 
make you feel if God was laughing at you?

Laughter isn’t often mentioned in the Bible.  When 
it is, it’s usually expressing criticism and ridicule, 
not joy.
 People laughed at Jesus when he said Jairus’ 

dead daughter was only sleeping.
 The soldiers and the religious leaders laughed 

at Jesus on the cross.
 The Philistines laughed at blind and weak 

Samson when he stood before them in 
chains.

 Sarah laughed when she was told she’d have a 
son when she turned 90.  Her son was given 
the name Isaac, or laughter, as a reminder.

 God himself laughed at people in the Bible.

One of those places is our lesson from Psalm 2.  It’s 
not funny when God laughs at you.  It’s bad enough 
to have others laugh at you, but it’s the worst 
when God laughs at you.

Our Psalm says: The One enthroned in heaven 
laughs.  What made God laugh?  God had anointed 
and installed his king not just over Israel, but over 
every king and every ruler in the world.

These kings and rulers don’t want him to rule 
them, so they foolishly say: Let’s break these 
chains.  Let’s throw off these shackles.

Sometimes when we hear something absurd or 
ridiculous, we’ll say: Don’t make me laugh.  Earthly 
kings going up against the King of heaven: Don’t 
make me laugh.  Creatures thumbing their noses at 
the King of creation: Don’t make me laugh.

Are proud rulers and rebellious nations in our 
world still making God laugh?  They may think 
there is a struggle for superiority.  God is still on his 
throne, and he lives and reigns and says: Don’t 
make me laugh.

Could God be saying the same thing to us?  We go 
about our daily chores and on our merry way 
without even thinking about the One who made us 
and breathed life into us.  Is God laughing at us?  
On our confirmation day we promised to faithfully 
stand on God’s promises even if it meant dying.  Is 
God laughing at us?  We get up each day without 
thanking him for the day he has made.  Is God 
laughing at us?  We get up each day without 
thanking him for the previous night’s sleep.  Is God 
laughing at us?

There’s a sinful independent streak in each of us 
that makes us want to do our own thing, to rule 
our own life and ignore God.  Whether we ignore 
him on purpose or by accident – doesn’t matter, 
we’re still acting like we’re in control and he’s not.  
Yes, God is laughing at us.

Thankfully, he’s patiently promised: I have 
installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.  A 
king has been promised.  Let’s see if we can figure 
out who this king is?

First of all, you should know … he wants to be your 
king.  He’s a gentle King.  He comes with his deeds 
and what he’s done, instead of his demands and 
what you’re to do.  He quietly entered this world to 
defeat your enemies.  He’s a gracious King.  He 
refuses to forget you, because he calls you his very 
own.  He refuses to remember when you didn’t 
think of him as the king of your heart and life.  He’s 
a gift-carrying King … bringing forgiveness free of 
charge, and freedom at no cost to you.

Have you figured out who this king is?  Another 
Psalm, Psalm 24, supplies the answer: The Lord 
Almighty is the King.  Was that your answer too?



We've taken a peek at our King, Jesus.  Now let’s 
get the full picture so together we can Prepare a 
Place for Jesus ... as our KING!

Last week, I had asked if you knew the names of 
any priests?  Knowing we’d be talking about kings 
this week in our Advent series, did you come up 
with any names of kings?  Who were they?  David, 
Solomon, maybe Saul - the big three!  Maybe evil 
Ahab or Herod, or faithful Josiah or Hezekiah.  Or 
Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king in the story 
of the 3 men in the fiery furnace, or Darius, the 
Persian king in the story of Daniel in the lion’s den.

Not only do we know more kings, but we’re more 
familiar with the job of a king than either a prophet 
or a priest.
 A king rules the people of his kingdom.
 A king makes laws and passes down royal 

decrees.
 A king fights for his people by leading them into 

battle, or defending his nation’s borders 
against enemies.

We read a prophecy about a king in Psalm 2.  Jesus 
is the king who fights your battles and contend 
with your enemies.  With a King like Jesus, victory is 
always certain.  Defeat is only in his royal 
vocabulary to refer to his enemies and yours.  
Check out this impressive list of victories your King 
has racked up for you:

He defeated SIN!  Jesus left his throne in heaven to 
enter this world and live as a human.  He wrestled 
with sin like you do; but he came out victorious 
every time.  He didn't cave in to temptation, not 
even once.  Sure, you still sin, plenty of times every 
day, but with your King’s victory over sin on the 
cross, you have the forgiveness necessary to cover 
every one of your sins.

He defeated DEATH!  That’s not the kind of death 
when your heart stops pumping and your soul and 
body separate.  That’s the physical death we’ll all 
die.  No, this is the kind of death where your soul is 
separated from God.  That’s spiritual and eternal 
death.  Since your King removed the poison from 
death' s sting, you no longer have to fear 
separation from God, ever.  And one day your body 

will be raised on the glorious last day, never to die 
again.

He defeated SATAN!  The "Old Evil Foe" has been 
badly beaten by the "Valiant One whom God 
himself elected."  Already in the Garden of Eden, 
God promised that this King would crush Satan’s 
conniving head.  That's the whole reason for 
Christmas - to destroy the devil's work.  Your King’s 
empty Easter tomb is all the proof you need.

Here’s a comforting thought: Your enemies also 
have an enemy.  King Jesus, who fights for you.  
Because he fought for you on the cross and will 
continue to fight for you each day in every way, 
he’s earned another title.  In fact, he got it tattooed 
on him.  Revelation 19 tells us: On his thigh he has 
this name written: King of kings.

The King of kings is your king!  What he won in 
those cage matches against sin, death and Satan 
can be summed up in one word: Salvation.  All your 
damning sins and guilt have been removed and 
replaced with his perfect life.  God doesn’t see your 
sins, he only sees the perfection your King supplies 
to you by faith.

From the moment you wake up until you lay your 
head back on your pillows you are under his 
protection.  And even when your eyes close in 
sleep, the watchful eyes of your King never will.

Mighty King Augustus, Caesar Augustus, under 
whose reign Jesus was born, is gone and forgotten; 
but the baby born in Bethlehem's manger still lives 
and reigns in your heart through his Word.  That 
makes you a member of his royal family and heir to 
the throne.


