
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
     Address Correction Requested 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to persever-

ance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.  

During these first 7 weeks of the New Year, we’ll be taking one of these 7 Christian qualities, and focus on it 

in worship.  Attach this Newsletter to your fridge, or pull it up on your computer each week so you can inten-

tionally choose ways to express this attribute.  Peter even adds this guarantee: “For if you possess these 

qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:5-8). 

(1/3) Goodness … To choose to let God define for me what is right, how to treat people and what is valuable.  The 

practical side is to not only think about what Jesus would do, but to do what Jesus commands. 

(1/10) Knowledge … To choose to gain insight into God's ways by reading my Bible, attending a Bible Class, listening 

to the sermon.  Then taking that knowledge and using it in practical day-to-day ways. 

(1/17) Self-control … To choose to fight my sinful appetites, cravings and impulses.  Caving in to sin today, makes 

me even weaker tomorrow.  Choosing to say no to Satan today, makes me stronger to say no tomorrow. 

(1/24) Perseverance … To choose to not give up.  It makes a promise to God and keeps it.  The Christian life is not 

a single battle but a long war.  It patiently pushes ahead in the service of Christ regardless of what life brings. 

(1/31) Godliness … To choose.an attitude of respect for his will and ways, and worship him for his greatness and 

goodness.  He's at the center of everything I do and the reason for everything I don't do. 

(2/7) Mutual Affection … To choose to feel so close to other believers that I think of them as sisters or brothers in 

a caring spiritual family.  Talk is cheap.  Caring in plain sight is a powerful outreach magnet.  

(2/14) Love … To choose to love someone regardless of whether I feel like loving them or not. ·1 love that person 

even if they don't deserve to be loved.  Love is a choice that I make with my head, and not my heart. 

Our New Year’s Eve message centered on the words from First Peter below.  God 

wants us to know that we can either choose to grow in our faith, or choose to de-

cline.  God wants us to know that as we express the 7 Christian attributes listed be-

low in our daily lives, we not only please God, they also make our lives better. 
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Council Meeting Update - December 29 

Meeting began with a 19-minute Bible Study  

Present: Dave Hintz, Rich Winkler, Bob Carr, Rory Vircks, Don Kolander, Pastor Marshall. 

Excused: Ruben Villa, Mike Fairbanks 

MMSP to accept minutes of last meeting 

MMSP to Transfer Molly Zajac to Atonement Lutheran Church in Plano, TX 

Pastor’s Report: 

• Gene Gillette passed away on Nov 26, but the family is waiting until summer for the funeral. 

• Jill Honeck’s funeral was conducted here on December 4 by her pastor from Epiphany Lutheran in 

Racine.  Jill’s family asked if her funeral could be conducted here since St. Paul’s was Jill’s home 

church growing up and St. Paul’s could have a larger group gather than her home church.  

• A second set of cards has been mailed by St. Paul’s Care Team. 

• “Wisco Sunday,” a way to keep Wisco before our members, will be Jan. 31. Preacher: Heath Butler. 

• Since the weather has gotten too cold for pastor to greet people outside following the service, he 

will greet people as he ushers them out, following our usual pattern of starting from the back.  

Financial Report: see report on p.5. 

Principal’s & School Board Reports: Don Kolander 

The Accreditation Team recommended that our school should form an Appeals Committee as a way 

for parents to appeal the School Boards decision when a student has been expelled.  

Worship Report: Bob Carr 

Looking to gather 5-6 people to discuss the new hymnal (due out in November 2021) and keep the 

congregation informed. 

Properties Report: Dave Hintz 

• Cameras have been installed.  We’re working through some hiccups as we begin the exciting task of 

Live-Streaming Worship.  There’s a learning curve.  Please be patient.  (Waiting for Video Walls) 

• A quote to install air conditioning in the church came in between $85-90,000 for a 40 ton unit. 

• Conrad-Schmitt Church Interiors, who installed our colored glass windows 52 years ago, was 

contacted about expanding our entryway and displaying our colored glass windows in places that 

would be viewed by more people.  They are working on some suggestions.  

New Business: 

Housing allowances for our called workers for tax purposes was established.  (This is not salary.)   

• Under provisions of Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code, the “Ministers of the Gospel” listed 

below may have a portion of their compensation designated as a parsonage allowance.  The amount 

indicated shall be the designated parsonage allowance for the year 2021 and all future years unless 

otherwise provided.  Should any of the workers listed be provided with a home, they shall have the 

rent-free use of the home for the year 2021 and all future years unless otherwise provided.  

Tammy Smukowski  $32,000  /  Kathy Freudenwald  $15,000  /  Kelly Ubl  $18,000  /  Janise 

Janikowski  $24,000  /  Will Roepke  $24,000  /  Don Kolander  $10,400  /  Pastor Marshall  $24,000 

Mid-year changes in personnel, delayed changes, and other unexpected contingencies: “40% (or 

specific $ amount) of the salary of every called worker on staff, regardless of when hired, is hereby 

designated as a housing allowance for the current and all future years, unless otherwise specifically 

provided.” 

• Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 26 at 6:00 PM  /  Meeting Closed at 7:30 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted: David Hintz 
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS  
 

Happy New Year 

It is hard to believe that we have already reached the new year. I’m guessing that most people would agree 

that 2020 had its challenges as we dealt with the COVID-19 virus. As we look ahead to 2021, it is hard to 

know what is in store for us as a congregation and school. Will we be able to continue face-to-face classes 

each day? Will our students be able to sing as a class in church for Sunday worship or at Easter? Nobody 

really knows what the new year will bring. We do however know that our loving and gracious God will 

continue to bless his work of Christian education at St. Paul’s as he has done for almost 125 years! God 

reminds us quite often in his Word that we have nothing to fear, because he is always with us. As 2021 

begins, we can be sure that it will include its own set of challenges, however, take heart in knowing that 

those challenges can be met with God by our side for with him all things are possible! 
 

School Choice 

The School Choice enrollment periods for the 2021-2022 school year begin on February 1. 

Families interested must complete an online application by going to the Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction website. Additional information and links to the 

important information can be found on our school website. Families can enroll during 

February, March and April. 
 

Accreditation Update 

Schools that receive accreditation through WELSSA are required to make improvements each year based 

upon the recommendations of the visitation team. Various groups within the church and school have begun 

the process of improvement. Initially, the recommendations have been divided into six categories to help 

organize our efforts. The categories include (1) building & maintenance, (2) congregational responsibilities, 

(3) curriculum/instruction, (4) school board & policies, (5) communication, and (6) the principal. Working 

through the various areas will help us to continue to strengthen the overall program of Christian education 

that is provided by St. Paul’s as we continue to share Jesus with our students! 
 

Philosophy of Religion 

At St. Paul’s Lutheran School, God’s Word is read, studied, interpreted and applied to the lives of the 
children. Through their study of God’s Word, students learn that they are a precious creation of a loving 

heavenly Father, that they are sinful, and that through Jesus they have the hope and assurance of eternal life. 

They will learn from their study of God’s Word how they can live as God’s precious children on earth. They 

will learn the essential teachings of the Bible as summarized in the Small Catechism by Dr. Martin Luther.  
 

Calendar 

1/4  Classes Resume … 1/13 Principals’ Conference … 1/15 End of First Semester … 1/18 No School 

Happy Birthday to Our Sisters and Brothers with January Birthdays in the 75+ Club 

Bruce Buschke ______ January 5 

Marian Koporetz ____ January 16 

Carolyn Roebke _____ January 16 

Helga Schulz ________ January 23 

Barb Stack _________ January 25 

Gary Roebke _______ January 31 

May the Lord bless you, as Moses says in this psalm: Our days may come to 70 years, or 80, if our 

strength endures.  Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  (Ps. 90:10,12) 
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“Don’t Be Afraid!” 

“Don’t be afraid!”  That’s one of the most 

common phrases in the Bible.  81 times, 

"Don't be afraid!" was spoken by God, or 

one of his angel messengers.  The shepherds on 

Christmas evening heard those words and so 

did the women on Easter morning.  They were 

spoken to scared and frightened people. 

Scared and frightened 

people … there seems to 

be a lot of that going 

around lately.  There’s 

violence and exploding vans 

in our cities.  There’s 

Covid-19 and the lingering 

results of the election.  

Not to mention, the 

concerns we may have for 

our own health, or for the 

health of our loved ones.  

Nerves are also frayed 

when it comes to our own 

finances.  How much 

stimulus money will we get, if and when it is 

sent out? 

As hard as it to believe, there’s an even 

bigger reason to have fears.  Our sinful nature 

is terrified of God's anger at our sins.  

Therefore, for all the reasons just listed, the 

Bible repeatedly (81 times) says: “Don’t be 

afraid!”  The Bible also offers a remedy to 

fear: "Perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 

4:18).  It certainly did in the person of Jesus.  

Jesus' perfect love led him to set out on a 

rescue mission for sinners in this world 

(Bethlehem’s manger).  Jesus demonstrated his 

perfect love with the life he lived in our place, 

the death he died to take away our sins 

(Calvary’s cross) and his resurrection to life 

(Easter’s tomb).  What drives out fear?  

Keeping our eyes on Jesus. 

Do you remember when the disciples were 

caught in that storm on the Sea of Galilee?  

They were terrified.  They were sure they were 

going down with their boat.  Out of nowhere 

Jesus appeared to them and told them: “Don’t 

be afraid!” as he walked through the 

hurricane winds and on top of the huge waves 

(Matthew 14:27).  Peter climbed out of the boat 

and as long as he kept his 

eyes on Jesus, he was able to 

walk on the water, too.  But 

when the winds and waves 

distracted him, you know 

what happened?  He sank 

like a rock. 

As we enter 2021, it’s 

critical that we don’t take 

your eyes off Jesus, either.  

We’ve actually gotten into 

the habit of it.  For the past 

5 weeks we’ve stared at him 

in the manger.  In a little 

while we'll stare at him on the cross during the 

6 weeks of Lent.  Keep your eyes on Jesus!   

Our Lord’s given us a mission: to share his 

forgiveness and fear-defeating love with others.  

Each of us needs to continue to share the good 

news about Jesus with our families and friends.  

Invite them to in-person worship, or steer 

them to our website so they can watch our 

worship LIVE! 

 We don't know what 2021 holds for us, 

our families, or our church family, but we do 

know who holds us every day of our existence.  

He’s our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.  That’s 

the reason can say: “Don’t Be Afraid!” 

 Keeping our eyes on Jesus together, 

Pastor Marshall 
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Expenses: $ 71,381.59 / Income: $65,271.65 

We have to pause first of to say: “Thanks be to God!”  He is blessing us in amazing ways. 

1)  We received a $10,000 gift from a former member (who wishes to remain anonymous).  They 

only asked that the gift be shared with as many people as possible.  So, the Church Council 

approved turning some of the gift into “A Christmas Gift” for each of our St. Paul’s Faculty and 

Staff as a way of showing appreciation for the challenges these past 8 months have posed for all 

of them.  The rest of the gift will go for the Audio/Video Project which impacts people each 

week. 

2)  Over the past 6 months, we have had a variety of expenses … some unexpected, some long 

overdue, some necessary but not included in the budget.  These expenses totaled about 

$40,000.  All of these commitments were met without borrowing a penny from savings.  It 

came out of our checking, all of it …. And here’s the gracious hand of God …. 

3)  We currently have $90,000 in checking because our God generous and so are the hearts of his 

people. 

 

 

One of the most important ways to keep our eyes on Jesus is through worship.  From March 

through May (when we couldn’t gather for worship), we were blessed to have Eric and Megan 

Marshall record and then edit a weekly worship service that could be watched in our homes.  

Special thanks to all the singers who gathered each week to record the hymns that were plugged 

those into those services. 
 

From June until mid-December (when we could gather for worship in limited numbers), Eric and 

Megan were recording our Thursday evening service.  That recording was downloaded on our 

website to be watched on Sunday morning at 9:30 AM in our 

homes.  Special thanks to our Website Team of Dan and Melissa 

Tomczyk.  They’ve made sure our recorded services have been 

available each week since March. 
 

As of Sunday, December 20, our services have been LIVE-

streamed.  Three cameras were installed in the church (part of 

our new audio/visual project) and are now operating.  If you go to 

our church website (stpaulscudahy.com) you can watch worship 

LIVE right along with those attending 9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Worship Service, or any of our Special Services!  If you aren’t able 

to watch live, you can always view at a time convenient to you. 
 

Cameras are just a part of the new audio/visual project.  As soon as the cameras came in, our 

contractor installed them, thinking we’d like to use them for our Christmas Services.  We are still 

waiting for the other part – the Video Walls (screens on which we can project our worship ser-

vices).  We thank you for your patience as we learn how to use our new equipment. 

New at St. Paul’s … LIVE-Streaming of Our Worship Services! 


