
February 7, 2021 – “Brotherly Kindness” – Galatians 6:10 

 
Back in the 60’s, songs were often released on a 
small vinyl record called a 45.  It only had 2 songs - 
one song on each side.  The hit song was on side 
“A.”  Another song, what the record industry called 
a “space-filler” was on side “B.”  They really 
wanted to get the hit song out, so they’d pretty 
much toss anything on side “B.” 
 
One of the best-known songs of the 60’s was a “B” 
side song.  Why am I taking you back in time on this 
walk down memory lane?  That song has meaning 
for us today.  That song was: “He ain’t heavy … 
He’s my brother,” by The Hollies 
 
The original name of this song came from a 
Vietnam War photo where an American solider is 
carrying a Vietnamese man on his shoulders.  A 
journalist had asked the soldier if he’d been 
carrying the man very far, and the soldier smiled at 
the camera and said: "He ain’t heavy!  He’s my 
brother!" 
 
That’s the point we want to make today as we talk 
about – Philadelphia, no, not the city, but the 
Greek word that means “Brotherly Kindness.”  
“Brotherly Kindness” is the Christian quality we’re 
to show to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
As Christians, our shared faith in Jesus means we’re 
spiritual relatives in God’s family.  We help each 
other — in good times and bad — like a family 
does, so we can keep our eyes on the prize … keep 
our faith focused on Jesus. 
 
Since the new year started, we’ve been working 
our way through the 7 Christian qualities the 
Apostle Peter identifies in his Second Epistle.  To 
help us get a handle on today’s Christian quality, 
we read from Peter’s friend and fellow Apostle – 
Paul.  This is what Paul wrote to the Galatians and 
to us: Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let 
us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers. 
 
Paul has a basic pattern he follows in his letters.  
He explains, often in a variety of ways, that we’re 
saved entirely by the finished work of Jesus Christ.  

And we receive credit for Jesus’ finished work – his 
life perfectly lived and his death innocently died – 
by believing in Jesus.  I know you’ve heard it 
before, but it’s good news and it bears repeating: 
We’re saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
So now, as Paul winds down his letter to the 
Galatians and gets ready to sign off, he gives this 
encouragement to people with a spiritual outlook 
created by this good news: “Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers.”  As a child of God, we do good not 
because we have to, but because we get to.  Yes, 
God wants us to serve everyone, but Paul goes out 
of his way to explain that we’re to go out of our 
way to do good to those who belong to our family, 
as fellow believers.  Just like that American soldier 
carrying his friend, as Christians we can’t ignore the 
needs of our Christian brothers and sisters. 

 
While we know this, none of us are perfect.  I 
continue to sin every day of my life.  You do too.  
We both fight it, but Satan is so powerful.  We also 
know that while our sins deserve death and hell, 
Jesus has given us life and heaven instead.  That’s 
why once adopted into God’s family, we are 
responsible for others in God’s family.  That’s why 
our attitude should also be: “He ain’t heavy!  He’s 
my brother!” 
 
Today is Superbowl Sunday.  You didn’t think I’d 
miss an opportunity to inject sports into my 
sermon, did you?  Dan Marino – the Hall of Fame 
quarterback for the Miami Dolphins, made it to a 
Superbowl in only his second season in the NFL.  He 
lost Superbowl 19, but he wasn’t devastated.  That 
season, he had thrown for 5,000 yards.  The first 
time it ever happened.  He was only 24 years old.  
He’d certainly make it back to the Superbowl.  In 
1999, after 15 years in the NFL, Dan Marino retired.  
He never made it back to the Superbowl.  He often 
said: “Looking back, if I knew that was going to be 
my only Superbowl, I would have appreciated it 
more.  I would have made the most of my 
opportunity. 



 
Have you made the most of your opportunities to 
express “Brotherly Kindness” among those who are 
your spiritual relatives in the family of God?  It’s 
safe to say we’ve all had opportunities that we’ve 
missed.  Too many to count.  Opportunities at 
school, at work, at home, in a relationship.  Just like 
Dan Marino, we haven’t always made the most of 
our opportunities. 
 
Perhaps you’ve come to realize that “Brotherly 
Kindness” isn’t automatic.  If it were, Peter 
wouldn’t have had to command us to pursue it, in 
both his first and second epistles.  And Paul 
wouldn’t have had to command several of his 
congregations – like this one in Galatia – to pursue 
it, either. 
 
Sin hasn’t only done damage to our connection 
with God, it’s also damaged our connection with 
each other.  When the devil tempts you to be 
selfish, to grow tired of helping others, take a good 
long look at the cross of Jesus.  Jesus has made the 
most of every opportunity to show you love and 
kindness and forgiveness.  And let’s be honest, he’s 
had many, many, many opportunities to forgive us.  
So, we thank him by doing good to others. 
 
When God gives you the opportunity to help 
others, make the most of it by … giving blood … 
volunteering … helping your neighbor … shoveling 
down the block … picking up groceries.  Make the 
most of those opportunities even when … your 
husband is grouchy, your parents are unfair, your 
boss yells at you. 
 
When a person comes to faith in Christ, they not 
only have a connection to Jesus, but they also have 
a connection with those who share a connection 
with Jesus Christ.  That’s why we need to practice 
and preserve this “Brotherly Kindness,” and pay 
special attention to those who belong to the family 
of believers. 
 
Ideally, we want to be a blessing to them as much 
as they are a blessing to us.  Because of our shared 
relationship with Christ “Brotherly Kindness,” can 
be sensed even though two believers may have 
never met before.  I can’t tell you how many times 

people have shared this same experience with me.  
They moved away from the area and from their 
church home.  They moved to a place where they 
didn’t know a soul.  They felt alone.  But once they 
found one of our WELS churches in their new 
community, they found something special.  Even 
though they were complete strangers, they were 
made to feel welcomed and at home.  “Brotherly 
Kindness” was evident through the shared 
connection to Jesus Christ.  They were family. 
 
Philadelphia is the “Kindness” one believer in Christ 
has for those who are their spiritual relatives.  It’s 
based on what we share, what we have in common 
– faith in our Savior Jesus. 
 
“Brotherly Kindness” is easy to see.  That’s what 
drew coverts to the early Christian Church, in spite 
of their different cultures and backgrounds.  You 
can’t fake Philadelphia.  Genuine “Kindness” 
demonstrated publicly may the most powerful 
outreach magnet there is for people whose lives 
have been crushed by the selfishness and cruelty of 
others.  Jesus own words to his disciples in our 
Gospel still ring true: “By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.’’ 
 
After a Hall of Fame career, Dan Marino didn’t have 
many regrets, but the one thing that at times keeps 
him up at night is the missed opportunity of 
another Superbowl.  Maybe some of our own 
missed opportunities to express “Brotherly 
Kindness” keep you up at night and bring with it 
feelings of guilt.  Stop that!  God has forgiven you.  
From now on - make the most of your 
opportunities - especially among those who share 
your special connection by faith to Jesus. 

 
“He Ain’t Heavy!  He’s My brother!”  The next time 
you hear that song, think Philadelphia, “Brotherly 
Kindness.” 
 


