
Advent 4, 2020 - "Prepare a Place for Jesus ... as Your SAVIOR."

“He crushed it!”  That’s what someone says when 
a baseball or a golf ball flies far and never seems 
to land.  “She crushed it!”  That’s what a person 
says when they have done something very, very 
well … like: a job interview, a DIY project at 
home, an assignment at school, or a task at work.

Today’s prophecy takes us back almost to the 
beginning.  Our lesson is Genesis 3, and if we 
backed up to Genesis 1, it’d be unanimous, we’d 
all agree: “He crushed it.”  We’re talking about 
God’s own DIY project during creation’s week.  
After 6, normal 24-hour days, he describes his 
finished product as “Very good.”

God had created Adam and Eve, the crown of his 
creation, to be like him.  They didn’t look like 
God, but they were holy and sinless like God.  He 
gave them authority over everything else he had 
made.

How could our first parents thank their Creator 
for the wonderful world, the perfect paradise he 
placed them in?  He provided the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil for them.  He told 
them not to eat from it.  Each day they obeyed 
their God’s command, they were showing him 
their heart of thankfulness and love.  This was a 
perfect relationship of thankfulness and love 
between them and God.

Someone is not happy about it, and wants to 
breakup this relationship.  We’d expect that from 
someone whose name means “enemy.”  Satan 
would use a snake to lie to Eve in an attempt to 
get her to doubt God’s love.  Eve takes a bite, 
then Adam.  They both deliberately disobey God.  
No longer were they holy like God.  No longer 
were they friends of God.  They thought they 
could hide their sin, their guilt and their shame – 
things they’d never experienced before – by 
hiding from God.

The Lord came to walk and talk with them, just 
like he had been in the habit of doing for quite 
some time.  And he graciously calls out: “Where 
are you?”  Sure, the all-knowing God knew, but 
he wants Adam to come clean and confess.  Like 
when you ask: “Who broke this?” to the only 
other person in the house with you.

It didn’t take long for Adam’s sinful heart to 
make up excuses: “I was afraid … I was naked,” 
and play the blame-game: “It’s Eve’s fault … It’s 
your fault - you gave her to me.”

“I can’t help myself.  That’s just the way I am.”  
Ever use that excuse?  You’re blaming God just 
like Adam did.  He’s the one who made you.  “So 
and so made me so angry.”  That excuse blames 
others.  It’s easy for parents to blame each other 
and children to hide behind excuses.

Since we inherited Adam and Eve’s sinful nature, 
our natural reaction as a sinner is to run and hide 
from God.  Satan tries to get us to think we can 
get away with it.  But it’s impossible to hide from 
God, isn’t it?  We know that personally from 
experience.  God comes looking for us when we 
sin, like he did with Adam and Eve.  Or, he sends 
someone to come looking for us, like he did with 
King David.

Adam and Eve admit their sin and know they 
deserve to be punished.  But they know the 
Lord’s mercy.  The Lord hadn’t spoken his good 
news promise of mercy yet.  Before the Lord can 
comfort sinners like us with his promise of 
mercy, he must first show us how helpless our 
sin makes us, and that we can’t hide behind 
excuses and blaming others.

God comes to Adam and Eve in our lesson, 
immediately after they ate from the one tree he 
specifically told them hands off.  Once he found 
them, instead of unleashing his anger on them, 



he cursed the serpent, in v.14, God’s creature 
that Satan had dragged into his diabolical plan.

Then in v.15, he promised someone “who will 
crush it,” when it comes to being the Savior.  And 
finally, this Savior “He’ll crush it,” explaining what 
he’ll do to Satan’s head in order to rescue 
sinners.

Let’s take v.15 apart.  The Lord promises Satan: “I 
will put enmity between you and the woman.”  
Satan had gotten Eve to trust him as a friend.  
That made her God’s enemy.  In order to put an 
end that relationship, the Lord would need to put 
enmity – hatred - between Eve and Satan.

As this promise continues to unfold, it becomes 
clear this isn’t intended only for Satan and Eve: 
“And between your offspring and hers.”  Satan’s 
offspring are unbelievers.  All those who are on 
Satan’s side and follow him.  All those who don’t 
trust in God.  Eve’s offspring are believers.  All 
those who are on God’s side and follow him.  All 
those who trust in God.

How or when would these things happen?  The 
Lord offers the first of many, many promises of a 
Savior: “He will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel.”  An offspring of the woman will 
destroy Satan’s power, but he’ll get wounded in 
the fight.

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.  
There’s one word in this verse that changed 
human history.  One word that reveals God’s 
saving plan.  One word that assures you are 
God’s friend not his enemy.  The most significant 
word in Genesis 3:15 is a 2-letter word.  It’s the 
word “HE.”  Satan, while you injure his heel, “HE 
is going to crush” your head.  “HE” is the whole 
point of the Bible!  “HE” is our very first glimpse 
of the Gospel.

Adam and Eve trusted that “HE” would come and 
do as the Lord promised, although they didn’t 

know his name.  No one knew his name until the 
angel told Joseph what they should name their 
son.  You know who this person is.  It’s Jesus.  We 
heard that fulfillment in our Matthew 1 lesson.  
“HE” is the almighty Son of God, born in 
Bethlehem to the virgin Mary, as promised.

Eden was a beautiful place.  Eden means 
“pleasure.”  It wasn’t only a place of pleasure, it 
was also a place Adam and Eve, the first people 
could walk and talk with God.  Once they sinned, 
they lost all of it.  Then God came with his 
promise.  Eventually, Jesus, the promised Savior, 
came.  He would introduce us to a different 
garden.  Do you remember the name of that 
Garden?  Gethsemane – very good!

The first garden – Eden, became the symbol of 
what had been lost through sin.  The second 
garden – Gethsemane, became the symbol of the 
war Jesus waged and won for every soul.

As the Savior, Jesus would have to crush Satan’s 
power.  Since Satan’s power rested in sin, Jesus 
would have to pay the full price.  There are no 
discounts when it comes to your sin and your 
soul.  The full price included a spotless life lived 
as your substitute.  The full price also included an 
innocent life offered on the cross as punishment 
for your sin.

Satan convinced everyone that Mary’s son and 
God’s Son should be put to death.  Jesus died on 
a cross.  Since Satan hit Jesus with his best shot 
that meant victory for Satan and the agony of 
defeat for Jesus.

But all that really happened - Jesus was injured 
for moment.  Jesus destroyed the devil’s power.  
To prove “He crushed it,” 3 days later, the one 
born in Bethlehem came back to life.  Then he 
descended into hell not to suffer but to take a 
victory lap in Satan’s own backyard.

Jesus, “crushed it!” as your Savior.  And he shares 
his victory with you.  Believe it!  Trust in him!


