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The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord 

April 4, 2021 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, we 

welcome you to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on this Easter morning!  We pray that the message of Jesus’ 

resurrection from the dead fills your heart with faith in Christ and confidence in his gracious gifts of forgiveness, 

salvation and eternal life. 

 

SPECIAL SELECTION – “He Is Risen”  by the St. Paul’s Easter Singers 

 

HYMN – “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  (157) 

1) Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 

2) Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 

3) But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 

4) Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 
INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

RESURRECTION COMFORT 

M: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: This is the day the Lord has made. 

C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 

M: I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. 

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Exodus 15:1-2 

C: Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song. Psalm 95:2 
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SONG OF PRAISE –  “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” Saints on earth and angels say;    (149) 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, O heav’ns, and earth, reply. 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo, our sun’s eclipse is o’er; Lo, he sets in blood no more. 

 

M: I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. Psalm 118:17
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

M: The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power.  The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy. 

In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him. Exodus 15:6-7 

C: Death has been swallowed up in victory. 1 Corinthians 15:54
 

M: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 1 Corinthians 15:55, 57 

C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Revelation 7:10 

C: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise! Revelation 5:12 

 

SONG OF PRAISE –  Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids his rise; Christ has opened paradise. 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to you by both be giv’n! 

God has now fulfilled his Word; Praise the resurrected Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened 

the gate to eternal life.  Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in 

newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 25:6-9 Christ’s resurrection removes the shroud of death.  

6  On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of 

aged wine — the best of meats and the finest of wines.  7  On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that 

enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8  he will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign 

LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.  The 

LORD has spoken.  
9  In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us.  This is the 

LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 15:19-26  Christ’s resurrection gives certain hope for this life and the next. 

19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  

21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  22 For as 

in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him.  24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 

the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.  25 For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL SELECTION – “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made!” – by the St. Paul’s School Easter Singers  (Video) 

 
GOSPEL – Mark 16:1-8 Victory made certain by the resurrection 

M: The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 16: 

 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

look at the tomb.  
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 

tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white 

as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified.  6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.  7 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There 

you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”  

 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 

me.” 

 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “Awake, My Heart with Gladness”  (156) 

1) Awake, my heart, with gladness! See what today is done;  

Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun.  

My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made  

When to the realms of light  Our spirit wings its flight. 
 

2) The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb.  

But lo, he now is routed; His boast is turned to gloom.  

For Christ again is free; In glorious victory  

He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the grave. 
 

3) This is a sight that gladdens — What peace it does impart!  

Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart.  

No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take  

The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won. 
 

4) He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold, 

Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold: 

“Who there my cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared; 

Who there with me has died Shall here be glorified.” 

 

EASTER MESSAGE – Job 19:25-27 

25 As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.   
26 Then, even after my skin has been destroyed, nevertheless, in my own flesh I will see God. 
27 I myself will see him.  My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger.  My emotions are in turmoil 

within me. 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE – “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”  (152) 

1) I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living Head! 
 

2) He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save. 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 
 

5) He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears. 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 
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7) He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death. 

He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8) He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: “I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

SPECIAL SELECTION – “I Will Rise”  by the St. Paul’s Easter Singers 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Jesus is Lord over sin, death and the devil. Let us come before him confessing our sins, seeking his 

gracious forgiveness.  With sincere hearts and minds let us confess our sins.  Lord Jesus Christ, you are 

the Victor over death and the grave.  ln wondrous love for us you rose from the tomb.  Yet, Lord, our 

love and devotion to you is often anything but wondrous. 

C: We confess, Lord, that we often live only for ourselves.  We neglect to live for you and 

others. 

M: We are trapped in the tombs of self-centeredness.  We need the power of your forgiveness.  Roll 

away the stone of sin and crush the hardness of our hearts. 

C: Forgive us!  Let us die to sin.  Make us alive in you, through your resurrection!  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Jesus has carried our sins in his own body.  His sacrifice is complete and full.  He has won the victory!  

He is your living, personal and sure Redeemer.  Hardened hearts are crushed!  Stone walls of sin have 

been rolled away!  Alleluia!  As a called servant of the risen Lord and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  We are forgiven!  We have new life in Christ!  Alleluia! 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

SILENT PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 

Jesus, you have risen today in victorious triumph, and so, you have prepared for 

us this finest of all banquets of bread and wine.  Use these elements, along with 

your living body and true blood, to impress upon us the certainty that you have 

indeed returned to life, and that you live so that we might also.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF PREPARATION – “In Christ Alone”  (752 v.1-2) 

1) In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song;  

This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  

What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings 

cease! My Comforter, my all in all, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

2) In Christ alone - who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe.  

This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied; 

For ev’ry sin on him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  Amen. 

 
RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
SILENT PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Resurrected Lord, today you have made death disappear for us forever.  Lead us 

always to trust in you with all our heart.  We are so thrilled by your incredible 

forgiveness in his feast.  Use your grace that we may share our living Lord with 

those we meet every day.  We need you Jesus, as our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING – “In Christ Alone”  (752 v.3-4) 

3) There in the ground his body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 

Then bursting forth in glorious day Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.  

For I am his and he is mine — Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

4) No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man Can ever pluck me from his hand;  

Till he returns or calls me home, Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  O give thanks to the Lord for he is good! 

C: And his mercy endures forever! 

M: The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  This is the day the Lord has made! 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

M: The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed!  Hallelujah! 

 

CLOSING HYMN – “See, What a Morning” (Resurrection Hymn) 

 


